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PREFACE 



T R A N S L A T O R. 



X H E fourccs from which we derive the know- 
ledge of what ii good and true, originate from 
Senfation, Experience, Refleflion, R.calbning, and 
From the genuine accounts we receive of the ob- 
Tcrvations and the experience of others i and wc 
cannot mifs the road leading to the fan^uary of 
Truth, if wc make a proper ufc of ^Z/thefe differ- 
ent Sources of 'itnowlcdge. If we, however, con- 
ceive an cxclufive attachment to Ddf of them, and 
for inftance, confine outfelves merely io fenfa^on 
and experience, if we defire toy?? and to^^/thofe 
things which cannot be perceived by the lenfes* 
but are known to us only through the medium of 
our understanding i if we, for example, are not 
fatisfied with what the contemplation of nature, 
snd the gofpel teach us of God, but defire to have 
an immediate, and phylicjl communion with the 
invifible ; we then cannot avoid tlie deviations of 
fanaticifm, and are eafily led to confound our 
feelings and ideas with external efledls i the efftfts 
pf our foul with effein;9 produced by fuperior 
beings; we believe that we fee, hear and perceive 
what eiillsno wlierc but in our imagination ; we 
flray from ourfelves and from the objefta arnuad 
u;, to a world of ideas which is the workman* 
A a (hip 
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ibip of our £ancy, and are milleil by the vivacity 
and flrengih of our feelings, and minake for rraJitj, 
what is mewly idea/. Thps vrr dream while we 
arc awake, and fooner or later, find ourfclvei woe- 
fully deceived. All preietided apparitions, every 
imaginary eommunioH wit^ Aiperior beings, the 
belief in witches, forccrers, and in the fecrct 
power of magical fpelis, owe their exiftence to 
thifi ijiecies oHaitaticifvi, whiclvalw^ys ha giv^ 
ample fcope for preying on the weaknefs andig- . 
norance of the fenfiiive and credulous ; to tbofe 
who, by Ihetr fupeiior power of reafoning, by a 
more intimate knowiedge of naiure, and the hu^ 
man bean, hav« been able to avail themfelvesof 
'the predominant pTopcnfity to the wonderful, 
^wbich.exeicires an afmoll uncontroullcd fway over 
people who m jheir fcarch of Truth and Know- 
Jcdge, are guided only by their fenfes, and by ex- 
perience, which commonly arc chofen by ihofe 
who ate addi£lcd to lazineb, and indolence, def> 
titute of a proper knowiedge of Nature and Re- 
ligion, dilindined to, or incapable of thinking and 
invefligating, ruled by wild, irj£gular paSiocs, 
andcjidowed with a Uv«Iy and prolific imagina- 

This has been the chief rcafon ihit the num- 
berlefs horde of impodors, who at. all timet have 
invaded tlie kingdom of truth and human felicity, 
liave found it very eafy to fuccccd in their attempts 
when playing o^ their fanatical engines for the 
.fake of lucre or ambition, or with the view of 
carrying fome political end. This, fort of fana- 
ticilm and fanatical illufion, has never been iporc 
predominant in civilized Europe, than in the 
middle century, and laged with unabated fury till 
the immiirtai W ickliff, Luther, and their fellow la- 
bourers began to combat the prevailing religious 
errors, and reftored reafon, that overSowing 
fource 
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Fduroe of knowled^ and happmefs, to het datA 
right). We (hooM hovevsr, Ik mlftiricenif Wi 
were toimdgine, that fi«ce the reformarion, fana- 
ttoitm has entirely loll its powerful inftuence on 
the human min>'l, ftw atus 1 noftcrn hiltory fur- 
nithes lu widi but toomany fafts which ferve te 
prove unilenuibly tint this baneful foe to human 
Aappinefs dill counts many notaries. 

Germany is one 'Of thoti cauntriet in which 
-this moaller lately has again ereftcd his horrid' 
craft, and one of her moft powerful Princes has, 
■X}i late, convinced die woild, that even the paUcec ' 
of the great, where unbelief fjeiicrally is carelTed 
moH fervtiittly, are not4naccefIiblc tp fanaticifm^- 
powerful charms. 

The Prince whom I ant'fpeaking; of has either 
been deceired by himfelf, or haa been deceived b;^ 
■hii coiiitierv, to fuch a decree that he firmly be- 
lieves he (had be capable orextending.one time the 
-fway of his £eepter tothcldngdon of (pirita ; and, 
■M it has been toodly and crejitahly pcported all over 
.<vermany, believed, fame years ago, that ifae has 
•laifed'opdiefpirit of his illHi^cioas predecefior, and 
foKeJ thi^t man at whofe nod half Europe teem - 
bledf Jp bov fubmiflixcljr to the magic waad of a 
•mxH'taiain.ailBunpe Jtfp^t. How dcftru£ti«e 
thi* deviation of bis weak mind has proved to tbe 
wetfare of lus £iibje£ts is but too well knovn lo 
[hole vdto arc ju) dangers to modern hidortr. X 
need Imt to iay^ ihot^he of late Jias coe^ted » 
religiouA tubunal inhat .doraiiiions, whit^ibeais 
but *ao .much ^mflaritT Mr- the inquiGiion of 
'Spun, anil the readers at thcic pagas «HiU(ci|uiB; 
no far^berproedtt of the banctid conjocpaeaces ' 
j«thidi.Jis*eorigiiatedininiinsfnoii. 

'i'his £a£l, joquaUy^i^mpfidi to t&e dugh fwr- 

jfoaage^ <yieftiwt,-aait'i&of public noiariei'y in- 

JL 3, . . Germanft 
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Gcrihany, hat rcmfed fome men of learning an4 
public fpirit to vindicate the Tacred rights of lea:- 
fbn, and to prove in a palpable manner that man^ 
extraordinaiy phenomena whiqh, to the unin^ 
formedt appear to originate from fupcrnatival 
caufes, eitlier may be GCHitrived by meana of na- 
tural magic, or arife from the wild irregular 
flights of s heated and difordered imagination and 
a weak undeHUnding. That this was Mr, 
.Tfchink's view when he publilhed the GhoiV^ 
leer, is evident from every page of his beautiful 
.work, and that lie-has executed his plan ia a maf- 
tcrly manner, has been acknowledged by all the 
friends of reafon in Germany, where it has been 
received with the grcatell applaufc, and, as it is 
-hoped, not without benefit. That the latter^Buiy 
-alfo be the cafe in this country, is the moA ardei^ 
wilh of the tranHator^ who owes fo many hleljings 
■of hit life, fo many ferene and happy days 
.10 this country, that it would be ungrateful in 
■bim if he patiently could behold the rapid tlrides 
vhich the fanatic belief in the wonderful, makct 
in a country which has proved fo blifsful to him, 
-without endeavouring to combat^ at Icalt with 
.botrovred arms, the encreafing propenf^ty to 
-vhatever is uncommon and appears to be fupet- 
catural. 'Ihat he, by iniroduciiig the prcfent 
work to the EngUfii public, does not enter the lift 
.wiib a phantom of his imagination, is but too evi- 
jdent, witnefs the great notice which has lately been 
: taken of Mr. Brothers, and the foUowuig advei- . 
tifemcnt, which among others of the fame tenouj, 
appears fo frequently in the daily papers, that it 
%'ould be impoiSble for the advenifers to defray 
any expences of advenifing, if thev did not fuc- 
cecd in their attempt* to delude weakmiodt :. 
. *< It has been allowed in foimei times as weUaft 
(' in tlxTe, that there is a peculiar dcfUny pre6d- 
" ing 
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ingdver the life and forttiiie of ev«y bnman. 
being; to difcover which, and to avert ill fate. 
Mis- Williams has her whole life Audied the 
Occult Sciences ; fhe has converfed with 
the tHoSi learned aftronomera of almoft everjr 
country, and added their lucubrations to her 
own } flic has the honour of being patTOnized 
and vilited by ladies of the higfaelt dillinftioir^ 
to whom (he has foretold the moft important 
events of the prefentaera, &c, &c. &c." 
The TranfJatoT has nothing to add, but to apo- 
logize for the foreign Idoms which may perhaps 
occur to the difceming eyes Of the keen-Gghted 
ciiticj and hopes that hit labour wilt conttibute, 
at leaft fomelhiog to the deftruAion of fanaticifm 
iti this country. 
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MJGICAL DEtUSION. 



iiETTpR TO THE M'tKttJJlp fl B F-^^ 

TIJE king is intaTrwi qf cKry .thing ; puf ' 
plan is difcovereit : I haw twen betrayeil, »u4 
am now in clofe confinement, tl&re I am fitting 
l>ctween impenetrable walls, and writing to yoUr 
,iiia^ * perhaps the iaft lines whidi ypa ever will' 
receive from yourhaplefsfrienih 

I apply to yoU) becaufe I know your hearN~ 
You never-have dented me a rcafouable prayer, and 
you ccrtaicily will BoI^TeftIfe the Iaft. Save what 
IS moft dear to me; fa ve my honour. MyjoiiniaL 
it in your poffeflion-j jt contains the molt impor- 
tant part of ihe hiftory of my life. Yon may 
sdd-wbafit wasting, ^nd publilh the whote> 

I am not afraid' to tofc my life, but the iden 
pf )o(in^.pijr rhpnor ^^ivpa jm to ^il^^a^ion and 
,inadnela..A dreadful profpe6l of fi^arity opens tp 
.my view j I behold n>y n<"nc branded with ignomi- 
.ay In the anijals of my countrX> obliterated all the 

Ireat'aiutgopd actions II have performed j £ b:^ 
pid tnyfcTf wnked aaippg-criipiuaU bypofterity 
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^Tou^yoa only can prevent it— and I am Aire 
' you will fave my honor by publiOiing my hidory 
m a fimple anJ artlefs manner. The woiJd wM 
fee made acquainted with the fecret fptings of njy 
aO!ons, the enormous, tuiTiv^Icd impofition. \*y. 
which I have been deluded ; poflsrity will do mc 
juflice, and many a feeling foul will drop a tear 
of pity when my misfbrtiines (ball be known.. 

But ala6 i tbe fettvrs that fliaclde my hand». 
prevent mc from writing any longer. The blood, 
you fee on this paper flow* from my lacerated arm^ 
Neverthelefs I am taking up. the pen once nKve* 
in order tcpray heaven to blefa you, and to bid. 
you an eternal adieu » for a. dreadful prefentiT- 
ment tells me that I fhall fee you no more. 

P. S. The gaoler would not promife to deliver 
this letter for lefs than 200 dorbas(64olivres 
ftcrling 1) give it him from the money whieh you 
T^ave in hand ; the reft Itcep as a legacy "frgm* 
■your 

Unfortunate Friend^ 

MIGITEIi. 



MEMOIRS- 

e V 

MIGUEL DVKE DE C A* I* A. 

I WAS 23 years old when my father, 

a grandee of P-: ^1, Cent me abroad under the 

tuition of Antonio, Count de ••*, a-man whofe 
philofophical turn of mind and diftnierefted love 
for me had gained him my afleQion and efteem. 
"Wedirefted outcomrfe to *•*. The nights being 
fincj we took advantage of that opportunity, and 
purfued 
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iAirriicd oui journey without (lopping. .We 
were not above two days journey from tlut town* - 
\frhen a terrible thunder ftorm overtook us in the 
night, which obliged us to ftop at the next viU : 
lage. The inn being very indifferent, we appre- 
hended it would aSbrd us but poor BCcommoda- 
tion, and refolved to beg the prieft of the vil- 
lage to give us a night's lodging. Our attempt 
fncceeded ; we were received kindly and fared 
well. The prieft informed us, during fupper, 
that there was an old defohted caftle in the vil- 
lage, M^ich was reportdd to be the reiidence of 
evil fpitits, who would fufTer no human being 
to inhabit it. Having always had an Ardent pro- 
penlity for adventures of that nature, I begged 
him to give me a lanthorn, intending td pay a ' 
vifit to ihofe mifanthropic beings [ and in fpite of 
our hoft's theological and my tutor's phiiofophical 
remonltrances, infilled upon fpending the night 
at the callle, in the company of the lattifr, and 
to Cry whether the airy lords of the manor would 
not prove more hofpitable to me. At length 
they yielded to my impatient dclire of being 
'acquainted with theft dreadful beings, and my 
fervant, along with the man of our hoft, was ; 
ordered to follow me to the caftle with beds and' 
candles:-' 

I led the wiy, carrying a hnthom.' On our 
arrival at the ancient fabric we perceived, clofe 
to the entrance, a ftair cafe, which we afcended. 
A fpacious hall prefeiited itfelf to our view at the 
top of it } the walls were decorated with fame 
worm-eaten half decayed piflures, and oh both 
■fides of the hall were doors which led to the apart- 
tnents. Having examined them, we made choice 
of that which was to the left, bccaufe it was near- 
eft to the ftaircafe. Our beds were laid on the 
6oor, and two candles placed on an old woim* 
,, ...Ciiojik'""'' 
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ntentalde. As (bon.u^Ihadfent awjiy-my-fer- 
vant! wIk^c whole frame quivered with fear o£ 
ehotls 2nd hobgobliiu, with.the man pf QurVind 
hoft, I boltcd.the doQrcarefuIljjpoiting.aload'- 
ed piilol on each fide of my CQUch j my tutor un- 
flK^athed .bis Cword, and thus annedr yrtyrent t» 
left. HaTiog difcourfed ^ liisfc while on indif- 
ferent fubje^a, .he fell aOe^p, overcome by the - 
infirmities of liis advanced age, and the fatigue?^ 
of our jojorney. 

It was howerer quite the revctfc with mc : I 
was lying op ,my ,cowh, fteeplcfs, and fulS 
of cxpefbtion of the things which were tp come j 
I turned myft'lf from, one fide tOithe pthei;, but 
in vain! my i magi nai ion began to wQck andmy 
blood to fqrmtnt. Atlengih I got up and open* 
«d the window. The cjock of the church .ftccple . 
was ;uft tolling eleven. Impenetrable daiJioefo 
veiled every obj eft around ; the vivid lightning 
aflbrding , me. only ncu*" ?nd then a peep at the 
fields furrounding the caftle : .no .f^und Kfl3- 
heard, but the djilant rolling of the thunder, 
,and the doleful dirge of the fojitury o)H- ^ 
ftrange fcnfittion, which 1 cannot delcrihe^ 
thrilled my >vhole frjime. I Ihut the windov, 
and went to the bed of ipy tutor, who was iitt 
afleep. As I was thus (landing by his bed-fidc, .| 
heard fomething .i;uAle before the. door. I l^rt- 
,ed, .ran tQwardsit, ,biit foui^ it itrongly boltej 
The chilly vapours of the night I had iahate^ 
at ihe window, had left behind a very dvf> 
.agreeable fenlation, accon^panjed by a kind of 
.fhiveting, and .1 bid nijfc|f down again. A 
.little while after the, harbinger of icft touchetl 
my eyes with his leaden .waodLyLnd 1 was foo|i 
fall afleep. However J ^jglpb' jull when the 
■£lp<;k,was (Iriltii^ tyveWf;, and the laft founj 
iiad fc^cely reached my.ears^ when adrcadfut 
nuifc arofc which feemed to approach our room. 
At 
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At leifgtbToraeboJylcnocked^t our door. J 
got up vrithoqt uttering a word, 3i)<i look hold 
of nuf piUpIs. After ji topg .paafe, ;tt IeoocV^ 
a,recand time. J afte^ piy tutor ip f whifper, 
whctber.he Iu4 M^t^ it ■ t>utireceivcd uo anfwcr. 
Nov if ,kno«Iceflia tbirdtjipei the door butft 
open Titb a tt|undeiing noifc, ^and a frightful 
figure .entsrcfl tti« room, direfli^g its cpuifi: 
towards mc. Two £«r]r eyCS (fattiiig flalhes of 
Jightriiiig at mCi -a .voice like tl)c TOaring of ^ 
lion, jOtfK'^ ,with the,da(hing of chaipv ivbu^ 
4)ie tall cnuci^ted ^gHic yprCf. \ifould h^ve beeii 
fiilpcient to dlfiray ,<iwir!»ge" itffii& -Ilawever 
I ,wa? ,«ot jct cntu-elf di^irtted, ,iin(l .jiift|gOHW 
jo ifire ;aj>i(U(l at,^, vbpn ipy tutor ,fMsldeit^ 
jtaiterl Wr ai|>ting a .thrpft agaipfl t&e fp«i^re> 
srhi«h J .thnt^t wpuld ipin'it to tjie wall; but 
it 'tju«i>ed ,rowid> ?*^t)^pW .havjng received th? 
l(;a(i ,l|)*f,'r co.ll^reit ,vny ppor CTmp^niou, and 
djldv^ hi()i ,4{^in(l \ht: floor withfo much force, 
that tthpu^t be (Qti{t have-cxpired on the fpqt. 
SiCfEing t^i*, fill .ray ^cmjiinipg courage flej, and 
pay .piftc^s dropped to the ground- The fpeilrc 
e;ft)|igS)(tMd tl^ oaiidle and began tO'^^eiU hi/» 
liriiolefucjr ag^aipil me, ,bejttii^,ine .(inpicrcifully. 
His pppe«tr^ce in .tjie dark^mq^^ -^J blood ri)n 
chill) '^ind ev^ry hair Hand on «ml, his whole 
boFly Iceming tobecQCafedin fire, ^t the f^mg 
time a moft ttemendouia noifc arpfeiQvqrqpr.roony 
dotef;ul,groao8;in4 ^pei}tatipi^,al£u(ed ntiy.cu, 
;md |I fwopqed f w^* 

The lj>e£^(e h^d nftTcd, and^e candles were 
J^irping a^n, , when I recovered the tifeqf my 
fenlcs. .Although ,i (ladbeenlwndkd fo,roifg[il/^ 
fhat I ,^qu<xly cpuld move, yet I endeavoured tp 
^rcep ^ th^ fpot jffhfire my tutor was ilreiQlisd 
S>}x\, to all appc^r^ce, a lifelefs corpfi;. Good 
.God! how J waj ihockcd, when I fow him a^ 

I :„i- I A.ooi; 
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pale'ai a(heB and disfigured with blood. A^teT' 
many fruitlcrs endeavours to recall him to life, 
I'fucceedcd at lafl. He fpokc little, and what he 
faid was hardly audible. I intended to watch by:. 
His bed Ode, till the dawn of day flionld enable us to - 
leave that refidcnec of horror ; however 1 fo^nd 
it impofTtble; lerfcw fo faint, that I was oblig-- 
ed to lie down after I had bbltirdthe door. 

I now began to mufc on the- apparition, and 
when reafon began to recover her fway, - 1 was - 
athamed of my cowardly behaviour, and deter- 
inincd to follow dtefileAreif it fhould appear 
once more, which it foon did. The groans and 
lamentations and the thundering naiic over out'' 
head were renewed ; ■ the door was burft open^ 
«nd I treated as cruelly as on the firft vifit of> 
Hie fpeflre. However I prefcrvcd my whole re- 
colleflion, and when my terrible vifitor retired, . 
purfued him on tip-toe, - armed with fword and i 
piftol, which I couia do ft much ea(ier; as' the " 
frloomy Ught it admitted ftiowed me the way. 
Fortunately mygrifly coiiduftOr did not look 
back. He defcended the ftaircafe and entered ' 
a long vaulted palTagej but had not advanced fix - 
ftepswhenhe fuddcnly difappeared, leaving me 
behind in the dark. I was (truck -with dumb ' 
aftonith'ment, being not able to comprehend ' 
what could have become of him. Imagine 
my fituation .' what could I do in an un- 
known dangerous place, furroundcd with im- 
penetrable (iarknefs and defened by my conduct- 
or? however I foon rcfolved to advance bt^dly, ■ 
and_ without much hefitation cndeav«ared to 
reach the bottom of the palfage ; buthow great 
was my terror, ■ when the floor fuddenly gave 
way beneath my feet,' and I funk down into 
a deep vaolt. My pillol went off with a tre- 
mendous noifcj and I found that- 2 was lying 
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«n a heap oF hay and Araw. Before I could get 
upon my legs, fbur marked men in black ap- 
peared with torGhc& in their handsy calling to 
me in a thunderihg accent, liow I dared to in- 
trude where no viUtors wsr« admitted i* At the 
fame time they laid hold of me, and dragged me 
forcibly after them. Having p^Ied many fub- 
terraneons paflagcs and concealed ftair-cafes, my 
eondu£h)r ftopped* fuddenly and pulled abell.- 
&i an inftant a mafTy folding door burft open^. 
and I. entered a hall, illuminated' by a number 
of torches, where I beheld at a long table twelve 
mafked perfons,. the deportment op whom- bc-- 
fpoke the fuperiotity of their rank. 

He who was feated ar the head of the iable^> 
addrel&d me with a eommandingroice: '• Uft> 
" happy wretch !' what* has tempted thee to vi- 
*< fit this calllc i. Couldft'thounot think tharthy 
**■ raninelv will coft' thee tfty life ? Make thy peace 
"with. God,, for thou muft die without mercy!" 
" HowjT— I replied — die ?.. Wcll^ then I tow, 
*'my death fbMl cofb you de'ar 1" So faying, 
Igrafped. my fword j however they told me tO' 
dclilt from fuch-childiQi prank*». and, difarmed 
and carried me to a dark chamberv. 

The horrid fpedtrc of- a violant death ftared 
R)e in the face, and achiUy tremor (hook my 
whole frai^e. But what afficAcd me more than 
the impending kiftof my life, was the idea of 
what would be ths fate of my beloved tutor, 
the guardian angel <rf my jutenile days, my 
fecond father, and more thanfriend, whom I ha^ 
hurried into the gulf of dcftru^^ion, through 
my heedlefs temerity, I was going to curfe my 
fatal curiolity, and to give vent to loud lamen- 
»lions, when I accidentally faw a glimmciing 
of light peeping through a crack in the door ol 
my prifon j putting my ear clofe to it, I heard 
how 
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bov tliey vere C9n(vlti,iig wbftt wai-to be dooc' 
with tbe pTir(«i«r. 

Some were of opinion, it would be beft to dtf- 
patch tne wjttiout qerejnmiyf bowevier ooc of 
the tkead aOemblyi mere humaoe than.therell, 
propofed its cx^viinc me fti;idlyt before fen- 
tence (hould be prquopnc^d agaipft me. Hia 
adviecwaa Adopted, and I jTiunmoited to appear 
ibc^ore the fiwfwl »fl«mhly. " WI»t hat brought 
, ■•<79Uito JiiiscBiHc ?" liieir .eti«f ibegno— " con- 
Cfalinf the tTjHh vill arvi jiov nothing ; bow- 
ewt. a finocre ,«p»fcffion oiagr jKrhop? five fwr 
.Jife. iFflr.whflt iwfou di^ .yiju oon^ to the 
caftlc f " 

«• livavc bwi' tempted by !iKiriolk7,"r-r«j!lj)cdi. 
*< having been tpld that .buijl fpiicits ricfidcd tbe<c,. 
" I was defiroiw-to get acqiualntcd with'thfini'" 
, " Who hsff-told jou'fo?" 

" T^e prieft ef the village, who w(It con- 
•» 5im Hm ttwh ofi aif ,*flcniop, (f you -will 
.'Hfquddioii hi(n." 

** Who aifc :y«ii^ giad whwe e^ ypu come 
frem ?" 

,"I ;in>,tbepol)f :fcn pf a^iiQh gwndfc- Po 
"you hear! ^e oalySfiO- H -yow are iu> fti^ng- 
" «rs to pity,. cPdiQ-d^r, y/i^ fi ,4e3dly wounds 
" ypv wili ii^A uppn ;the 4ie?« of jiiy father 
■ ,M by«ff»fl»nwi«g qie." 

f< Where do yo<i come f(oin ?'' 
•« Frps) .^^HiadiUFa, ^my nxjwe.tio.wn." 
" Whither ^P ycume^n|tQ<rjavfll ?" 
" J,w»? goiflg fio vifit Ttbe j^ifvsipBl towiw fii 
, *<Eiiropc." 

"Where Jid you Vtcndto f^p-fifft i" 
J, named tho,(p.wn.' 

M What tf )w»w "wm* ? ' 
Wh«B I f wiwi»n«e4 roy:nao)eIie ,ft»rt(;d,up, 
kw inA?ntiy tetpokhi§ fcat. 

•'■What 
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" Wlat is your titaic i" ht inquirtS tmtt 
jnore. 

I repeated it. 

*' And. who U your conpRnion ?" enquhed 
iWiothcT. whom I knew by Iiis %ur and voice, 
to be the fame perfon who had a£ted the ghoQ. 

** My companion is my .tutor." 

** firing him hither !" faid the firft to-two af 
his companions. 

I then was recondufled to my prifon, and ere 
Jong beard the voice of my fellow aHventurcr, 
who was aflced the fame qucftiotis which had 
-bcen-put to met ^nd rttumcd the fame anfwers. 
Uc was ordeied to Tetire, and a long confulia- 
.tioa begin,; it was howcrcr carried on in folow 
anac«e>it, that I could hear nflthbiK dittinfllj. 

After a few minutes^ we were fummoncd igatn 
,to appear before the^eadfuf council, and heard, 
to Dur.unfpeakaUeioy, that we Ihoald be fet at 
Jibcityi if we would fwear a Culemn oath» never 
tto Torcal whxt we Jiad feen aod heard, and to> 
«labc a Sflitioua tale of horror to ourhoft. Thift 
done, we were re-xoodu£led .by favx peifons to ' 
the pafiage, where wc were left to ouirficI*et> 

*' How fortimateit was (did my tutor, vhen 
^ Durcondu^n bad left us.) that you did not 
■"■fwer^eirom truth rwhen you was exammed j a 
M.fmgle f aliliood would have.coll bs our life. Your 
'« .Teracity has faved us.*' 

**]fi.3miK>t millaken^ av««Ub owe fome- 
<•< thing to my oame." 

"To your nvnc F* 

>*:Ce[tajnly I for when I .prom>uneed it, ;I 
" peicciTcd, thatmyesaminatorwas feized uith 
'"afuddcti amotion. He Aarted up and afked 
•"me twice. I plainly perceived that it produc- 
>K,ed.a ftrorgefie^ Qn:htt miod^" 
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** Tou majr be right (faid mf tutor) but havtf 
" ever that may be, we ought to thank Providcnctr 
" for our happy deliverance. * 

I beggecf his pardon ibr having ' endangered 
his life, and caufcd him fo many cruel UowV 
through my youthful rafhnefs and difobedicnce-; 
howeveT he aflured mei that he was not in the Icafl 
angry with me, and that Ik felt no pain at sit, 
except a flight head-ache. 

1 found myl^If much worfe, alt my Hmbs be- 
ing thrilled with excruciating pains, as- if broken 
on the wheel; 

We arrived mechanically attlie parfonage, but 
would not make the leaft difturbnnce, the day 
beginning juft to dawn, and laid eurfdve^ down- 
upon the grafs, beneath a fpreading oak, difcourf- 
ing on the events of the preceding nighr. 

We beguiled two hours vrith confidential talb,< 
before aiiv ,body in the parionage was rtir- 
ring. As foon as we perceived that the people of 
our kind hofl. wercrifcn, we went to bid a good 
morning to the hofpitable pricltt 4nd related as 
much of our noftum^ adventure as we could 
without violating oar promife- The worthy 
ccdeHadia bleflcd. and crofied humfelf when he 
heard our nairative of the events of' that' fatal 
night, whichiwe toukcare to rep.rcfent with ad- 
ditional horrors- After breakfaft we thanked 
him for hi» hofpiialitv,- making him a prefetrt 
foe the bads wc had left at (be caftle, and con- 
tinued our journey, which wc commenced as 
fihoerful as it could be expc^ed, coiiiidering the 
Qoignant pain Itltilt fahih every part of my body,- 
and the head^aohe ofmy tutor. 

We met' with no farther adventure on the 

-firft day, but at the dole of the fecond v/en 

furprifed by a very odd incident. Within two 

htmn diftance from the town, whither we were- 

ira-- 
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travelling, we faw a hme beggar corning direftly ' 
towards us from a wood whtch wc were palGng. 
He called to the coachman to (top a lictle : bow- 
CFCr, he did not mind St, but drove on. In left 
than a few minutes the beggar was at the window 
of our coach, entreating my tutor to give him' 
fomething. Wc ordered ihc coachman to flop, 
at the lame time ftaring at each other with afto> 
iiifhmcnt, becaufc the beggar was drelTed in a 
moft whiralical manner. His motley coat waa 
compofed of numbeilefs rags which fcarccly 
kept together j his waillcoat which rtached down 
to his knees, was of blue fatin and richly embtoH 
dcrcd 1 and the remaining part of his botly wa» 
nalcell. His fnow white beard, floating down 
his breal), c^ntralled ftrangely with his black 
hair, and yet we did not laugh, nor durcd to 
queflion him about his ttrange appearance, for 
although he looked ciiremely tmgicomical, y« 
heliad fomething in his countenance which com- 
manded refpe^. My tutor pulled his purfe, 
offering him fome piecee of filvercoin: "Silver 
and gold I do not want," was. his anfwer, "but 
be fo kind as to give me your flioes and llock> 
ings". Strange being," faid my tutor fm:ling> 
and ordered (be fcrvant to give him fonu out of 
our travelling trunk. " No !" replied the beggar, 
" I want the ihoes and flodcings you wear." 
.*' Has there ever been heard any thing of that 
kind V faid my tutor tome. "Begone, infolcnt 
*' wretch ► ia you mean to make yourgame of 
" us ?" The beggar ftuck clofe to the coach win* 
dow, exclaiming, •' and if you kill me^ my 
•' lord, I will liot leave you before you have g*antv 
" cd my prayer." This infolenl obfUiiacy raifcd. 
the anger of my companion, and thinking to 
frighten him away, he took one of his pillols,. 
. ,'«fierin^ to tltoot him. "Fire at me," laid he 
£eaE- 
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fcarlcFs, -•* if yon arc iMan enough lb (heA 
" the blood of a fellow creature for the fake 
'* of a pailry pair of Aukb and ftockings." My 
tutor Aared at him. ** If thoa art dererminea 
•< to have my fho^s and ftoclcii^a, then no choice 
•' is left me, but to grant thy prayers." So faying,, 
he began to pull them off. The beggar feeing 
this, came to the other fide of the coach, and 
begged Tcry humbly to have my breechc* 
and coat, ^'ludeed! this is too bad !" I eitdaim- 
"ed; go out of my fight, eirelwillchaCtife thee 
" l"or thy infoicnce," He Itared at me awhile, 
with dreadful looks, and then railed a laugb 
which frightened me. — "How.will this end?" 
faid my tutor to me, ordering the coochniitn' Ur 
drive on. However the horfes had not advanced' 
three fteps, when the beggar fallied forth, - and- 
brought one of them to the ground by a vio- 
lent (Iroke with on^ of his crutches. My tutor 
grew pale. " I »m foiry," f^id the beggavr 
after a (hort paufe, *• that you force me by yotu 
** obftinacy to aii thus; be foikind to give me 
I" what 1 have deltred, and then you may 
■** drive on in peace." I pulled off mj coat and 
ibieeches, and having taken dxe moitey out of 
the. latter, gave him what he defired, my tutor 
.doing the fame. While we were putting on 
other clothes, he flood filontly by the coachi antt 
when we had done, addrdTed us in the.fpltowing 
:tnaniier ; ** Since you have been To kind to me» 
I** gentiemcrt, I will niuirayour kindnefs, and. 
^*warn you nM to Hop afc tlic hotel of *•* 
■*' (hctt he dercabeil'ic to bsJ en your vrival at 
-»• tltc town, and tlwn 1 beg the favour qf yon 
** to meet me here next Frtday againll fun-iet.'^ 
■So faying, he .bowed asd.lef[ us, difappearing in 
.the ad^jacent-wood. 

Meanwhile «ux ^erfe h»d.. recovered, and we. 
con— 
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continued our journey with all polllble fpeed, 
Jeft a new advsntun: might Interrupt u$ once mote. 
"What do you thinttof that flrange bobig ?" faid 
I, after a lon|! fiUnce which hait reigned in- our 
carriage. .*'! do not know what to think of 
** him^" he re[riied„hfl either oiuft be>^but, pttiyj 
■' hare you.ta)ccn,the mose^L out oi: yaur btcrch'- 
•*«8? 30ft ducats and. twa ringa fet with dia- 
»• mondR, would ind«ed have been a fine gift I" 
So (tyvigf I put myi hand mechanically in my 
pocket,, but howr grfat wae my tcrro'r, when I 
found the appr.ehcoAon, of my tutor verifiedi 
« What is the matter ?" faid he with niark& of 
aftonilhmenr. <' All is gone l" I exclaimed, ia 
a rueful aoient. "Gone I impofltblel" He 
ordered the coachman to ftop> and. al&fted m« 
in fearching mf pockets. " Pray get up a little, 
" if you pleafe !" I got up, but all my; Marches . 
were fruitlcfs ; we "drove bade to the fpol where 
we had been (topped, but neither ring nor money 
CQuld be found. '< Very Qcange!" exclaimed 
my tutor, as we returned; "arc you fure yo« 
" have taken it out of the pocket ?" «' As ^ure 
" as 1 amaliv^:! this is. more than pocket picking 
■* it nxnd be forccryi I thould thiiik, if any thifl^ 
" of that kind were poirible." 

*' The; appcaraiiee of the fellow was at leaft 
•* ftrange enough," my tutor replied, "and there 
'■^certainty exiits a kind of forcery which, in- 
*• deed, furpafles the comprehenlloii of one who 
« is nos let. into the myftcry. But however 
**thai be, the forcercr with whom, we have been 
** engaged, teems at leail to be a good fort of a 
' ** fellow, confidering the civil maimer with which 
« he has demanded our wearing apparel. . And 
" then you mult.confider that, he h.is appointed 
" us to meet him here ucxt Friday ; what viewf 
•< could he haiv had but to rcturu what, he has 
••taken from us?" *- .oo;^if 

«Vmi 
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, <• Vain hope !" 

«' Not fo vain as you think. Did he not fay 
" himfdf that he wants neither filvcr nor goM ?* 
•' Mere pretext 1 why has he then piWered my 
«' money ?" 

<• For fun, and to laugh at our expence, and 
« perhaps to punifli us a little for having rcfufed 
** at firlt to grant his prayer. And even if my 
'* argunacnt fhtiuld prove erTOn«ous> you cannot 
" but confefs, that a man ili wbofc power wc 
"were, ^M behaved very handfome, (incc he 
" has been fatisfied with your purle and not alfo 
•» taken our papers,'* 

*' Pray be fo kind as to look after them t" 
He put his hand into his pocket, but the word 
he was going to utter died on his lips. After a 
long paufe of horror, he faid with a farced equa- 
nimity, pale and trembling j •• No ! Mr. Sor- 
cerer, you have carried your fpoit too far !" 
"What is the matter?" faid I, frighicrted, 
"O that I could keep it from your knowledge I 
*• the papers are gone'I" 

" Gone ?" I exclaimed, llarting up from my 
feat. *' Pray examine your pockets !" 

He fearched, but could find .nothing, except 
his purfe with 40 ducats. This, was now all our 
remaining wealtli ; and yet we were glad that 
we had not loll this little fum too. 

This new accident gave rife to fo many re- 
marks, confultationsandfchemes, that we enter- 
ed the gate of the town before we had time to 
fix where we fhould fUy the night. The coach- 
man flopped. •' Where arc we?" I exclaimed. 
He named the very hotel, agaitift which the beg- 
gar had warned us. " Go oil coachman !" ex- 
claimed my tutor. " My lord !" he replied, *' it 
" ts the beft in the whole town." " Let us ftay 
•' here," faid I, *' who would mind what fuch 
" a rafcat 
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« a lafcal fays ?" '* A» -jon like," my tutor re- 
plied. We got out of the coach and ordered the 
waiter to (hew us to a good apartment. 
- We got an excellent room on the firft floor^ 
ordered our fupper, %nd went czrly to bed 

Having flept fome hours, I awoke (uddenly, 
9nd felt as if fbmebedy waa Hopping my mouth 
and nofe. . I panted for breath, and inhaled a 
fiifibcatisg fmoak, which made me jump out of 
the bed. i be night lamp was extinguilhed, and 
[ perceived a fatnjt grilly glimmer in my room ; 
at the fame time a confufcd noite from the flixet 
allailed my ears, &nd the bells were ringing. I 
Jiurried 10 the window and was almoll petrified 
by the dreadful tight my eyes beheld i exclaim- 
ing in an accent of horror and defpair, •« Fire ! 
6re I " my lervunt and tutor darted up at the fame 
time. The whole houfe was in a flame, and 
every means of c^£ling our c£::3pe feemed to be 
cut off"; the univerfal conilemiation of the people 
of the houfe having prevented them from routing 
U3> We hurried on our cloaths, took. up our 
trunk, and faved ourfelves with much difficulty, 
half naked and terribly linged. 

The fpeflatois tailed a loud ftiout as we were 
rnfhing through the flames, and now we per- 
ceived firft the whole extent of the dangers which 
bad furrounded us. Having recovered a little 
from my fuddcn terror, I recolleiled that I had 
left behind a picture of my deceafed mother, 
wbicb was fet with diamondii. This lofs was in- 
fappurtable to me, and I was going to return in 
order to fave it, " Whither are you going ?" my 
tutor exclaimed. I told it him. '* Are you mad?" 
faid he, lieeping mc back by the arm. " Will 
** you wantonly ruQi into ibc arms of death ?" 
. I abandoned mjr raib defign with great reludlance, 
and looked at the dreadful fpeftacle which was 
dif- 
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difplaying befoK our eyes. Before eight minutes 
wereclapfed, Ifaw fomebcMly getting out of our 
window, and throwing- himfelf downthtoughtiw 
flames. That a£tion excited univeifal aftonUh- 
mcnt. " Who it that man ?" erery body exclaim* 
ed, cr9wditig around the man tO' fee him. 
This aAton nrnck me and my tutor panicularly, 
becaufe he had gotout of oiir window, and we' 
were making many vague conje^ures, when 
fomebody took me fuddcnly by the hand. Look- 
ing up, I flarted bvick, feized with aftonifhmentj 
when I faw the beggar landing' before me with- 
out crutches, clad in a garment of coarfe cloth, 
his white beard fmged, and his hair concealed 
under a monk's hood. He looked at me with great 
ferioufnefs, and alked, " Why did you net 
<' fallow my advice ? have 1 not defircd you not 
'* to ftop at this hotel f Here ii what you want- 
*■ ed." It was the piflure of my mother ! I 
fcarcely could believe my eyes, and gazed at 

it with altoDilbment for fomc moments 

•'Stop I" I cscJaimed at length, ftretching out 
my arm—" What do you want ?" a ftranger 
faid, whom I had takeji hold of. Perceiving my 
miftake, I enquired all around what wa^ become 
of the man who had given mc that piflure, but aV 
my enquiries were fruitlefs. He was gone, and 
no one knew whither. 1 looked around as far as 
I could fee, aflittcd by the light which the fire 
was fpreading over a great extent of ground i 
but he was no where to be fecn, " Come," faid 
I to my tutor, " we will go in fcarch of him." 
«• In fuch a crowd ?" he replied. " Do you 
<« think you will be able to find him among 
<«fuch a throng of people ? Let us rather.go with 
>■ our trunk tg anoiher hotel, for I can no longer 
•< ftand this (hocking fight." I eafily confenicd 
to his propofaL 
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tt CLracV fonr o*clocV before we could find ano- 
ther lodeing. My tutor was nicafuiiji|[ tlie room 
with hafty ftrides, and I looking out of the wia- 
Aovr, loft in profound meditalio*. At length I 
broke the filcnce. ** What 3 (Irangc being is 
this,** faid I, " who hai begged alms on the 
** road, rcfufcd to accept money, and demand- 
"edpanof our wearing-apparel, who hai Aruck 
** to the ground one of our horfes, preteaded to 
«' wast neither filver nor gold, and has robbed 
•< us in a moll myfterious manner ; who has 
«» warned us againft an hotel wh^re wc almoft had 
••found our grave in the fiames; i*ho hoveu. 
•'around us like our guardian angel, and eoes 
•» thro'^h the fire to fetch nw the pifture oCmj 
*' mother," 

"Donotafk me," my tutor replied, "time, 
"perhaps, will unfold tlw niyllcry ; mean-while 
•' be on your guard againft that man." So faying* . 
he wilhed me a good night and went to bed. .1 
followed his example, but could not get rid of 
the idea of that Urangc extraordinary being. Hfi 
ioA made To deep an imprcllion upon me, that be 
haunted me in my dreams, and wag the ftrft ob^. 
jeA of my meditations when I awoke. 

ThcfiruvilitI intended to pay in the forenoon, 
was to Count San**, an intimate friend of my 
/athcr. The latter having given me fome oral 
commiiTions of great importance concerning ;the 
Count, Ihallencd as much as poflible to acquit 
myfclfof mj truft. However, I' came too UU, 
for when I wanted to be admitted to him, I jfras 
informed that he had died fuddenly, two houis 
>cfore. Surprized at this unexpe<£led news, I 
went home to inform my father .of it by a letter | 
(he anfwer to which is extraordinary enough to 
defcr?c a place in my memoirs... -The following 
is a faithfid copy of this fingiflfcfctter. 

VoL.L B f Peace 
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*( Peace be with Count San***} foul I Although 
« you have fcnt mc the earlieft ioformation of 
•■his death, my dear fon, yet it was nothing new 
•• to mc when I received it. You fcarcely will 
■< credit it, if I tell you that his death was made 
«( known to me as foon as he expired ; and you 
" will be fu rpri fed , when I name you the med^n- 
■• gcr that brought me that intelligence. It was 
«* the deceafed himfelf, who informed me of 
."his death. Whatever your Idras maybe when 
,."you read this, do not doubt theyeracity of your 
" father. I have fecn him, fac« to face, and 
•* with this hand which guides my pen, have I 
'^'prefied his clay cold hand for the laft time' 
"•'Let me tell you how it happened. 

" I was very uiicafy in the night of ^ tenth 
■•* of this .month, which, as your letter ieHs.(niC« 
•' was the day when my friend died. I awokf 
*'fevcral tinnes, aitd always thought I heard 
<• fomebody groaii. ~i did not mind it, and yet 
.*' felt my fpitits very low. >i teriible blow 
.*' againft my door frightened^e oucqf my flecp 
*'2t.fix o'clock, but I faw nobody- Two mi- 
.f'outes after it was repeated* and thinking it 
■■ was my valet who had to tell <nc fomething 
-*• very ipiportant, 1 exclaimed, Cwne in I when, 
.*• to my utKT allonifhment, Co.unt .San*" en- 
« tered my rpqoi with flow and jblomn ftcps. 
'*• His face was deadly wan., his look like that 
*'of a dying man, ghallly ilaring. He came to 
•'.my bed, prcflcd ,my hand Glcntly and went 
."away. > friend!' I exclaimed, " is this your . 
■< laft.&Tewcll.oD thip (ide the grave 7' He turned 
*' roi^iid, nodded with his head, and difappeared* 
■** *I thank thee I' I exclaimed, < thou hall kept 
"thy promife. Oftentimes had thou maintained, 
■" that friendfhip lafts beyond the grave, and 
''that the icy hand of death cannot diflblve her 
"holy 



MKGJCKL DELUSION. 19 

^ holy bond*. Tbou hift gircn me « proof of 
** it, which I never fliall forget. Peace ! peace 
•* be with thy foul, my faithful friend.* 

" Since tAAt time, life has oo chirmi for me. 
<* The only objcA which (liil joins mc to it, art 
•'thou, my fonl Be wife and virtuoui, and 
"** never kt me hear ^at thou had llraycd from 
*' the patli of religion and honefly> It certainly 
*' would hurry to the grave thy a^flionate 

"FATHER.* 

Thii letter furprifed me to the utmoft degree, 
becaufc I haA always known my father 10 be of a 
philofophic turn of mind, and nothing lefs thajt 
a credulous fanatic. I flicwed it to my tutor* 
and begged him to give me his opinion upon it. 
He returned it me with the following words-^ 
*' The moft important part of the letter is its 
" conclufion, which you ought never ro forget.) 
*' of the reft (added he fntiling,) you nuj think 
** what you— Mfl." 

Perceiving, that regard for my father would 
not fuficr him to give his opinion on that ftrange 
incident, I dropped the fubje^ However, I 
was not. fatislicd, and utterly unable to folve the 
riddle. But let us return to my own concerns. 

Friday came, and when the fun began to fet* 
I rode with my tutor to the fpot where we were 
to meet the myflertous beggar. We were well 
provided with arms, and waited with impatience 
the arrival of that ftrange being. He came from 
the adjacent wood at the appointed hour, and m 
the fame odd drefs in which we had feen him 
firft, beckoning to us to follow him. My tutor 
feemcd to helitate— " Let us follow him, faid 
^* I, we are three againft one, and well armed ; 
■* what have we to feat P" He beckoned a fecond 
time. — " Uut if he (hould be a villain," mj tutor 
Q 2 replied^ 

I :„i- I ,x;,(.K>tjk 
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Kplied, ■■ do ydu know how many of ins aflbci- 
« «ws msj be concealed behind the buflics ?" 
'■ NcTer* mind, \rt 'Anil iind -tfttrk enoujfh for 
"rtittttl" He bcckofted athird tin*. "Come, 
vemc V faid I, pulling my tntot afternle, who 
jfiMlnedto follow reludrantly. 

When he faw -us advance, he went' deeper in- 
to the wood. He uttered not a word, but h)ok- 
ing bshck now and then, gave us a fignal with his 
hand to follow him. The farther a-* advanced, 
the mor<: he quickened his (leps. What at firlt 
fight had appeared to us to be a fmall wood, ck- 
tcnded iifelf by degrees into an immenreforefl, 
whidh grew mcwc and more impenetrable and in- 
(riiiafe. We obferved, tbat he did not walk in a 
^ralght line, but in a^erpentine dn-eflion. The 
idarkneEs encreafed ivvhen wc had walked about 
half ail hour. My tutor Hopped fuddenly. ' 
" Stay I" he Exclaimed, " (lay, good friend, and 
" tell .w what thoa wanted } we (ball not pro- 
-" cccd any farther!" "However, he went on 
without TCtutning an -anfwer, beckoning at the 
dmt 4\riK to OS to follow him. <■ No i no !'' 
I cifdaimed, .*' thou flialt not efcape us," offer- 
ing to run iftcr him. " Stay, for God's fake, 
" ftay !" feid my tutor ; keeping me back, 
"coHfider that wc are In his powerr' ""What !* 
*»Ai{mtd-I, "flwuld this fellow play the fool 
With file?" .So faying, I difengaged myfcif and 
^efW after him. When I was nearly come up 
with Mm, and ftretching out my hand to take hold 
*f liM 'tattered garmeiirs, he (brew down hi» 
ttrutches and coat, and began to ^un with the 
fwiflnrifs of a hunted deer. 'I alfo ran as faft aa 
it was in-nry power, but foon perceived that he 
C4fpifled'ine very much in nimblenefs. He pof- 
iiiflid-a woAdetful dexterity in getting through 
' tfic 
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the buthes. and underwQO^^ vhkb. impeded mj 
courfc every tnoment. Ofcentimcs, when I, fan- 
cied I had overtaken hJm* he difapycared fu^den- 
IftL and having fcarched for Hax in vain a con-* 
fiderabic time, he ftiewcd hjmfelf ag^un at » great 
d!ftan(;c «n the oppo(ifc fide. Now we had teach - 
ed an open J^oE, and, looking baek after my com- 
panions whonj I had entirely forgotten in the heat 
of the race, I faw my old tutor, who with my 
fervant had attempted ijj. vajn to follosr me» 
ftrelching out his hands toi me, andwastjuft go-, 
ing to return, when ray man fuddealy fclidown,. 
without being; aWe to get wpon his l^a again. 
Seeing this, J. darted to the place- where be waa 
itruggling togctup,. wd was only one Itcp dif-. 
tant fromhimi-when he ftarted up,- and threw 
him&jf into tbtc adjacent buihcs. i purfucd him' 
with th« i;npetuonty of a hitntfman, who thinks 
to be fure Of his. game, which- 1 thought was m/- 
calfTf, becaufc the beggar was ahnoft wtthiu the 
teach of mjr hand, ana hobbled very mudi fincc, 
his fali. However, I found myfclf utterly dif-. 
appouted- I loQ fuddcniy fiebt of him, and^ 
furcing^ myway chrougb the buUiee, faw hun fit- 
ting oa iho grafs at a great diftanfic. He oSered.: 
not to fiir till ] was only three paces dillant from > 
h, wheu he once more ^ot up, puifuing the . 
race through' the forell with incredible velocii 
ty,ftiUhobbUng very much. It now begm t* gro|w 
ewreowlj dark, and looking back, I coirfd feft. 
none of my compuiioqs. I Ihoutcd, and my Cer- 
Taut jnfwawd mc-at a great dUUnce, Firmly 
Tcfelved to return, and to fifld out my fellow- 
adveatuien, I directed my lo'c^ once more tp . 
the fppt where 1 had Ipft %ht of the beggar. 
Imagine my' afltonifhwent, when X^aw Jura in » 
dawUng raaptle hanging on a tre*,and ftruggling 
YioleoUf. Thii fight, though 'AimA furprifcd 
. B.3 me 



aa THE VICTIM OF 

ne very much at firll, prompted me at U(t to male 
another attempt. However, it mifcarricd like the 
former ones. He had difcngagedhimfelf before I 
could come up vHch him, and begaiti again to 
run. But now he could not efcape me To caGly, 
his &cry mantle ferving me as a guide. I had in- 
deed taken hold of him feveral times, however he 
always efTccted his efcape with wonderful facili- 
ty, and at laft difappeared with hie mantle- 1 wait- 
ed a long time, flattering myfelf to fee hUn once- 
more— however I waited in vain. 

The darkneft of the night fwayed all around', 
the faint rays of the moon peeping only now and 
then through the thick branches of the trees, 
'. which rather increafed than dimini/hed the 
gloomlnefs of the fcenc. I had been huiried 
along as if in a trance, and now firll recovered 
again the proper ufe of my reafon. •« Where 
••am I?" was ray firft word, "What have I 
done ?" However, the hope that my companions 
could not be far o(F, gave me fome comfort. I 
went back, Ihouting and hallowing as loud as I 
could, but no anfwer wa» returned. I heard 
nothing except the hollow echo of my own words. 
^— I fhuddered with dreadful apprehenfions. 
"Gracious heaven!'* I exclaimed; ■' without 
** a companion, without st guide in this dreary 
*' folitude t" and threw himfelf upon the grouiid. 

I had not been long in this alarming (ituation» 
when fomcthing ruHled behind me, I flarted 
up and unQieathcd my fwotd. « Who is there ?'* 
1 exclaimed ; but it was nothing but the ruftling 
of the wind in the leaves of the bulhcs. £rc long 
a ftorm fccmed to be rifing. The wind began to 
roar, and the ancient oaks to Ihake violently. 
••Fool that i was I" I exclaimed, "to fuffer 
" myfelf to be enfnared in fo filly a manner I" My 
vords died away in Uk florm, which began to 
eacteafo 
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CQCTcafe every moment. Tlie ruftling of the 
Icares, the cracking of the trees, and the howling 
of the wind compofed a difmal horrid noife. The 
light of the moan difappeared Intircly, and the 
impenetrable darknefs of night furrounded nje 
with all Its horrors. 

Overcome by fatigue, I laid myfelf down once 
more ; but was fo lefllefs and uneafy** that I foon ' 
got up again, walking flowty onwards. The 
branches of the trees were conflantly beating in 
my face ; I ftumbled every moment, and fcveral 
times came to the ground. I was feized with ad- 
ditional terror, when I at once heard a howling 
and roaring around md,''which was entireljr dif- 
ferent from that of the (torm, and made me ap- 
prehend the approach of wild beads. I gave my- 
felf up for lolt, ftaggering onward with the ago- 
ny of a dying pirfon; and at length came to an ' 
open fpot where I faw light at a di(tance. I re- 
covered a little from my apprehenfionai and re- 
felrcd to advance towards it. Ere long I perceived 
that the howling and roariiig purfued me, and ' 
began to run with fo -much velocity, that I fcarce- 
ly touched the ground. The uorm continued ' 
to rage wkh unabated fury. My eyes were con- 
ftantly dircfled to the fpot where the light came 
fitom, and when I had nearly reached it, I felt 
fttddeoly to the ground. I hurried up with the 
halle of' one who is purfued by a robber with a 
mked fword, and having advanced a few Heps, 
found mjrfelf at the gate of a caftle. However, 
I peroeived at the lame time to my grcatelt ter- 
ror; that the howling and roaring was coming 
nearer and neartr, and fancied 1 faw fome wild 
bcafts not far off. I knocked violently at the 
calllc gate. *» Who is there ?■" fomebody whom 
I could not fee, fnarled with a rough voice from 
shore. •; For God's fake," exclaimed I, " oper 
B 4 "Huickl 
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(' quicklv the gate to a man who has lofl hts way 
** in the foreft, and ts purfucd by wild beafts !'** 
No anfwer was returned. My agony incrcafed 
with every moment. At length the gate was 
opened. The entrance was as ftill and gloomy, 
as the grave. I groped my way through the' 
dark. " Come f" faid the fame voice 1 had 
heard before, and at ^e fitme time a hand, cold 
as ice, palled me along. I (huddcred violently, 
and was going to retire when the gate was (hot 
after me, with a thundering noife. 

Perceiving that my retreat was cut oS*, I bade 
defiance to my fate, and rcfolved to meet the 
worft as a man. The icy band wag drawn back, 
when I had advanced a few ftepa. I (topped tb 
wait till it (hould again lay hold of me and lead 
me farther i but I waited m vain. '* Good friend^ 
^aid I, at length, "will yon -conduct me to the 
" mafter of the houfe 1"— But no anfwer cnfued. 
I groped around, cxpcfling to find my guide, 
whom I fancied to be near me, but he was gone. 
Although I liAened with the greatell attention, 
yet I could not hear the moil diftant found> noc 
a foot-flep through the whole building. Kot a 
fingle ray of light broke through the ilifmal dark- 
nth which furroundcd me, and I proceeded with 
fxicndcd arms. Having advanced about thirty 
ftepa, I felt fomc refillance } I examined with nif 
hand, but it fnddenly darted hick t I attempted 
once more to ftretch out tny hand, and ftag- 
gered back, whco like the (irfl time, I felt a heap 
of fcuUs and bones. Horror and a chilly tremor, 
ihook mv whole frame. 1 was almoft petrified. 
The awful Aitlnili which furrounded me was ftill 
UJi interrupted. 

I was fixed to the ground, wildly ftaring through 
the impenetrable darknefs. At length I heard a 
hollow broken found, at a great diffancc. I lif- 
lencd attentively. After a long paufe, it vibrated 
in mj ear a fecond time. The id» that I had 
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nothine more to lofe, and that «very means of 
effeftbig my cfcape from that ^e(^(^c^ce of hprrbr 
were cut off, entirely i^bHued my fear, and 
prompted me to folfw ' tllat found. I ftaggcrfd 
with fearful ftep^ alon^ thp waK which led mp to 
a ftaircaCe. Harlng defcended five ftpp^ I heard 
a doleful groan npt fardiftanf. I advanced flowl^j 
and with the utmod clToimfpeQlon, ipufing on 
my aakward fituation, when at once I felt my paf- 
fag^ ohfttuf^ed by a door> which I opened with- 
putdit&culty. The roan) to which if led, Wag 
alfo a te^lcicI^ce of darknef* and diftn:)! flftnce, I 
hallowed, but po anfwer was ret(irnecl, and I " 
refbWf d to enter it bpl^ly. Fortiinatciy I c?- ' 
^^:lined the entrance with my fqot, l»efore I pro- 
ceeded, andfqund with unfpeak^ble horror that 
it was bijttomlefs. - The hollow difm?l foun^ 
ftruck my nr again, horn ^ fm^l dijtance. I 
fltuddered viQtenily and flaggered onward. Eve- 
ry thing was lonely and filent all around. I cams 
to a fecoiid ftair cafs, alccnded feven ftcps, and 
tjiendcfcenided'ag many, whpn my eyes ^(Idenly 
bcficld a faint glimmer of ligl^t, which feejpca 
IP emerge from bclpw, at a ereat diftance.- Com- 
ine nearer 1 obf?rvc^ th^t I*was ftamlingon the 
brink of a (loop abyfsi from which the gUmtner 
broke for^h. An old half rotten ilaircafc led ■ 
down; I rcf»lTed to ript pvcry thing, and pijll- 
jng off piy (hoes in prder tp avoid making a 
noife, began to defccnd. When I came to thf 
eighth flep, I heard the hollow found agsfln : I - 
ftopped a minute, an<| thet^ went on ifrith (e^ 
turning courage. V'-'^c" * *wd reached ^hc mid- 
dle, th? light fuddenly difappeafcd^ and Impcpe- 
{ table darknpfs furrounded m^ once more, I 
topped ^nd began to con&dcr what I (hould do, 
when a (lone got loofe beneath my feet, foiling 
d9wn with a terrible noife againft the door of 
B J the 
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the vault. "Who difturbs my left?" the hoU 
low, well known voice eKcUimcd. Terror fealed 
my lips, and I wat rivetted to the ground in 
dread expectation. Tlie door of tlic vault open' 
cd flowly, and a pale white figure appeared, 
with a candle in one hand. It advanced two 
fteps, lifted up one hand in a menacing man- 
ner, and difappeared. My fenfes were loll in 
anxious dread, my blood congealed within my 
veins. 

I do not Icnow how I got up the Iteps. Hav- 
ing recovered a little the ufe of my fenfes, I 
perceived that I was on a way quite diiFerent from 
that which I came, and arrived at the bottom 
of a fpiral llaircafe. I had reached the fecond 
partition, when I puflied againft a window wirh 
iny right hand, fhivering the glafs-pane in a 
thoufand pieces. '* Who is there I" a rough 
voice exclaimed. Atthefame time I heard fomc 
perfoR open a door, and was iull going to an* 
fwer, when a mod alarming difcourfe filled me 
with new apprehen&ons. "Have you fliarj^- 
«'ened the knife?" one of the talkers aOced. 
" Yes, it is bright and {harp," replied another 
voice, " his blood (halt flow abundantly." 
With theft words the door burft open. Horror 
and defpair winged my fteps. I flew down the 
Aaircaie, when 1 was fuddenly (lopt by the ice- 
cold hand which I had felt on my entrance in that 
abode of terror. My fenfes fled, and I dropped 
down. , 

When I opened my eyes, I found myfelf in a 
fplendid room, and a girl with two fcivants-were 
rittitig by my bed-fide, chafing my temples. 
•' Wliere am I i" were the firll founds I utter, 
ed. They aflured me 1 was in good hands, and 
on my farther enquiries to whom the houfe be- 
longed, 1 was informed it was the property of 
the 
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tlic Countcfs of DarbiS) who would be {[lid to 
fee mc the next mornitip. An excelltrnt fuppcr 
wu foon after placed on the table, and the fer- 
vants retired when I had finllhed mf meal. 

When left to mjfclf, I began to mure on the ' 
adventures of that eventful and alarming evening. 
A thoufand ideas crowded upon my imagination, 
and I could not find a due to extricate mffcif' 
from the mazes of' wonder and aftonilhment in 
which I was loft. "In wbofe power am I at 
•' prefcm ? what will become of me ?" Thcfc, 
arid fimilar ideHs lay heavy on Aiyheirt. I was- ' 
impatient to hare'the myftery'of mylitiiation un- 
folded, and' yet 'dreaded that'peri6tl;'- Hope 
and fear crowded alternately uport 'my foul,- 
and thus I fell -at length aileep, overcome- b^V 
fatigue of body and mind; ■ 

I awoke-at'ten o'doclc in'the morning; and' ^ 
after breakfaft, -was ufhercd in to the lady of the 
caflle. Wherc'Yhall I 'find words to defcribe 
the fenfations which violently thrilled every nerve ' 
of mine, when I beheld my hoftefs .' — I will ' 
^thfuliy reliiM what I faw and heard. " 

J was -coIldli£teil throtigh diree 'apiftmerits to^ ' 
a clefet, -in*'whicK 'a lady >drefled in blacky 
with a veil of -the famccoltfur,-' was featcd on 
afofa. - She rofe when I entered the clofet, tour- 
tcGed very civillyj -and then retook her feat, 
unrciling her face. The word 1 was going to 
utter died on my lips. I never have feen a 
countenance more (triking and enchanting than 
her's. So~ much gcntlcnefs and expreOtoi), fo 
much beauty and grandeur I never beheld in A 
female face. A melancholy trait, which min> 
gled with the brilliancy of her exquifite charms, 
gave ber beauty additional attractive power. But 
I blufli at the weak piaure I have dsawn, and 
candidly confefs, that it is far beoeath the un- 
paral- 



2$ THE VICTIM OF 

paraHeled origlnaj. After z long p)ufe of wc»t« 
der and anonUhmcnt, I l^id fi»n«thtng is a fal- 
tering accent, which was to be la cfcufi; Cor my 
inttuding viGt. She could «at but ' obfenrc tb^ 
confufion in which the (ight of her had thrown 
me ; however, Ihe bade me welcome to her caf- 
tlei in very good Fiench> »nd begged me to he 
kited. 

Hex kindnefe dirpellcd mj por]:dexitj', ui4 
gave me new courage. I related my sdventurea 
canduUy. She was (eiaed with aftodUhmeot, 
and could not cotnpreIi«id the mjfitcf f of my 
rencounter with the beggar* I cpnfefled that I 
alio could not unfold if, when het *»kt ciitere4 
the room with a fmaU box and » letter, which bs 
g^fc to the lady. 

" When has this lette* been bfought ?" (he 
a^ed her fervant. ' ' Juft now," he replied. " Sir, 
•■* will you b" C> luud as to tell oic your name ?" 
I did it witheM befitation. ^e gave me the 
boi, aod i v»* ftruck with. aA9aiO>me»t when 
1 opened ii. The joo duMtp, the two di»- 
mon j . Tings, and the papcra which my tutor 
had mJ^ed, were iflcloftd i» it- The lady 
(tfiiing my aftoniOitnent, finiled and gsye mc 
tite lietter. Its purport itn » follows : 
" My LWy, 
«TJ»c c«ntei»s flf the boj wWch you wiU 
f* rcefiiw along with t^ letter are the |U{^per- 
f< ty of a youi^ (Mbkmaa who came laft night 
"..ip yowK caAk. I feeg you wiM be fo kiad to 
f* delt^er k to iaao, if tiis Hme be Miguel de 

. " WondorfBl," uoltimod I, " my »amc bat 
» «s yet been a fecrct in this couatryi hov cao he 
" hpve fo«nd it out ?" 
«V<miae," the ladyKj^Ued, " Ihat you «re 
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*f in the power of a n«n wlioni you cannot cf- 
'( cape.-.-'Wbo has brought the letter ?" 

The valet fmiled. " I never hate fcen a dref$ 
« (o whlmCcal as that of- the meflenger." (ma- 
gineto yourfelf, TUf lady, a nun with a motley 
coat (oropofed of a thousand lagSi 3 beautiful 
-ratin waiAcoat richly embaMcrea,. a fnuw-whiK 
^ard, black.hair«-MH 

"Idakc h»fte> my friend^, make haOe to 
<*^ftophim !" rexElaiined, « don't let him gD.-w 
** Where is he ?--I will fee him." 

«• It is too late, my Lord ! b* went away 
" as foDu.as he had delivered the box and the leb- 
«ter," 

The Countefs onlered h« fenra»t to puifw 
him without delay, and to bring him back iS 
^poffiblc. The valet promifed to dohiflUWOft, 
»id rulhed out of. the apartment. 

•« My Lady I" faidl^ fquecjang the hand of 
jjay chaxmine hoftefs, " I wouU giwe any thiug 
" if I cqidd fpcak with that man- O ! if you 
■«< could ivocvre me that bappinefa 1" 

Rawing hcF hand back, flie replied fmilipg, 
•* and what would yt?u give, ray l*rd ?" 

*' My Qod.l the nioft Ti^luable trinicet I have j» 
«; poflsffiMj I" So faying, I toolt out pne of 
the diamond ri(^. The cwunteft ftarted. " Hov 
« dear muft that man be to you, if you QW rcfolve 
« fo xtakf him &>ch a facriiice 4" 

"I caadidly confdi, wy I*ly, ihat my c«- 
••■ riofty ha# the gicaur fliare in it, for tncei- 
"titude is the moit painfijl thii^. The myftc- 
u ry mtift b? diCfolved, even if it fhould coft ne 
" ever fo tpmh." 

•» What ftrang* being* you men aw 1 you 
" aftcuff flwr f«x of cvKiofity, au4 yo» yourielves 
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"I cannot hbtcoaftfi, myi»Aji that I al-' 
«' ways havebeen extrcmclyfondof ^erything' 
*< myftcrious and uncotnmon. (She Ilartcd.) ' 
*' Fcrhapt I (hall render myfelf ridiculous in your 
•• eyes by ■ that confeilicm ; however this 'weak- 
• "nefs is fo ft rongly inter woven with my nattire* • 
" that I find it iinpofliblc to get rid of It. 

(' Why ridiculous f I rather am '^convinced,' 
"that the defirc for uncommon and adventiir- 
" OU8 event* hasproduced men of' the firftgreac- 
"nefs ; I am convinced that without a certain < 
"degree of enthuCafmnO'gmt memorable a£ti- 
'•■on can be performed." 

" Do you know> oiy I^y, that by your kind • 
•'defence of niy turn of mind, you are difplay-:'- 
"ing your own nrerrt* ?■* 

••"How doyoamcairthat ?*"'■ 

«*What elfe, but a fondnefsfor what it unv- 
"common- and extraordinary, . could hive ■ 
*' prompi.ed fo chzrming a lady,- who would be 
*' the pride of the mod elegant circles, to with- 
••draw from the great world, where flift 
■* wouM be the objeA of univerfal admirationf 
•■ to fluit herfelf up in a folitary -caltte, and ' 
« to refign her claim to the pleafures of life ?" 

" Alas I the pleafures -of life have no charms 
•' for me," (he replied with emotion. ■ 

My Lady- 

*• Every fcnfe for pleafu^e is dead within ms 
" lincc Count William has been fnatched away 
•' from my bofom in the prime of life- (here u 
"pearly tear Hole from her large- blue eye) — 
*• He has taken with him. to the grave- whatever 
** coutd have made life dear to- me*" 

When the f weet mourner was thus lamenting 

, her unhappy fate, a tenible noife arofe in the 

caftle, the door of our apartmcDt opened, and 

three 
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three flout fellows brought the beggar tied with 
cords into the clpfet. 

" What crime hare I comnutted. (he exclaimed 
« with a terrible look as he entered' the iput- 
*■ ment) that you fuffer me to be treated in fo 
*< cruel a-manner ?" 

*' This has been- done agunft mj will," faid 
I,,terri6cd. 

** My. Lord," faid one of the fellows who 
guarded him, " we could not bring him hither 
*' by other means } h« refufed to follow ut to the 
" calUci and. defended himfelf fo furioufly that 
** wc were necefStated to tie him." 

While the ferrant was fpeaking, the (tranger 
difengagcd himfelf from the grafps of his guwd, 
tore the cords afunder, threw one of his keep- 
ers to the. gToundj, and. lulhcd into the adjoining 
room. 

"There he willjiotefcape us," faid the Coun- 
tefsai I was flying after him, fear nothing, the 
room is well fecured." 

He liad bolted the door from within. I burll 
it violently open, looking eagerly around, but it 
was empty. " Where can he be ?" I exclaim- 
ed, examining every comer with anxious looks. 
However all my fearches were fruitlcls, not a Gn- 
glc trace of the llranger was fecn. I was ftruck 
with dumb aftonilhmcnt, gazing wildly at the 
company. 

A fcream of the Countefs roufed me from mjr 
^donilhment. She was as pale as afhesi and funk 
lifelefs in my arms. 

This accident would certainly have alarmed me 
very much at any other time ; but at prefcnt the 
llranger engaged mf whole attention, and made 
me rcgardkfs to any other objetl. Wiien I re- 
covered the ufe of my fenfes, and the Countefs 
from her fainting fit, W6 were ftaring at cach- 
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other Kith filent wmdev for (bme minutes.* At 
length Aie ordered ber people to retire. 

" Was it a dieaiRor an appBritien J" (he et> 
jriainud when left to ouifelvcs. 

*< It wai no dream, my Lqdv !" . 

*' Theti the flranger Jias really difappeared ?" ' 

•* So it fceim." 

She fltuddered violently. 

" tivioious Heaven 1 how is itpoJIibIc ?'^ flic - 
Tcfumcd, »f ter ■» loftg paufe of ' hor'roi<. 

u But pray, myXody, is there nofecretCde 
down, thFough which the ft^ang«rcould have ef- 
fected hi) efcapo i" 

*( I am fur« ther« is ntme ?" At the fame 
tiinf Ate led me to sviry part of the room { but 
after the (Hi^^^ft fearch n« fecret door could be 
fbund. The windows were (liengly grated with 
malTy iron bars, he coutd not of courfe bavf ef- 
caped that way ; he csuld not be cBitee^iled in the 
r«om> for there was nO' furnitsre in it, except 
fome chairs and tables and a fofa. 

« I mnft confefs (faid I after a fliort paufe, , 
Airing vriiich Ihe viewed me from top to toe) now- 
I alfo do not know what to.think." 

The Coontefigrpw mote and mow gloomy an^ 
fcrioas. She feemcd to revolve (bmcthing im- 
portant in her mind> and JtHctfonfc inintiteq 9f 
fpeechlefa medituion, fell on her knees folding 
her hands. 

Every fenfe of mine was loft in anxious expec- 
tation and <aftoni(hment. " Unknown, niyftcri- 
oui^ing!" (he exclitimed, with evident marks - 
of folemn awe, " if thou art fUil hoycring around 
us, invifiblc to mortal eyes, O I then hear th« 
jirayers of an unhappy woman ) T« thc«, at : 
iriiofe dread command obey the fecrct powers of 
nature, 1 addrefs mjktf, for mortal men cannot 
all^iatc oiy foficrings. If diou canft open the 

ilOQ 
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iron gates of death, and recall to life his vi^uns^ 
then let me fee once more a beloved bufband, 
who has been torn from my arms in a horrid 
cruel manner, that I may prefs him oace more to 
my faithful heart, and bid him a laft farewcU !" 

f was thrilled with ftrange feoCitions atthis. 
prayer. 

The Countefs ilill was kneeling, with foljled 
hands, and feemed violently agitated. Tears of 
anguith bedewed her lovely face, and (he refum- 
cd groaning : '• O ! if my lamentations and 
fighs can reach thy ear, if the fufferings of ahap- 
Icis being can move thy heart with pityi let mc 
behold once more the darling of my heart, 1 do 
not requefl the inexorable face to grant me the 
biifs of having my dear unhappy William ri^torcd 
forever to thcfe arms. All thitf i dare to with, 
is to bave the fad pleafuie of feeing him ooce' 
more* atid to bid isrn » Uft adku*" 

Here tears and heaYv liglis prevented her from 
praying any longer, when fnddenly a voice was 
heard : " uiouJbaJi nudbim hire btict man, afttr 
three days, at fie hour^ ^ mdnight. I ipJiantlf 
knew the voice of the nranger* and looked anx' 
ioufly around with awful c&ead, but could fee 
nothing. A chilly fweai bedewed my face ; a 
cold tremor feized my frame with icy fai^s. 

The Countefs Hated wildly at me, for fome tm- 
nutes, and at once ilartcd fuddenly up, gtafp- 
ing my hand as if in a trance. - " Do you hear f * 
exclaimed Ihe, wtih a dreadful joy. " Do you 
hear ? I Ihall fee him again. My prayers arc 
heard. I fhall prefs my William once more CO 
this fond bofom, Ihall hear once more the harmo* 
ny of his voice. O I happy, happy, wilhcd for 
meeting I" Then llie began to meafurc the loom 
with haft? ftridcs, exclaiming ever and anon, " I 
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fliall fee once more mj dear, m]p adored Lord,- 
and bid him an eternal adieu." 

My fceltng)' almoll ovcrpovered mc ; I could' 
not (land any longer that affefltng fcenei and left' 
<hc room. She wai clofe at my heels, and con- 
jured me to keep the ftrifteft fCcrecy, and not t» 
drop a word aboiit the appointed meeting la the' 
jirefcncc of her feirants, which 1 readily promif- 
ed. '• Thl« day," added (he, ■■ (hall be a day, of 
rejoicing. Excufc the violence of my cmotiona 
— I cannot check the powerful effedls of fenfati- 
ons which I hare long been a llrangcr to,— 
" Will you be fo kind to flare with me the joy« of - 
this day i" •* I am veryforry," I replied, " that- 
it is not in my power to accept your kind offer ;v 
but you know, my Lady, that my worthy tutOr 
is (till ignorant of my fate ; and you can ealUy:- 
think that the good old man will »dc£1 my re-- 
mm «itlt pilnfni anxiety." ' Slic could not con- 
tcft the jnftnefs of my remark ; infilled however 
upon- my (laying dinner. No other choice was ' 
Int me, but to accept her prcQing invitation* 
The dinner wa« excellent, -and the Countefs fo ■ . 
lively and good bumoured, that thefervanis were ■ 
furpriftd, and began towhifpcr theh* remarks in ' 
eaoh other's car. . 

Dinner being over, .(he difmiflltd me, butnor- 
befoTel-hadiolcmnly promifed to return with my 
tutor- in> three days, ,ii^ not fooner. However, I 
did-not' leave the boulc before I had cleared up ' 
my-Wiol^. my(lerious advcni«re of the preceding . 
nighb The ice-c(rid hand->-the IkulUand bono • 
^■the fpc£lre, and every thing' that had filled mc 
with fo much terror, I fonnd nowfo natural, thai 
J . blufhcd at my childiOi fears. The cold hand 
belonged to the phlegmatic porter, and perhapt 
it appeared then colder to me than it- really iras, . 
becaule I -was very much heated.. Ho bad drawn - 
hii. 
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Iris hand fuddcnijr bock, beciulc F trembled vio- 
lently, and (Iruggled to tti&ngage myfclf. He 
had not anfwcrea my que(tion> becaufe I had 
a&cd it with a faltering voice, and left me to- 
light the candle which the wind had extinguithed. 
My ftaggering Heps had led me to a remote part 
of thehoufct where the Countefa had ere£ted * 
kind of maufoteum to her deceafed Lord ; and' 
my hand had touched the Ikulls and human bonet 
it wai decorated with. The groant and lighs,. 
which I had heard, came from an oM poor wo- 
man, who had a violent tooth-ache. When the 
ftone rolled down, (he went out of the cellar,, 
where Ihe was fuSeied to lie, to fee who wab 
there i Ihe threatened roe with her hand, and 
went back, becaufe (he miCtook me for one of the 
ferrants, and fancied the ftone had been thiown' 
4owa «n piirpof: to frighwn Imt. Tne door 
which had led me to the botcomlefa room, be-> 
longed to an old cellar, where the Heps had been 
deOroyed by the ravages of time, and which the 
fervants had left open out of carelefihef^. The- 
room on the fpiral lUircafe, where I bad broken 
the glafs-pane, was inhabited by the cook and 
butler. Their difcourfe, pjrt of which- 1 had 
overheard, concerned a hog, which wa* tobs 
killed the next day. When I was hurrying dowa- 
the Itaircafe, the porter received mein.hiaarnH,. 
being afraid I might tumbledown, and carried 
me, during my fwoon, to the apartment where 
I recovered the ufe of my fenfes. I was afhamed . 
that this accidental concurrence of circumftances» 
which if coolly confidered, were nothing lets than- 
alarming, could have rendered me lb ridiculoufly 
fearful, and cowardly, and took a firm rcfolutioa 
toaf^ with more rcfle^lion in future. " This' 
adventure," faid 1 to myfelf, <■ Oiall teach me to 
b^idlo my impetuous imagination,, to examine 
ercr|, 
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erery thing unconunon by' tbe torch of reafoD. 
and thus to guaid my vjadet&inUng againd ihf 
danfrerous delufioH} of a lively, impetuous fao- 
ey.'* 

I gave a ducat to the fcrvant of (he Countcf3> 
who tiMt been fent with me to (how mc the way,' 
for his trouble, as I pretended ; howeTCi my TC?i 
titvr was to bribe him to a confeflioii, my curio- 
fity of receiving a fatiafaf^ory information of the 
circumflances, and tha life of the Counlcfs, be- 
ing harrowed up to tlie utmoCt degree ; but I wav 
T^ry much difappolnted. 

" All that I know of my Lady (faid he) is very 
llitle, bccaufe I have npt been long in her fervice. 
She came about three months ago tothUcaftle, 
with an old gentleman whom Oie called uncle> 
and 3 fervant, who departed as fuon as the was 
properly fettled. She leads a wry zetiied ami 
utaft^e'ers life, is fajd to have becu married in het 
■ nineteenth year to an amiable nobleman, who 
three years afierhis marriage had been aJTaSbiatedr 
nobody knows by whom i She bag.lamwiied het 
poor Lord theii two years, and uever »cnve» 
coRvpaoy, K9 one can tell wteFe &e cornea 
from } the is fuppofed to be very rich» and of 
3 great and noble family. Many peo{^ thuik 
that the name by which Ibe goc^ is ficiitkHM." 

I afked him whether he knew aotbiiig further ckf 
her? 

" Not a fyllabie (anfwered he, after a (hort fi- 
lence) except ihac fbe is the heSi lady 00 earth> 
has aa excellent heart, and {iciform« many chari- 
table deeds in fecret She feiuj*} for initancfi. 
every week one of u& in difguifs to town, to in-' 
quire for people who have been reduced by unme- 
rited misfortunes, atvl to adminiller relief to 
them. But we muft carefHlJy conceal from th(^ 
objects of her bencvoleB^c the aams pf their he^ 
nefa^refs. 
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nefafhe^ if -we wiQ not be diftnlflcd her fer. 
Vice,'' 

*< Excellent woman !" exclaimed I, and was 
jufl goingto'give vent to the fcdings of my heart, 
when .the fervint direftcd my attention to two 
people who were ^aHiing towards us. We had 
not advanced fifty Aept, when I knew them to be 
my tutor and my fcrvant. 

I fiew on the wings of impatience and ioy to 
meet them, and preRed my old governor with as 
much rapture to my heart as U^ I had not ken 
him many years. The firfl emotions of joy being 
over, I fcnt the fcrvant of the Countefa back, and 
ordered my vafet to follow him at a diflance. 
Then I related to my tutor at large, the adven- 
tures I had met with (iace our fepiration. His 
countenance befpolce alternately anxiety, joy and 
aftonifhment, while I was teUting my extraordi- 
jiaty talc, at the conclufion of which he prefled 
Mnc to his bofoia with » father's tendernefs, ex. 
4:lai[ning with tears of pleafure in his eyes. 
'• Thank God ! thank God i that you are reftor- 
ed to me ! — But ought I not to chide you a little 
(added he fmilin):) for all the unealincfs and for- 
low 1 have fuifercd on your account. The dan- 
ger ia which my life has been 1 will not mention, 
for that you could not forefee-" " Tour life in 
danger ?" I cKclaimcd, terrified. " Ihc fcr- 
vant can wiinefsii!" he replied, calling our man. 
Now I firll psTCclved that rfie poor fellow was 
very much wounded in his face. " Forhcas-en's 
fake! what has happened ?" " Let me tell you 
the (lory from the begijininp," faid my tutor, ' ■ 

'« 1 was running after you yedcrday, as long as 
tnyicgs would carry me, but when I funk to the 
grbund, oTcvpowercd by fatigue, I ordered the 
leivantto follow you. He returned when it was 
waxing dark, with the intelligence that he had 
, loft 
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loft Gditt^ foil, and not been aUe to trac« yt^ 
out. Not knowing our way back, vt were ob> 
liged to lefolve to flnp in the foteft. Wc laid our- 
felves down beneath an ancient oak, and fooM 
fell afiecp in fpite of the roaring tcmpeft." I in- 
tcmipted him : *' have you alfo beard the roaring 
and howling of wild beafls ?" 

<' We heard the roaring of the (lorm and the 
croaking of the raven, but no found of wild ' 
beads. Have you heard any thing Pictro ?" 

The fervant denied it, and I begged my tutor 
to proceed, not without fome marks of altoniih- 
mcnt. Having viewed me a while with examin- 
ing looks, he continued his narrative. 

" The dawn of morn was breaking through 
the doudSf when I awakened' the fervent. I was 
determined to go in fcarch of you, happen whiC 
would. Having advanced about half a mile, two 
ruffians ruihed out of a thicket, and foon were 
joined by four more. We were furraunded in 3^ 
moment. Their countenance betokened thirft for 
blood and murder, and iheir daggers were un- 
(heathed in a twinkling of an eye. ' Here is 
money,' I exclaimed, ' Spare our life. * Down 
with the rafcals !' exclaimed their fav age-looking > 
leader, fnatching the purfc from my hand, and at 
the fjme time attacked me vrith his ruffian band 
in a molt furious manner. The daggers of our 
aggreflbr were chiefly pointed at me. 1 defended 
myfelf with unfpeakable fury ; however, my 
rage would have availed me very little againfl the 
united llrength of fix llout feUows who fought 
with undaunted ardour, if Pietro had not fupport- 
ed me fo bravely. His zeal in faving mv life made 
him forget his own defence, witnefs thefe wounds. , 
Yet wc certainly Oiould have been overpowered 
at lall, if heaven had not fent a third perfon to 
our afliftance. And who do you thitik it was ? 
. , -The 
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— -Ilie whimCcal beggar was that gilardian an- 

Aftoniniment and wonder did not tuBct rat to 
utter a (ingle word, and my tutor refumcd : 

" He flood fuddcnlf before us^ a> if fallen from 
the clouds, and to lum I certainly owe the pre- 
fcrvation of my life, for be warded off the Aroke 
.of a poniard which would hare pierced tnj heart. 
The ruffians no fooncr faw him, when they flung 
ilewa their poniards and ran howling awajr. 
< Now you may return to the town, without fear, 
(faid he) you arc fafe.* He then left us fuJdenly 
^fote we could utter a word. We returned to 
town i however, the idea of the dangers which 
jnight threaten your life haunted me crery where* 
^nd I refolrcd tq go once more in fearch of you* 
Pietro reminded me of the danger in which I had 
been this morning, and entreated me to let him 
go alone ', however, anxiety for you did not fuflcr 
me to flay behind, and I am rejoiced that nothing 
could perfuade me to lillen to his prayers, for I 
fhould then not have had the pleafure of prefling 
. you to my bofom fo foon." 

•' Deareft, befl of men !" He {topped my 
mouth, and would not fuScr me to go on. <* No 
praife ! no thanks !" faid he, *' I have followed 
the impulfe of my heart, and am amply rewarded 
for it by your fafety. But do you know, that this 
accident hat coll us the r«n of our wealth." 

*■ Did 1 not tell you, that the ftranger has re- 
lurned me every thing ?'* So faying, I gave hii^ 
*he hot. 

»* Every thing ?" he replied, after he had in- 
(pefled it. *' Is not one of the diamond rings 
miflingi" 

<* That I have given to the Coumefs." 
He llarted back, feized with afloiufhment. 

. " I have 

[.3,1- J ,ti(K)^l>J 
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•' I have told yoo, that I promifedlna fit of 
enthufialjn, to give her the ring, if flie could pro- 
cure me an interview with Ihe myfterious beggar ; 
ihe fent her people after him ; he appeared and 
the ring was gone." 

*< What an enormous extravagance \ — And (he 
accepted it f" 

" She refufed it at fird, and even feemed of- 
fended at my offer ; however, my pride being 
wounded, I pr^^fTed her fo long and To ardcnilyj 
■'till (he at length yielded to my importunate pray- 
ers." "Well thcn^" faid fhe, "I will accept tn« 
ring, and wear it in memory of the man vho has 
been the chief means to al&rd nre an opportunity 
of fatisfying the moft ardent defire of my heart." 

My tutor fhook his head. " I almoft fliould 
fufpefl," faid he fmiling, <• that pride has had 
the fmafleft Ihare in this gift. TiVhat does your 
heart fay to that ?" 

" Indeed! I do not comprehend you." 
' " Not .? "Why then, do you blufti ?" 

" My Lord ! pray look at that ftrangc man 
yonder I" my fervant exclaimed fuddenly, point- 
ing at a man who at Tome dillance was walking up 
and down with hafty (Irides between two rows of 
trees — now proftratcd himfelf to the ground, and 
now jumped up again, walking to and fro. The 
fpot whtie we were was in a remote part of the 
fuburbs. The fun was defcending behind the 
diflant mountains. We flopped and looked at that 
ftrange fpeflaclc. At length we advanced nearer, 
with gentle fteps. He prollraied. himfelf again, 
beating the ground three times. " Give i>e bade 
the dead, I muft fpeak jo her1" he cxchUmcd. 
t)n taking a nearer view of that man, Ibelietd a 
living fkeleton with an afh-paleface and flaring 
looks, who haflily ftaitcd up when be perceived 
II. 

" What 
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»• What arc you doing here, good friend?" 
my tutor enquired. He Uarcd wildly at us, and 
aftn a paufe of dumb agony, exclaimed atlaft 
with a deep groan : " O that clernitj keeps her 
booty fo faft C '< Let us begone (my tutor whif* 
pered in my car) the fellow feems to be out of his 
wits." Wc went. 

Twilight was juft fctting in, and ve had not 
proceeded twelve ftcps, when we heard fomebodf 
exclaiming behind us : " Come up, barbarous 
mother 1 come up from Beelzebub's realms, af- 
fume the form in which I faw thee lall ! come up ! 
lonly ;n>3nt to fpeak a few words to thee, and 
then thou mayft rccurn again to hell I" 

We flopped, felzed with aftoniFhment. 

" This is a (Irange conjuration, (Caid my tutor) 
iel us return » 

He had not pronounced the laft word when z 
man paflcd us, walking with hafty Heps towaidf 
the conjuror, and enquiring with apparent anxie* 
ty : " Have you feen her ?"— " No, no, no I'* 
the conjuror exclaimed, and tore his hair. Whet^ 
we came up with them, my tutor afked what thejr 
were doing there, " Shall I tell it ?" faid the con- 
juror whom wc had feen firft, to his companion, 
who, after a few moments coo fi deration, told 
him he might do it, and left us. 

« That man, my molt intimate friend, has had 
the misfortune to be married to a woman who waj 
a pattern of wickednefs % horror and indignation 
would fcize you, if I were to relate fomc of her 
villaniet. Howcrer, fate ordained that flic fhould 
be her own executioner. She hanged bcrfclf Tome 
days ago, while my friend was gone out, and con- 
cluded her life with a mod horcia deed. The 
only objed which reconciled my friend to his ad- 
verlc fortune, the only comfort of his life, was a 
little girl whd was entirely tiie reverfc of hermo- 

VoL. I. I C ther. 
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tbcr. Th« latter knew that he doated on the 
childi and wag determined to tlrilcc his heart a 
deadly wound. The unhappy child has not been 
fecn fince her unnatural mother's death. Whe- 
ther fhe is yet alive, or has been made away with ~ 
by the infernal woman, is an impenetrable myde- 
fy ; all cur enquiries have been fruitlefs t tiot 
even a veftige of the little girl has been traced 
out as yet, and my friend bcf^ins to defpair." 

" But pray, Sir, what is the meaning of the 
" conjuration you was juft now performing:, 
<* (we aiked his comrade, who had joined us) 
«< and why did you conjure her here ?" 

" Having made away with herfclf," he re- 
plied, " flie could not be interred in the church- 
•*yard, and has been buried here. I was going 
•' to raife up her fpirit, to learn what w« be- 
" come of my daughter." 

" I pity you, poor man, but if you fancy a 
" conjuration will procure you that intelligence, 
" you may go home without troubling yourfelf 
•< any farther in vain, for nobody did ever re- 
" turn from the world beyond the grave." 

•' Excufe me, Sir ! the conjuror replied 
with fparkling eyes, '• this would not be tfaefirlt 
time that the dead obey my fummons." 

My tutor and I dared at each other, and bethg 
firmly perfuaded ttie man mufl be out of his 
fenfes, 1 begged my companion to let u( be 
gone. 

When we were going, the conjuror laid hold 
of my aim. " I read in your looks," faid he, 
*< what you think of me ; but if you wiU be fo 
kind to come home with me, I will give you a 
pToof that my alTertioti is true.'* 

•* I take you at your word I" faid I, and beg 

ged my governor to let us accept hit invitation 

flc contented to tny propofal, and we were in 

fonned 
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Formed on the wa^, that thcfe two men were pro- 
felToTS of the occult fcienccs, and that the king- 
dom of fpirits was obedient to their command. 
We arrived ai their houfe in lefs than half an 
hour, ordered our fervant to await our return at 
the door, and were {hewn up into the attic ftoiy. 
One of our conduflors went up before us to light 
a candle, as he pretended. He really met us on 
the Hair-cafe with a candle, Oiewing us into a 
room hung with black tapeltry. He locked the 
door and went into a dark chamber, which he 
3klfo bolted. Then the oonjuror alked me in a 
whifper, whom I fhould lik6 to have raifed up. 
I do not know, how it came into my head to de- 
fire him to fummon the fpirit of Galilseus, the 
celebrated Italian philofopher. Having whifpered 
his name into his ear, he promifcd to raife him 
up, and begged me to lend him my fword. He 
then fpread a white cloth on a table which was 
coTcred with 3 black carpet, upon which a human 
ftuU was placed, put a candle on each fide of it, 
and told us they were compofed of human fat. 
After thcfe preparations, he placed a large book 
marked with ftrange charaAen before him and 
entreated us not to utter a word. Having pro- 
mifed to take his advice, he brandiihed the fword' 
three times over his head, and drew a circle, 
which extended as far as the door. 

My tutor was looking deliberately at the Conju< 
ror, watching 111 hit motions with the greatcft cir- 
- cumfpeftion. 

'i'be necromancer Teemed to be abforbcd in 
rirofound meditation, and ftood motionlcfs be- 
fore the table a confiderablc time. At once bis 
eyes began to roll wildly in his head, and his 
teeth to gnalh. His whole frame was violently 
ftiaken and contorted. He threw himfelf on the 
ground, and then ftartcd up again, exclaiming 
C % in 
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in a wild accent : *' Genius > Genius ! Gcniut t 
« I command ihee to obey the power which is 
" given me over thee, and to appear in a living, 
*' vifibtc iOiape !" Having pronounceil thcfe word»» 
his mouth began tg foam, his eyes to roll in his 
head, and his whole frame to quiver. His face 
grew deadly wan, and he beat his breaft three 
times with trembling hands, when to my utter 
aflonifbment, a terrible Ihake darted from his 
bofom, cringing upon the table and cncirclttig 
the fliull. At once it offered to attack us, when 
the conjuror took hold of it. Jt now crept tamely 
up his back, he flroked it, and leemed to attend 
its fecret commands. On a fuddcn it darted again 
at us, we ran to the door with a loud (hnek ; 
however he pulled us violently back, and bade us 
not to leave the circle as we valued our life. ■ 
When we turned round, the fnake had difap- 
jeared. 

He now went to the bolted chamber dcKM", 
beating feven times againft it with his fword, 
and then darted fuddenly back, approaching the 
table whereupon the book was lying. He took it 
up, turning its leaves, <>ne of which he kifled, 
and then fcemed to pray fervently. This done, 
he went again to the door, knocking lilently 
againft it one time, but jumped fuddenly back into 
the circle, and began to tremble violently. After 
a fliort paufc of horrid lilence, he brandifbcd his 
fword like a madman, went once more to the 
chamber door, and knocked eleven limes againfl 
jt without miering a word. Now he drew a num- 
.ber of jnyllical ^charajflers on the table, wpnt 
^aigain to the door and knocked nine times againft 
it with great violence. But feeing that the fpirit 
llill rcfufed to obey his fummoiu, he icpeatcd his 
blovi eleven times. 

I perceived 
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I perceived with allonifliment large drops of 
blood trickling down from the fockets of the 
Ikull. I made my tut»r obfenrc il, but "he wink- 
ed at me to be quiet. The conjuror wa$ enraged 
at the obftinacy of the fpirit, and fummonCdhim' 
again with five, then with twenty, and finally 
with eighteen (Irokes againfl the door, when he 
perceived that the myftical number was com- 
pleated* and roared with a tremendous voice :- 
*' Genius! Genius! Genius! I conjure thee to 
bring up the dead." A violent noife arafe in the 
adjacent chamber, and his alTociatc rufbed out of 
it, proftrating hi mfelf howling upon the ground;- 
exclaiming at the fame timi: with a trembling - 
roicc, that he had fecn the gboft of Gali- 
l«us. 

I coulil not conceive bow he could pronounce; 
that name, becaufe he had not heard it, nor bad 
the conjuror mentioned it, and defircd to have 
the door of the dark chamber opened. However 
they refufed it at firfti fearing I Ihould be fright- - 
cnedtoo muchj yet when we infifted upon it, - 
he led us to the door. Darting an impatient look 
into the chamber, I obferved with furprife, that 
part of it waa illuminated with a light, refcmbling 
tl)at of the moon.' When I' advanced nearer, 
I beheld an old man wraps in a long fhroud, 
wth a lilvcr beard, and hollow cheeks, (landing 
in • remote corner. Ere long he made a motion 
as if going to - come nearer. I Haned back, 
thrilled with horror, and pulled my tutor after 
rac, who during the whole proceeding had beea - 
very cool and attentive. 

Before we left the room, I laid twelve ducats 
m the table, which the conjurors pretended not > 
ts obferrc, replying upon our oral acknowledge- 
ments, .that they were rejoiced at- havkig.«futcd ■ 
C.3i , , PUP- 
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eu r error, and convinced us of the poflibility tif 
apparitions from the other world. 

" The latter," faid 1 to my tutor, when wc 
were in the ftreet, " Will not be the cafe with 
you i or has perhaps your unbelief in apparitions 
■lib been removed ?" 

" No ! cenainly ijot. Are you then really 
convinced of your fuppofed error i" 

" I confefs my unbelief begins to give way at 
laft." 

<■ I hope you do not believe that Galilgtus has 
lealiy appeared ?" 

" My reafon druggies agaiuft U -, however my 
eyes have /Jm the ghoft." 

*• The fcnfes can cafily be impofed upon, ica- ^ 
fbn however is infallible, and which of both 
ought to be your guide in doubtful cafes l Tell 
me what have your eyes feen ? An old man in a 
white fliToud, you wtU fay ; but how do yoa 
know that he was Galilieus ?" 

"But if you will compare all the different cir- 
cumllances attending the whole proceeding from 
the beginning to the conduGon, what can you 
think?-' 

**That they are a tiring of ftrange events, 
which, however, may eafily be explained in a 
very natural manner." 

" Then you believe thefe people to be impof- 
toTs, V ho have cheated us after a preconcerted 
plan ;• 

•• Nothing elfe j but let us go to fupper ; ve 
will {peak farther on that fubjeS." 

" Very likely,'' began my tutor at table, the 
two conjurors went to the fpot where we faw 
them firit, in.-prdcr to get money by impofing 
upon the cTcdulous. The foliiary fpot in the 
fuburbs was moll convenient for their juggling 
tricks. They co uld not fail to attraft the curio- 
" ' Cty 
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fiiy of an nnvarj paflenzfr by their wliimlical 
proccedingg, and they had, very likely, juft be- 
^un their tragedy when they faw us at a diftance. 
The whole fchemc was certainly pre-concerted, 
and the other aflbciate has been concealed fomc»~ 
where in the neighbourhood, and appeared on 
the ftagc when he faw that he was wanted. The 
doleful tale of the cruel mother, is, to all ap- 
pearance, a foul forgery, which has been impofed 
upon us, in order to give the whole a varnilh of 
truth, and to tie the knot of the play. I forcfawt 
as well as the conjuror, that you would accept 
the invitation- of thefe cheats." 

" Granted what you have been faying were 
true, you will certainly find it difficult to explain' 
the fubfequent events," 

•< I hope thefe difficulties will not be infur- 
niounublc. Pray tell me, what do you find pre- 
t'ematural in thcwtiotetfanfaflion? the tremtdingy 
the rolling of eyes, and the mimicry of the impof- 
tor? orperhaps the genius who appeared in the 
fhape of a fnake ? I cannot but confefs that I my- 
fclf was Ilartled at itj- however, on mature 
conlideration, I recolte£led that fnakes can be de< 
privedof their poifon, and tamed in fuch a man- 
ner that they will obey the command of their 
ma&er, appearing and difappeaiing whenever he 
likes. Or do yon think the blood which trickled 
down from the fockets of the (kull, has been the 
cffc£t of fupernatural means ? The fight of that 
fpeftacic is indeed furprifing at firft view, and 
certainly would have had the fame efFe£l upon me, 
if I had not known already the trick by which it 
is produced. The whole forcery conTids in a 
bladder filled with blood, which is concealed in 
the infide, clofe to [be fockets, through which 
the blood is forced by the preffurc of the fnake^ 
which winds itfclf around it as you have feen.. 
C 4 Mucl 
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Much lefs fupernatura] Dull has been required to 
raife the dreadful noife in the adjoining chamber. 
The extraoidinary light which appeared to you 
like moon fliinc, has been cffeaed by a magic 
lanthorn. The apparition it fe If — I blufli to men- 
tion it— how eafily could it be produced by optical 
means, or reprefentcd by fome fellow or other 
who wasconceilcd in the chamber, if you confidef 
the length of time which was taken up by ihe 
preparaiioni of the conjuror." 

" Thus far," I replied, •• you have enpfaincd 
tvery thing in a manner which docs honour to 
your acutencfs and fagacityi however, tlicrc re- 
mains flill one point which requires to be unfolded 
if all my doubts (ball be diffolved." 

" And if I could not do ir, would you con- 
clude that it cannot be explained at all In a natu- 
ral manner i TliC only rcafonabic confc<jueace 
■louldbt^ tiatl hal-e nafaffiffrnt Knowledge of 
juggling tricks ; for in that light, I mult undoubt- 
edly view the proceedings of men who are guilty 
of fo many artifices, as I hare already fufiiciently 
proved tliey have employed." 

" But thcfe jugglers, as you call them, mud 
indeed have proceeded with alloniihing art, be- 
caufe the man who pronounc^^d the name of Ga- 
lilxus, could not hear a fyllable of what I whif- 
pered in the ear of the necromancer. How cpuld 
he know that I defired that philofopher to be 
raifed up ?" 

*< Is an impoCtioQ any thing lefs than a cheat- 
ing trick, becaufe it is wrought with uncommon 
«r| i But what would you fay if I Qiould prove 
that it has not been fo very fubtle as you fancy ? 
You maintain that the man who has been con- 
cealed in the chamber during the whole procefs, 
could not be informed of the name you whifpercd 
in his aSbciate's car : however, you would find 
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it'ilifiicult to pro?c your alTertloa. The necro-' 
tXianccr knrv the name, and of coiirfe could im- 
part it tohU airillint, or do you think there ex- 
i(l» no other means of communicating one's ideas 
to anotiier pcrfon, than language ? I only aflc you 
whether you hare not obfcrved the repeated blows 
which the conjuror AiUcIe againft the chamber 
door ? What would you fay, if it fliould have 
been preconcerted between them,- that a certain ' 
nomber of blows Ihould exprefs a certain letter of ' 
the alphabet f could then the other not have really ' 
heard the name'of Galilseus?" ' 

«* Tou are light^ (faid I, after a fliott -confide. ' 
ration} " I yield to your jutUcious arguments." 

" And yet you' have forgot to man- one objcc- ' 
tion whiffh appears to me not to be'the-leaft im-' 
portant. If one did not know what theatrical art,' - 
and diKgent application can effeft, ' then the feri- 
oufnefs and varnifh of truth) which the jugglers ' 
knew fo well to combine with their words, gef- 
tures and a^ons, would indeed powerfully plead 
the fiipernaturality of what we havewitnefred." 

" Your obfcrvation is very juft. That feriouf- - 
nefs and varnifh of truth has really contribnied a ' 
great deal to deceite me-" 

'• If you like> we will pay theie gentlemeA ano- 
liter viflt, andrequella fecond conjuration; then ' 
you will be enabled to convince yourfelf of the 
truth of my remarks." 

I confentcd to it with plcafurC, -and wc went 
the fubfequynt evening. Having paid them fo 
handfomely the preceding night, they were very - 
ready to raife up another ^holt. I dcfired them to ' 
conjure up theghoU of Cervontei. Their proce- 
dure differed from that of the preceding night in 
nothing but the number of the blows, which -be- 
trayed the whole fecret. The conjuror knocked 
at nrfl three timeS/ becaufe the name of Cervan- 
C 5 tet - 
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tes begins with the third letter of the alphabet, 
then he knocked five times, to denote the letter t, 
and thus he proceeded 'till all the letters of the word 
Cervantes had been communicated to his aflociate. 
i^s Toon as the door was opened I ran to the 
chamber \ the fpeftrc advanced towards me, how- 
ever I faced it boldly, and obferved that it bore 
not the leaft lefembhncc to the pi£ture of Cer- 
vantes. The impollors, feeing that they were 
unmafltcd, entreated us to fpare them, and con- 
fcded without hefitation, that the talc of the. 
barbarous mother was a fi£lion. But one thing 
they refufed to confefg, and I would now give any 
thing if they had, what had induced them to play 
that farce. 

. " I am corered with (hanie," faid I, when wc 
were in the Itrcct, " that I fufiered myfelf to be 
deceived by fuch miferable wretches." 

«* O ! how happy Ihould I be, my dear pupil !•" 
my tutor replied, preffing my hand affcftionately, 
*' if this (hamc fhould produce the falutary cffe^, 
to make you, in future, more cautious in your 
judgment. But, alas! I have great reafon to ap- 
prehend that your philofophy will not be capable 
to lland more dangerous and artful teniptatioD» 
of that ifature, fince you have fufTcrcd yourfelf to 
be fo grofsiy deceived this time. " "Will you pro- 
Hiife me," hcTC he prciTcd me tenderly lo hie bo- 
fom, '* that when I fliall he gone over to my 
eternal left, you will faithfully obferve the prm- 
ciplcs I endeavoured to inftil into your juvenile 
mind, and combat your fondnefs' for whatever is 
myftcrious and uncommon, that you will always 
attentively liflen to the falutary counfels of rea- 
fon, an4 never yield to the feducing delufionsof 
your fenfes and imagination. Do you promife to 
fulfil this well meant re<juc(l of your friend, of 
your fecond father?" 
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I promifed it wiih teart of afiisAion. 

The fubfcqucnt day I received the following 
note from the lady of the caftle : 
" Mt Lord, 

»• I pray, I conjure you, to come to" Darbia 
caftle as foon as poffible, and not to forget to ' 
bring.youT-old reverend friend with you. 

Amelia db Darbis. 

My tutor, whom tny defcription of that lady 
had mademc very defirous to get acquainted with 
her, was rejoiced at that invitation. ' However, 
itapptared very ftrange to him that it was fo un- 
commonly preflin'g, ' and he afked me whether I 
could not guefs the rcafon.^— '• No," I replied. 
He' fmilcd archly. •* Then you guefs nothing ; 
nothing at all?" " How can you allc fuch a 
q^MoiT, indeed I cannot I" "And how can you 
perrift in giving me an anfwcrfo little confouanc 
with your countenance ?" '• And if I Jid jucfi 
anything," I rcfumed (lammering, "who knows 
whedier I might not be miftaVen?'* "That is 
entirely out of the quedion I neither did I want 
to know it — Butcomc, let us go!"— I was glad ' 
to get out of the room. 

Prdfound filence reigned in our carriage for a ' 
quarter of an hour, when my tutor took the note 
from the Countefs out of his pocket and read it. 
1 perceived thut he-was abforbed in ferious medi- 
tation. " If I am not millaken," he at length 
began, *• the Countefs is to fee to^ilay the ghoft 
of her hufband." 

" Yoii arc right — this is the third day — " (he is 
to fee him at midnight." 

" So, (fixing an examining locM at me) do you ' 
guefs nothing ?" 

" Indeed ! a thought llrikei me — however — " 

" Well i'" r- 

" I hope Qie will not invite us to b: prefent at 
the appariiioo of the ghoft.'; 
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*' Who knows ?" 

" Bui why Ibould (he have conjured us to come 
as early as poflible ? you know he will not appear 
- before midnight." 

" An apparition requires a preparation." 
" How do you mean that ?" 
He remained lilent. 

I mud here take the opportunity to ohferve, 
that my tutor, ever (ince the myllerious beggar 
had favcd his life from the banditti, was eitreme- 
]y Tcfcrved in his judgment on that man, and 
■ every event in which he was concerned. AH the 
inquiries I flarted on that account, ciihcr remain- 
ed unanfwered, or his replies were very unintel- 
ligible and mjr&enous. Whenever he thought he 
could not leave the arrangement of my conduct 
to my own difcretion, he only gave me dillant 
hints, and very rarely made exceptions from that 
rule. What has prompted him to do fo, I cannot 
afcertain. He either had changed his opinion of 
him, or fancied to induce me, by afling thus, to 
think and to judge for myfclf, or perhaps meant 
toobfervc that ftrangc being with redoubled cir- 
cumfpe£lion, to invefligate his proceedings fc- 
cretly, in order to unfold his views and plans, 
and to uiiveil the myftcry unexpeflcdiy. In fliort, 
I am ftill doubtful what has prompted my tutor 
to aft in that myfterious manner, which certain- 
ty againll his wifh and expe£lation, llrengthencd 
my belief in the power of the Unknown more and 
more every day. 

We got out of our carriage at the fkirta of the 
wood leading to Daibis-caftle, and ordered our 
coachman to be on the fame fpoc at Cx o'clock in 
the afternoon. We were well provided with 
fwords and pillols ; however, we had no occafion 
for them, neither in ccming nor going, Wc went 
the fame wa; the feivant of the Countefg had led 
, - line 
I , -I Anooyk' 
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me three days before, and after half an hoar's 
valk arnved at the caftle. 

The Countefs met us at the entrance ttf her 
room with the prayer to cxcufe the abrupt and 
prefling manner of her invitation. " In additicHt 
to the dcCre," {he added, addrcfling my tutor, 
« to be acquainted with the friend of fo excellent 
a young man, I have been urged to this flep by 
the diftreirmg Gtuation of my heart, which I can 
reveal to none butyou." 

"Iwjfti, my Lady,"" faid I; a little forward, 
that I were fo happy— (here my tutor gave mc a 
look which fuddenly cut the thread of my harangue 
afunder, and I found it utterly impofliblc to go 

" Indeed" he rcfumed when he obfcrved my 
confulion, " we (hall be happy to do juAice to 
the confidence whi-h your ladyfhip repofea in us !" 

She. begged us to be feated, addrening us in 
the follbwing manner : " My Lord, I truft your 
nobk pupil has no fccrets from you, and of courfe 
will have informed you of what has happened in 
my houfe three days ago." My tutor affirmed it. 
" Give mc now leave to difclofe to you the con- 
fequences of that incident : the trance' of rapture 
to which the promife of the Uhinawn gave rife, 
and which ^turning to mc) continued while it was 
nurtured by the pleafure which your prefenCe af- 
forded me, that happy trance diJTolved in more 
moderate fenfations as foon as I was left to my- 
fclf. However, my heart was Itill elated with 'a 
fecret unfpeakably fweet fatisfa^ionr, by the idea 
of meeting again my dear deceafed lord. Biit 
this unclouded ferenity of mind was, alas! of. a 
very fhort duration. I began, by degrees, to re- 
fleu fetiouffy on what I had done, and the more 
I refle£icd, the more the fweet fenfations of my 
heart were melting away, and gave room to a moil 
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diftrclChg unearmefs which iticre%red erery md^' 
ment. 

" The dcfirc of feeing once more my dear 
ever-beloved lord, which till then I had confideir- - 
ed as innocent and ju(t, appeared iiow to me ve- 
ry culpable and wicked, and I wiftied moll ar- - 
dciitly the Unim-wn liad not granted my prayer. 
My confclence tormented me with moA painful ' 
reproaches, and my fancy haunted me by day and 
night with dreadful phantoms^ My heart was af- 
fa'iW by the mofl diltrelTmg unealinefa, and I 
trembled to fee the man whom but lately I wilh- 
ed to fee once more. The promifc of the U/i- ■ 
itiawtt, which at firll' thrilled me with unuttera- 
ble rapture, fills now my foul with -horror, and 
1 dread the approach of night with the agony of 
a haplcfs culprit who is led tp the place of exe- ~ 
cution. Grifly phantoms harafs my foul, and my - 
perturbated mind divines a thoufand horrid 
thoughts. O my Lords ! fparc mc the painful ' 
talk, to defcribe the defponding Hate of my poor 
heart, which as yet baa been fo much the mote -: 
excruciating, becaufe I have had nobody to whotti > 
I could unbofom myfelf. I have not one conG- - 
dential foul in this lonely folitude. No one but ■ 
youifelf ia acquainted with the incident which 
h<i£ plunged mc in that Itate of honor, and none 
but you is privy to the fecret fource of my me- - 
lancholy, which 1 am fo little able to conceal, that 
all my domeftics have noticed it with furprife."' 

Here {he paufed a moment, and then icfum- - 
ed: 

• 'Now you know every thing. AlEU me with 
your friendly advice. My heart is dreadfully agi- 
tated, and my ftrengtli dwindled away. To your 
fagacity, to your courage, I take my lail refuge. 
Alas ! I do not know how to aft, if you fhould 
lefufe me your kind allidance." 
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" My lady," my tutor replied, after a fliort (i- 
lencc, " will jou be fo kind to anfwer mc a few 
queftions ?" ' 

*■ Afk whatever you will % only, advife me what 
I (hall do, and filence the dreadful llorm which 
nges within my heart." 

" Have you leen the unknown for the firft time 
three days aRO ?" 

"I have." 
■ " Have you never heard any thing of him ?" 
*• Never, in my whole life." 
" You have dcfired him to let you fee iheghoft 
of your departed Lord, and of courfe mufl have 
confided in his power to ^ant you your prayer. 
What reafon had you to do fo !" 

'* The extraordinary and wonderful things your' 
noble pupil related of him* the eafe with which 
he tore afundcr' the cords he was bound with, and 
his difappearance in a room from which it is int^ 
poflible to efcape^ have raifed that confidence in 
my foul. The extraordinary things I have heard 
and feen, could not but make mc fancy, that he 
mull be a being wha can command the fecrct 
powers of nature,: and this idea prompted me to 
befeechhim to grant nie a meeting with my de- 
parted Lord." 

•* And why did you dcfirc that meeting ? what 
rcafbn had you to wifh to fee the dcceafed once' 
more i" 

He has been torn from my fond bofom in a 
mod (hocking manner -, has been aflaOinated in a 
foreign country ;. and I wifbcd to^ fee him once 
more, in order to bid him a lad adieu." 

" Love then has prompted you to defire the 
apparition, a love which could not be (haken by 
death itfelf and a feparation of two years ?— — 
And what reafon have you to apprehend your 
Lord will be offended at yonr/end/ie/f for him ? ' 
- - "To 
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*' To difturb his reft, to interrupt his happinefs = 
beyond the grave— this idea tortures my afflided 
heart. ' 

My tutor endeavoured to combat this appre- 
hcnfion, and his efforts feemed not to be with- - 
out fucccfs, Some faint rays of returning fere- 
nity foon appeared in her countenance, which 
had- been orcrfprcad with a melancholic gloom, ■ 
which encouraged him to fummon all his elo- 
quence in order to difpcl entirely the cloads of 
(adnefs Aill overdarkening her ancdic face. He ' 
was fo happy as to attain his aim. Her eyes, 
-whichhad oeen deprived' of their ufual brilliancy, - 
began to be animated again \ her cheeks, covered 
with deadly palenefs, recovered their rofy hue ; > 
and that enchanting dimpled fmile, which always - 
had powerfully charmed my foul, adorned agaia •■ 
her crimfoning lip^, but a few minutes before 
the feat of gloomy melancholy ; every trace of 
fadncfs'vanilhed from her brow, and the chearful '■ 
dawn of hilarity reappeared on her lovely face, . 
fmoothing every wrmkle of inward forrow. I ' 
read the triumph of my tutor in his fparkling eyes, . 
and began to direfl the converfatlon to fubjeds 
more pleafing, and more conducive to chearful ■ 
ideas. He comprehended my hint, and fupporttd 
mc with all his power.- The Countefs feemed to 
have entirely forgotten the apparition, and took- 
a lively (hare in our converfaiion. Our difcoutfe 
became more animated at tabic i my tutor dif- 
played an inexhauftible fund of plealing anecdotes - 
and witty failles, and our charming hollefs was in 
an enchanting humour. 

How quick is the cranfition from one extreme 
to the other ! faid I to myfelf, when I compared 
the prcfent fituation of the Countefs with that 
in which we had found her on our arrival. Five 
hours of plcafure fled on the wings of hilarity . 
before 
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before we rofe from table, which had been 
ferved with extraordinary fplendour and talte. 

After dinner Qic propofed a wait in the garden. 
On OUT way thither we came through an apartment 
where I obferved a piflurc which engaged my 
whole attention. I {lopped to look at it. " How 
do you like that pii^ure ? our holtefs enquired 
after a filent paufe, heaving a deep (igh. " It is 
a Tcry interefting phyfiognomy !" faid I, in which 
I was joined by my tutor. " I am rejoiced that 
the portrait of my fainted Lord is honoured with 
your applailfc." At the fame inftant her coun- 
tenance grew gloOmy and ferious, which remind- 
ed us that it would be prudent to leave the room, 
and we hadened to the garden. 

" I find on mature con C deration/' the Countefs 
beZia after feme turns iri the garden, '* that I 
ihall not be able to uand (lie fight of the appariti- 
on, if not fupportcd by a friend. {Here my 
tutor gave mc a wink.) You hive iiuleed fet my 
confcience at reft in that rafpeft ; you have con- 
rinccd me tjutt my fear is unfounded, and that 
I have nothing to apprehend from the anger of my 
Lord i however, I fear fuch an awful fceiie will 
overpower me too much, and that I Ihould not 
be able to avail myfelf of the afliftance of your 
arguments ; I forefee that female weaknefs will 
utterly deftroy the beneficial e9e£t of your cou- 
vinctng reafoning, and that fa unnatural a Gght 
will be too rou^h for mc." "My lords 1" The 
then added, in an accent which no feeling man 
can refill, "iince you have already obliged me 
fo much, would you grant me one prayer 
more?" 

*• We are at your command, my lady !" 
" Would you be fo obliging as to be prefent at 
that awful fpe^acle ?" 

^ My 
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My tutor protclled, he was very forry to hate 
ordered the coach at fix o'clock, 

" O ! if that is all, I will fen4 one of my fer- 
vantE to order your coachman to come to-morrow 
morning." 

**But, my lady, would it not give rife to 
difagrccable refleflions among your domeftics, 
if we were to ftay all night ?" 

" Leave that to me — I will make them believe 
that your pupil is a near relation of mine, 
which will remove every Ihadow of fufpicion." 

My tuior was too much the gentleman, to re- 
fufe any thing in his power to a beautiful lady, 
and we confentcd to (lay. 

Joy rparkled in her charming eyes, and every , 
look of hers befpokc the lively gratitude of her 
heart. "Come! I will (hew you my favouiiM- 
fpot !" (he faid, and led iis to a bower, the (ight 
of which evidently befpoke its owner's melancho- 
lic turn of mind and talte. (' This is the foUtary 
afylum where my mtnd is wont to wander 
. through the mazy labyrinths of ferious medicati- 
ons, where I can indulge the fwect delufions of 
fancy, and give vcnc to my feelings, where the 
fuffcrings and joys of my earlier years vifit me, 
and the fcenes of my pa(t life afford me a fpcflacle 
fo entertaining and fo pleaQng, that I almod live 
entirely in this place." 

" Can fo young a lady (I interrupted her) 
" have indeed experienced fo many freaks of for- 
tune ?" 

" O, my lords, my life is fo ercntful, and 
my adventures are fo (trange and wonderfulj 
that thofe to whom I (hould relate them would 
fancy they .heard a nurfcry-tate." 

<< Who could think fo if jqu Qiquld rchtc 
them ?" 

,- , « If. 

I :„i- I .A.(K>tjk 
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•* If you will promife me not to betray my fc- 
crcts {(he Tcfumed after fomc rtfleflion) " I 
will give you a (ketch of. my life, and I flatter 
tnyfclf that my talc will at leaft not feem tedious 
to you." 

We promifed, it, and flic began, after we had 
feated ourfelres : 

■> I was born in a provincial town of France. 
My parents are rich, and of ancient nobility. , 
My mother hated mc in the fame degree in which 
my father loved me, and all my endeavours to 
gain her love, proved abortive. My father did 
every thing in his power to unroot this unnatural 
hatred from her bofom, at leaft to check its bar- 
barous efie£lG, but in vain ; her hatred increafed 
with every reproach which my father loaded 
her with on that fcorc, and (he tea2cd, Ihamed. 
and humiliated me, whenever (he cculd find an 
opportunity, and even beat me frequently. I 
bore her cruel treatment with a fubmiflion and 
patience which my father fccrctly admijcd 1 how- 
ever, he obferved at the fame time with inward 
grief, how my fufferings increafed every day, the 
more I (trove to conceal them. My ftrength 
("windled away, Tapped by the hand of (ilent 
grief, and the lofes of youth withered on my 
cheeks. 

" One evening when my mother and brother 
were gone out, he fent lor me to his ftudy. 
The affrfling fcenc which then enfued is (till 
prefcnl to my recollection. He was fitting at 
his writing de(k, when I entered the room, and 
Tofe to prefs mc to hii aficflionate heart. * Come 
to the bofom of a loving father, he faid, * and let 
mc fpeak comfort to thy fuffcring mind. . The 
anticipation of the pleafurc to fpcnd with you 
our common birth-day, (I was then thirteen and 
my father fifiy-thrce years old) has filled my hc^rt 
with 
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with fecret joy for fome time. 1 will not dcprirc 
you and myfelf any longer of the confolation to 
difclofc to you the feelings of a father*! heart. 
Poor girl !' taking my hands in his* and looUng 
tenderly at me, ' you are much in want «f that 
poor confolation.' ' O ! my father t' proancd I, , 
while tears of grief and filial afTe^ion bedewed 
ray checks. * 1 know what you have fufiered,' 
he refumcd, • and ftill arc fuffering, 

" God knows, it it not my fault. I have of- 
tentimes attempted to put a ftop to your afflittioQ, 
but alas I all my labour has been loft. Thou art 
not alone unhappy, my dear child, thyfather whoftf 
joylcfs heart feels for thee, fuffcrs too. 1 fiiould - 
be lefs miferablc if thou wer't not fo dear to my 
heart j for why Qiould I conceal it from thee, that 
tliau ut the darling of my life ! yes. my child, 
here were no human witnefs, where the all feeing 
God only hears us, I confefs to thee, that thou 
art to mc the moft precious jewel, my pride, my 
hope, and— every thing.' I kii&d his Kvercnd" 
hand with unfpeakable emotion. 

*' My conftitution is much impaired,' he con- 
tinued after a long pauCe, ' and I am fifty three 
years old. 1 feel, my darling, that I fliall not 
lire much longer, and therefore hare made my 
will.* I proftrated myfelf at his feet:- 'Nota' 
word more, my dear aSeiElionate father, if you 
Io»c your child. The idea of your death r«nds 
my heart afunder. O! God! if your prefenti- 
meiu fliould prove true, how miferable fhould 
then your poor forfaken daughter be ; this would 
, make mc really wretched 1 While you are hving, 
and (hare my fecret forrows, I cannot be cntitely 
miferable.' ' My dear child,' my father refumcd, 
* death is our common lot, and fooner or later I 
mull pay the debt of nature^ This life is nothing 
but a pilgrimage to pur eternal abode. Thou hall 
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as yet enjoyed very few cheerful hours j it (hall 
not be fo any longer. I am a rich man. 'Vhf 
mother and broiher have done very little to defervc 
my aSeflion: The latter is a malicious, proud, 
and licentious boy, and thy mother — alas I thou 
doft not Icnow the namelcfE injury and grief Die 
has caufed me. They have very little claim to' 
my fortune, and Ihall be made fenlible of it. But 
thou, my daughter, to whom as yet, I could prore 
fo little the whole ci tent of my afiedlion, Oiall 
experience one time that thou art the darling of 
my heart, the folc objeft th&t renders life ftill 
derirablc to a wretched man.' He prelTcd me 
tenderly to his heaving heart, while he pronounced 
thefe words. My tears mingled with his. He 
then gave me fomc pious inHruftions which hare 
made, fo deep an imprcflion on my mind, that I 
Ihall never forget them. 1 left his Uudy, moved to 
the foul. 

'* You will hardly guefs what was the fecrct 
fpring of my patient demeanor, which gained me 
'the admiration and love of my reverend father. 
I ought to account to you for it, and am fure 
you will be furprifed. I was not fix years old, 
when one evening an accident happened to me 
in our garden, which is fo wonderful and extra- 
ordinary, that it will hardly gain your credit. 
My nurfc, who was fure of my difcreiion, had left 
me to ftray by myfclf through a grove of beech 
irees, when 1 fuddcniy heard. an unknown voice 
exclaim — ^ AmeliaJ Amelia !' 1 ftarted, becaufe 
1 knew there was nobody in the garden but my- 
felf ; however my curiolity, and the melodious 
accent of that voice, foon I'ubdued my fear, and 
1 directed my eyes to the place from whence it 
came. But, imagine my horror, when I obferv- 
ed a white figure fitting in a dark grotto, not 
above thirty paces diltaut from nie. The appari- 
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tion made a Ggn to me to approach ; I was fixed 
to the ground, fur a moment, and then began to 
run as fait as I could, when the figure exclaimed 
once moie^ Amelia ! Amelia I dc not afraid, 
it is thy friend vbo calls thee.' But I did not 
venture to look back, and rsn out of the garden 
as fall as I could. 

*' This event had left fo deep an impreffion on 
my mind, that I could not cLofe atj eye* a Gngle 
moment the whole night. The apparition was 
conftantly hovering before me, and the melodi- " 
ous acclamation— ^jfff»//ri, h net afraid f vibrat- 
ed inceflantty in my ears. I began to repent my 
fearful flight, and to wi(h the apparition might 
reappear the next evening. My little heart was 
panting all day for the fetting in of twilight, and 
when evening came, was tilled with fecret joy 
and fear. I had told neither my parents nor our 
domeftics a tingle fyllable of the apparition, left I 
might not be fuffercd to go into the garden. 
My nurfe, who accompanied me thither at the 
ufual hour, left me again to myfclf when it 
began to wax dark. I kept at a great dtHancc 
irom the grotto, direfting, however, my eyes 
conftantly towards it. 'Ere long the white figure 
appeared again, calling with a fwect heavenly 
voice : ' come to my arms, Amelia 1 why did'lk 
thou flee ycfterday from thy friend ? come to 
' me, fweet child ! don't fear, I will not hurt thee !* 
fo faying, the apparition Aretched out her arms ; 
I was thrilled with horror; and going to leave the 
garden, when (he exclaimed : * Stay, ftay, as 
iliou valued thy happinefs ! If thou fleclt to- 
night, then thou wilt fee me no more I' the 
woid happinefs retarded my flight, and tlie appre- 
lienfion of feeing her no more made me turn back. 
CurioGty, and hope to be liberated from my mi* 
fery, afforded me courage and {Irength to ap- 
proach, 
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proach, though with flow and fearful fleps. On 
coming nearer I Taw that the apparition was a 
beautiful ladjr in a fnow white garment, Handing 
at the entrance of the grotto, with a bafket of 
fruits in her hand ; her figure was grand and ma- 
jeflic, her countenance the fweet abode of celef- 
lial kindncfs ; fhc appeared to mc an inhabitant 
of heaven's realms. A fight fo plealing and in- 
viting, at once difpellcd every remnant of fear, 
and 1 advanced boldly. She took me, fmiling, 
by the hand, leading me to the remotcft reccfs of 
the grotto, featcd heifelf on a mofly llone, and 
took me on her lap. Having kificd me thrice on 
my forehead, (he gave me the balket and faid ; 
• Come cat, fweet child, and rcfrcfli tliyfelf, 
forget in my arms the cruel treatment of thy bar- 
barous mother. I know thy fuJI^rings, and will 
alleviate them. We will meet here once every 
week. I will be a mother to thee, and promote 
thy happinefs to the utmoft of my power.' 

« She was ' as good as her word. I enjoyed 
her company once every week, and, 'ere long, 
our hearts were allied in the bonds of mutual af' 
fe^ion and holy fricndfliip. The time I fpcnt 
with her, and which always fled on wings of in- 
nocent pteafure, was dedicated to confulations 
and fage in(i:ru<£lioni. Now you will be able to 
account for my patience and forbearance, with 
which I Submitted to the cruel treatment of my 
unnatural mother. No feafon was more tedious 
to mc than winter, when I was not fuffered to 
go into the garden, and confequcnily could not 
lee the benevolent lady, becaufe (he was no where 
to be met with but in ihe grotto." 

*' Have you never been lurprifcd in her company 
by your nurfe ?" my tutor enquired. ^ 

"Never. She always difmifled mc before the 

icrvant arrived, who ufually ftaid away above 

half 
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half an hour. However, when I had attained 
my tenth year, I could enjoy her company for a 
longer Ipace of time, becaufe I had leave to go 
into the garden by myfclf, and frequently Jlaid 
above an hour in the grotto. The happy hours I 
fpcnt at that favourite place, made ample amend) 
for the many fufierings I experienced in the Courfc 
of the week, and I cannot but confefs, that I 
owe the improvement of my mind and heart 
vholly to the tender care of the white lady. 

** A little more than nine months after the afore- 
mentioned converfation with my father, 1 found 
her one evening deprefled by deep melancholy, 
and lod in profound meditation. She viewed 
me for fome time in mournful filence, and then 
began : * Amelia ! we muft part. I am going 
to take leave of fhee. Thou Ihalt fee me no 
more.' I dropped to the ground in an agony of 
grief, and fhcd briny tears of unfpeakable forronr. 
' Rife my daughter,' (he refumed in a melancholy 
drain, • rife and do not fpend with ufelefs com- 
plaints the few momenta I am allowed to ftaywith 
thee. Thou always haft been a good, obedient 
child ; Heaven will reward thy piety fooner or 
later. Take courage, and never forget the in- 
flruClions of thy friend. Thy prefent rhifcry 
tliall end in lefs than four months. More I dare 
not difclofe to thee — Farewell!' So faying, fiie 
flrained me to her panting heart, tears bedewed 
her face, while my forrows and groans fuffocated 
my voice. * Do not let us wantonly imbitter our 
feparation by immoderate grief fhe faid, at 
length, * my time is (hort ; liftcn to what! am 
going to fay.— Numberlefs misfortunes await thee 
in this vain world ; but do not defpair. Put thy 
confidence in him, who ordains the fate of mor- 
tals with paternal love andwifdom. He will be 
thy guardian, and one time lid happhif/s reward thy 
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virtue and tbj fuferingi. Let this idea fupport thy 
■ffliftcd heart when thy fufferings fliatl fccm 
cndlcfs to thee. Here, take this fealcd paper, and 
heep it !i9 a pledge of my unalterable fricndfliip for 
thee. Take care not ig lofe it, and let not idle 
curiofity tempt thee to open it before thou haO: 
found the man whom thy heart fliall choofc as a 
' partner in happincfs and affli^ion. It will beof 
great ftrvice to thee." So faying, ftic kiflcd me 
thrice on my Torehcad, adding with a faltering 
voice; 'Go now, and leave mc — the parting hour 
is arrived. Farewell ! We fliall meet again !' With 
thcfc words.'fhe difappeared in the grotto, and I went 
to'inv apartment with weeping eyes." 

"Hare you ncrer heard tidings of her after your 
frpa ration?" 

*' Never. Heaven only knows who this friend 
was, whence {he came and whither (he went. 1 
never liave iccn her any where before her firft, and 
after her tall appearance in the grotto. At our 
fird interview (he e^'oined me to keep our meet- 
ing fecret, clfc I ihould fee her no more, and 
under the fame penalty forbade me to enquire who 
(he was. The only key to the myllery, the dear 
pledge of her ineftimable friendlhip which fhegaTS 
me on my farewell vifit, I have lolt in an unac- 
countable manner. You cannot conceive how 
much this Tofs has grieved and aflli£ted mc. I 
dare tiot think of it." 

" Then you never have opened the fealed paper?" 

•'It was unopciicd when I loft it." 

Here flte paufed a while, and then continued : 
** Three months after the feparation from my 
unknown fiiend, we were vifited by an" aunt, 
whofe pretence had been rendered neccflar^f by , 
fome family concerns. She came from Paris, 
and flayed but a fhort time at our houfe. I foon 
engaged'hcr attention, and at the fame time be- 
came dear to her heart. Although my mother 

Vol. I. D carefully 
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carefully refrained from Slewing any ill wil) to- 
wards me in her prefencc, yet (he could not en- 
tirely conceal her dtllike to me from her prymg 
eye ; and my good aunt watching an opportunity 
to fpcak to me in private, prcflcd mc to difclofc^ 
to her my real Gtuacion. She had gained my 
regard and afie£lion fo entirely, that I did not 
hefitate a moment to yield to her tender requcft, 
' and faithfully informed her of the whole ertent 
of my forlorn fituaiion, which ilrcw tears of pity 
from her eyes. She allted me whether I could 
not rcfolve to go with her lo Paris, and to live 
in her houfe, which (he would endeavour to make 
as agreeable to mc as it (hould be in her power. 
Tou can cafily think that 1 accepted her ofier 
with rapture. My wonhy father felt not kfs 
pleafure at it, knowing: my aunt to be a prudent 
and honed woman, to whole care he fafely could 
intrull my education. He rejoiced at that wifhed 
for opportunity of procuring me an aiylum againft 
the rank and unconquerable haired of my mother, 
-who fecmed to delight in my manifold fufiering^ 
and forrows." 

" The only perfon who oppofcd this welcome 
propofal was my mother, of whom I had Icaft 
fofpeflcd any thing of that kind. She raifed a 
number of objeflions, which however were fo 
happily refuted by my father and aunt, that at 
length Ihe was obliged to give her confent to my 
jieparture. When I went to take leave of that 
tyrannical parent, ihe gave mc a numbef of dry 
-jadmqnttions, 9vhich fhe was pleafed to call af- 
fcAionate counfcis of a tender mother. My fa- 
ther gave me his bcnediAion with lilent grief 
and weeping eyes. A fmgle word ftom the lips 
of that dear parent would have fhaken my refotu- 
tion to depart, and kept me back in a hcufe 
where grief and forrow were conftantly under- 
niiiing my health and tranquillity, fomuchwM 
fcy 
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tttj heart deroted to him. When he was lifting 
me into the carriage, he {trained me once more 
to his loving heart, and it fecmcd to me u if he 
vas bidding me an eternal adieu ; which alas ! 
Vas really the cafe ;" the Countefi added with 
^reat emotion, after a (ilent paufc of agony, 
**IhaTe feen him no more; he died a year after 
my departure. The Hiocking intelligence of his 
death, plunged me in 3 deep melandioly and had 
almoft proved fatal to my life." 

'j^My aunt was as good as her word.^Beneath 
he^^fcitable roof, I found the ideal pt^urc of 
ha^^efs, which I had frequently drawn in the 
fwcct hours of imaginary delufion, realifed. She 
anticipated every with of my liltle heart, and her 
eyes oeamed with celclU?! pleafure, when Ihe 
could roufc in my foul the dormant feed of inno- 
cent Joy> bhe was a widow and childlefs ; I 
poflefled, ofcourfe, her heart undivided, and her 
whole great fortune was at my command. The 
influence which content and hilarity produced on 
my conftitution, became foon vifible. My figure, 
which had been withering on the maternal foil, 
began to be animated with new life and vigour, 
and I bloflbmed under the fodcring hand of my 
amiable relation, like a rofe tranfplanted in a 
luxuriant foil, and nurfed by the beneficial care of 
an induftrious gardener. 

*' Thus paired a year in undidurbed tran- 
quiUity, on rofeate pinions of hilarity and joy, 
when — " 

Here the Countefs was interrupted by a fervant 
who brought a tetter. 

" A letter from my uncle ! Ihe exclaimed. The 
fervant was waiting at the entrance of the door 
'till Ihe had perufed it. "lam forry," faid (he, 
" that I mull leave you for feme time. The 
regard 1 owe my uncle, and the important con- 
tents of the letter, oblige mc to return a fpecdy 
D 1 atifwer. 
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uifwer. I Ihall endeavour to join you as foon as 
pofliblc; 'till then, farewell coufin!" At thefe 
words the fervant gazed at me with curious looks, 
and our hoflefs left us to ourfelves. She ftaid 
above an hour. On her return the told u> that 
(he had been interrupted in her narration at the 
moft remarkable period of her life. "However," 
added (he, " fince this period would recall maDjr 
melancholy ideas which I particularly wilh to 
avoid this day, and fupper time is approaching, 
I will give you the continuation another lime/* 

We were fitting at the table 'till eleven d'clock, 
when the Countefs at once began to grow ferious 
and glpomy ; the prefentiment of the impending 
awful fccne,.feemed to have chafed away every 
.Qiadow of hilarity. She ordered the fervant to 
carry candies and cards to thf apartment where 
the apparition was to be, and ihen dclired him to 
retire 'till Oic (liould ring the bclL 

When he was gone, (he walked up and down 
the room with hally ftrides and iolded ;irms. 
A dreadful combat feemed to have taken place 
in her foul. At once ,(he Hopped, looking fear- 
fully around, and then flung herLelf on the fofa. 

My tutor interrupted, at length, the univeif^ 
Glenfre .— " Will you play, my Lady /" 

She gazed at him with aitoniOiment- 

<( Then you will not plaj ^' 

A thaking of her head was the only anfwer. . 

." I/ancied you would play, bccaufe you have, 
.ordered cards." 

i* Me^c pretext," fhe leplted, ^'-wiU you not 
fit down ?" 

We feated ourfelves by her fide upon the fofa. 
It ftruck a quarter after eleven. Her face grew 
deadly wan. 

• • What frail beings we females are!" fa id fhe 

at length. " A little while ago, I was alt rcfo- 

lution * 
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laiion ; ■ and now cvcrj fpark of courage is ntin-' 
guifhcd ! " 

My tutor took great pains to roufc her fpirit ;' 
but all his endeavours were fniitlefs. She grew 
feveral times fo faint, that vre were obliged to 
reyivc her by the appiicntion offalts. Her afli-' 
pale face' contraftedwith her black drefs. 

Vfbea the clock which was in the room ftnick 
three quarters after eleven, (he ftartcd up, but-' 
foon feated herfelf again, rcquefting me to bolt 
the doer. Evcrv look, every motion of the muf-' 
cics of her face befpoke the dreadful- agony of hor' 
mind. 

I bolted the door and -began to with my tutor' 
had not accepted the invitation. 

**I"am forty," fatd he, '* that my arguments 
cannot revive yourcourago. .'.■ ■•■ ' 

<'Ii ia not the fault of your arguments, but of? 
my imwinatioHj what, the former build, isdcf-' 
troycd the next moment by a dream I hadlalt' 

"Adrcam!" we both excktimcd> feizcd with? 
«floni(hment. 

•' Heati and then judge me. I. dreamed laft 
night, thatl'was fitting at -midnight, by the - 
tomb which you hare fecn.bclow ftairst reflefling- 
on the promifcd apparition - of my deceafed lord. . 
Solemn, awful ftillnci's of the grave, wai fwaying : 
around me. Not the-leaft breeze of air was felt. 
The horrors of darknefs furrounded me } a faint: 
ray of the moon, was trembling over the white, 
flones of the tomb, and rendered the Ikulls and^- 
bones which were placed upon it vifible to my 
xfirigh ted looks. At once it feemed tomer-aaif 
they were ftirring. Odouis of the grave aSailed 
my fAielling organs, and the tomb began to Ihake - 
violently^ - A hollow difmal voice called from the 
tomb of the grave: * Who dam-to ^fftni^b^the 
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»ell of the dead ?" * It is thy wife I* a ftcohd 
voice replied. * I wiilchaftife the daring wretch !' 
refnmed the 6rll vcHce. The tomb was fuddcnly 
fliakcn with a thundering voice, a gaping chifm 
appeared at the foot of the pedcftal, and agrifly 
ftel^ten rofe up, exclaiming with a dreadful voice 
—•Here I am! what doft thou want?' Ifiedsn 
wings of. terror, the Ikelcton was clofe at my 
heels, took fuddenly hold of me, and — " 

Here it (truck twelve. The tongue of the 
Countefs fecmedtobeTettered with the firll flrokei 
Qie flared wildly around, her bofom heaved vio- 
lently, her whole frame was . convulfcd with 
dreadful contoniont. No found came from her 
lips. 

-With the laft llroke the candles, were fuddemy 
e3ttingui(Iied by an invifibie hand ; the thunder 
Ihook the houfe, and the windows rattled, a pn- 
tcid odour filled the room, and a flafh of light- 
ning difclofed to our eyes a pale, ghadly- looking 
figure, three Iteps diftant from us, which at 
furll fight appeared to have a ftriking refcmblance 
to ihe pifluie which I had feen after dinner. 
His eyes were hollow, and traces of corruption 
were vilible on his checks. He was wrapped in t 
Ajroud, with which he endeavoured to (lop the 
blood (treamiiig from a gafung woUnd in his left 
fide. 

. The phantom appeared and difappearcd a* the 
lightning flaflied ordiedaway. The Inlervalst^ 
impenetrable darkncfsi which alternately con- 
cealed the fpeflre from our Gght, were more hor- 
rible than the apparition iika, — The ghoft feemcd 
6xed to the fpot. 

The Countefs dropped to the ground. Wringing 
her hands in wild agony. 

A long dceadful paufe cnfued. 

« trijf bait tbtu (aUiimt kitbtr f" 

■ The 
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the apparitiofl' fpolce only b]r mtervab> vhen 
thfc lightning rendered it vifible. The fiathtis 
wfTc always extremely ftrong and Ufting. 

The Counter* attempted to fpcak, bur tht' 
words died on her lips. 

The bleeding fpeftre lepeated his queftion, 
flow and awful. 

"To take an eternal farewell I" flie ftantmered 
at'lalt, with a faint »oice. 

" Jh th'u company T" Here his ftaring eyes mot 
dalhes of anger: — The Couatefs- looked by turns 
at me and my tuKT; the latter feemed on«nded, 
and was going to feize the phantom, but a terrible 
flaSi of lightning prolhated him to the ground. 

" WemattI •uiaman! woman!" 

"Ofpeak! thy. fervant hears with tremb- 
ling." 

•' What iuftntft ha/l thou with tht fin of mj 

She ftartcd fuddenly up :—*' How?" pointing-, 
ae me, " his father ihy murderer f 

•• He did not perpetrate himfelf the ruffim (kei^ 
h* fent bii myrmidoni to affaf^nate me,'' 

*< All-powerful God!" with thefe words 
I'funk on the fofa, almoft fainting. — Horror 
raifed my hair like the briltlet of the porcu* 
pine. 

*' Shamtfully, JhamefuUj_ have I hetn murdered I ' 
Uii here ! —fimmtn all thy fortitude ! look hivt they 
have treated riieJ" 

So faying, he uncovered his left fide entirely, 
and five gaping wounds were Itreaming with 
blood. This light dried up. the marrow in mj. 
bones. 

The Coiintefs - moaned like a maniac. *■ O ' 
fp):ak I" ihe ' exclaimed at length in an agony of' 
violent pain, " tell me what 1 can do for thee." 

D4 ** jiv.ng- 
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" Avengt th^HfoH my mi.TtUrer through KiagtuMi" 

mity ! I mufi tt gone !" 

Impenetrable daiknels concealed him from our 

eyes. " My difllny calls me hence. Be gena-au/^ 

and forgive my murderer!" 

" O ftay but a moment longer ; only one wor3 

more—" fhe exclaimed. A tremendous clap <4 

.thunder interrupted her words. Lightnings fiaOi- 

eA and the phantom vaniflied. 

* fat on the fofa loft in dumb aftomflimcnt*. 

The Countefs fecmed to be out ot hef fenfea. 

My tutor recovered {irft and.roufed me from my 
-ftupcfa£)ion. We then attempted to revive the 

Countefs; but a ILour endeavours were fruitlcft. 

I rang the belt furioufly. The fervants rulhed. 

into the room> and I exclaimed in an agony, of 

diftreli* " make hafte, make hafte to aflift your 
. lad y^ the has been feized with a f^intine m at 

play!" This accident alarmed the wlidWhoufe, 

and all the domeftics ciouded into our room. 

In about a quarter of an hour the Coiintef* 
recovered, but her ftrength was fo much eithaultcd,. 
that ihe hardly could fpeak. The fervants hinting 
that Ihe w'^nted to go to relt,'. we left bc'r 91UI. 
went 10 our apartments. 

When wc were alone I put fevcral quellion's 
vith Regard to the apparition to my tiiior ; finding, 
however, that be was very fparing vvitb his words, 
1 kept my opinions to myfelf. I (hall never for- 
get ihat night ; it was the moft horrid of my hfe \ 
iloubis, conjc£tures, thwarted eiipe^aiions", 
dreadful fancies, apprehenConsi &c. &c. &c. 
allailcd and tormented me by turns, *' My fa- 
ther !" faid I to myfelf, •' the murderer of the huf- 
baod of the dailing of my heart i ImppOiblc'l 
And yet iflrefitd on the reality of that dreadful 
apparition, how can I convince myfelf of the con- 

tary I Who knows in what connections my father 
baa 
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bat -been with the deceafed ? Who knows whether' 
he has not, deceived by f^lfe inrormations, re-' 
folved to bring a facrifice to the Stitt by theafTaf- 
lination of that unfor;unate man ? But perhaps- 
the whole apparition is nothing but a fraud of the' 
Unknown, and the affaflination nothing but a fic- 
tion, adapted to the plan he has formed with re- 
gard to me. Yet how can he dare to found hiy 
plan Upon fomething, the faltityof which Icati- 
detca fo eafily ? Eafily ?— Will my father ever 
confcfs it to me, if he has committed that murder i- 
and by what 'means elfe Qiall I know it ? Howe- 
ver, hoir does fiis probity, his noble- charafter- 
corrcfpand with an afiallination by the alTiftance 
of- banditti f No, if is a li&! But is not my fa-r 
ther a Duke ? perhaps he has been obliged, by 
reafons of ftate, to do what he would not have' 
done as.^ private man. And fuppofe it ftiould be 
falfe, alas! how IhaK I convince my Amelia of 
it ? What' will it avail me* while (lie believes it ' 
true ? In what light muft (he view the fon of her ■ 
hulband's murderer? How can I dare to appear 
beforeJier? O God! to fee her no imore, to 
fpeak-no more to her! And yet this might pcr-> 
haps be the only means to come totfaebottomoE- 
that myflerious matter. - The relation of her faif- 
tory might probably tbrow-fome lightupon the. 
words o£- the phantom, and afford a clue to come- 
to the certainty, — But to what certainty f Shall L 
notlofeevery thing-if the pretended murder ttiould 
boconfirmed ?" - . : i , 

Thefe and fimilariideas tormented me all night' 
long in fuch^ a manner, t^at my tutor was fright- 
ened at my appearance, when he faw me in the 
momingt 

The fituation in which I found myielf^told me. 
vAiM I had endeavoured to conceal from myfelf— 
that the beautiful Countefs had fettered my heart 
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for ever. I felt now that the Ceparatisn from her, 
which could not b: avoided, wouM make me nii- 
ferable to the htgheft degree ; and alas ! every lay 
of hope to avoid that ^paration, began to vanifk 
the more I rcflefled upon the nfatter. Ho4r wil- 
lingly would I have renounced all my claim to fu* 
ture grandeur, which I, as the fon of a Duke» ' 
was entitled to, to any one who had pointed out to 
me certain means of redoring the former relation, 
which had fuhCAed between myfelf and the Coun- 
tefe. 

I tofc very early m the morning, to enquire of" 
thcfcrvants how (he had refted. The phyHdan, 
who was jull coming from her apartment, told ihc 
the Countefs was in a fituation which made him 
dcipair of hci life, " The fever," he fald, 
«< which was already fo violent when I came, 
fcems to increafc with every moment. I muft firfc 
fee what rffcft the medicine which I have admini- 
flcred fiiall produce, hclore I can take further mca- 
fur«s." The information I received from the phyr 
lician was a dagger to my heart. I intrcated him, 
I conj.ured him with tears, to apply all his flcill, in. 
ofUerto lave a life for which. I would facrificc any 
thing. " 'Ihe Gauntcfs," I added, after fomc 
lefleftion, " is a near relation of mint', forwhem. 
J have the greatcft affefllon." The pbylician pro- 
mifed to do whatever Oiould be in his power, and 1 
left him with a bearing heart. 

" "What is the matter ? what iils you ?" my 
tutor exclaimed, frightened, when I entered his 
room. I told him every thing. He llrove in vain 
to make me cafy, and perceived with terror that 
his foothing aignments. incrcafed my uneafinefs. 
My apprelienfion for the life of the beautiful Coun- 
refs, beg^ to change into a furious grief, and I 
interrupted the coniolations of my tutor by cx- 
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prelTions of the moft riolent agony. He found it 
c^Memely difficult to remove me from the caftle. 

However, nothing; was gained by my removal, 
for I had left my heart at the calllc. 1 was in s 
Utae of dcfpondency, and nothing in the world 
\rtS capable of cheering me up. 1 fent my fcr- 
vant more than four times a-day to the cadle, and 
he always returned with the-inteltigence that the 
illnefs of the Countcfs was growing, more and 
more alarming. How frequently was I going to 
be an eye witncfs' of the fitnation of the lady ; 
hewetcr, the apprehenlion that the light ot me 
might increafc her illnefs, did not fuffer mc to go. ' 
Tom by two fo violent palSonsasloveand grief, • 
ray (Irengih declined vilibly, and the rofef of youth 
began to fade on my cheeks. My tutor, who ob-'- 
fcrvcd it with terror, fancied thereinoval from the ' 
fotirCe would cure the evil, and thcrefote propofed 
to contirtueeuT travels ; hov«ver I told him plain- 
ly' that I could not travel at prefcnt. All his re- 
monftrances proved - abortive, and l' kept firm to ' 
my refolution. 

All my- endeavours were bent iipOdflndiiig-out ^ 
the .Untnetvni ■ He was the only perfon of whom ' 
I^xpeflcli.advice andalTifta^ce. 1 enquired every ' 
where,"85t- nobody knew any thing of him. ' I 
roamed through the forcft for whole Says- 'till late ^ 
at night, but he was no -where to- be* found. 
Thefe proceedings I kept however concealed front ' 
my'tutor, becaufe I was well aware that he would 
prevent me from doing itjforfear fomeaccideat' 
might -befal mc ; and afking mc one lime, why I 
ftayeil out fo late at night, I pretended to take 
long -walks for no othCTrcafon than t»divertmy 
thoughts. 

One afternoon my fervant came to inform me 

that the Countefs was worfe than ever, and at the 

fame time gave me a letter. I knevr inftantly t.te 

band 
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hand writmf! of itiy &f hcT, and tore it open v tot 
how was I Aruck with allonifbment when I read 
ihe fbllowing lines :■ 

" I am very ill fatisfied wlth.j^ou. Itwastny 
intention you fhould travel, b%t not turn a knight, 
errant. 1 have been iiifqrined that you Have con- 
Ira^ed an iAtimntc acquaintance with a certain 
Counters De Darbis, and even difclofed to her 
your name aiid rank. Is this the obedience you 
pay to my commands lo travel incognito ? DoyoU' 
thus anfwer the purpofe for which 1 have fcnt yqa 
to travel ? How can you account for your fuficr- 
ing yourfclf to be entangled, in the very begin- 
ning of your travels, by a foolifh. paflion which 
iiiccs you to one Q?ot,. and fetters your, reafon ? I 
command yott, is you value my favour, tofct off" 
for • • • as foon as^ you have read this letter. , It 
I fliould hear that you do not inftantly execute the 
commands of your fatHer, the orders of the Dukf 
fliall reduce you to obedience. 
Your F:ither, 

Duke of ***iNAfr 
, ISlarquis of Villa***.' 

I was rivcttcd to the ground as if a clajfyrf thun- 
der had Aruck me, when my tutor ^?£flred the 
room. Hcalked me wiih altonilliment what. had. 
happened. I gave him the letter without rstuin— 
ring an anfwer. He was ailoniihed, as well at the 
contents, as at the tone of the letter, and could, 
not conceive, like myfelf, how my father could 
have been Informed of my acquaintance with the 
lady, *hich I had kept fo fecret. Al the fame 
time tic alTured me upon his honour, that he had 
not wrotehim a Tingle line on ihat fubjef^. " So 
much the worfe I" I exckimedt " for then I have 
here an unknown fpy upon ihc, who f^crctly 
vatches all rtiy Heps." 

, , ,.,C(K?yibat 
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What ftruclc me inoft^ was the warmtbwith 
which my father commanded me to renounce all 
.connexion with the lady. — " Should he, perhaps," 
faid I to myfclf, " have reafon to fear that (he 
nught difclofe fomethingto me which he does not 
■wifii mc'to know? The- Gountcfa has related ta 
me only the beginning; of her hiflory ; who knows 
what I ihould have heard farther ? The apparition 
ef her hufhand gives at lead reafon to fufpeft that 
my father had a fhare in her hillory, which is not 
much to his credit. He apprehends, perhaps, 
his fon might hear things which would give him a. 
difadvantageous idea of his father, or at lead lef- 
fen the good opinion I have entertained of him as 
yet.— He upbraids me for having contra£lcd an in- 
timate- acquaintance with theCountcfs^ and foon 
after he ceproaches me for hxving difclofcd to her 
my name and rank. How could he be difpleafed 
with that, if our family had no reafon to dread this 
kdy, and if he did not wi(h for very important 
reafonS) that I might remain unknown to her? 
The uncommon harlh and lording (train in which 
he commands mc to dcpanfor • • * as foon asl 
ihould have read this letter, feems to fpring not fo 
muchfrom a paternal dcGgn to cure me of my love, 
as from, an apprehenfion to be betrayed.." In. 
fiiort, the murdci of which the apparition had 
been fpeaking, appeared to me more and more 
probable. 1 did not concealthiscar.jecturefruio. ' 
my tutor. He combated it, but not in fuch a man- 
ner that no doubt had been left, and thus at lealt 
fomc fufpicion was left lurking in my heaa— This, 
and the hatlh ftrain in which my father had com- 
manded me to give up the firft obje^ of my at- 
tachment, leflcned very much the regard and love 
■ I had always felt for him- 

Whoever has experienced the power of the firft 

love, can form an idea of the fiiuation to whidi 

the 
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the ftem command of my falher reduced mc. To- 
tear myfetf from a woman whom I loved beyond 
exprcflion; to tear myfcif from her ata time when " 
a life, ^which was dearer to mc than the Favour of ■ 
my father, was hotcring on the brink of the grave, - 
toremove to a place which was above three hundred 
leagues diRant from her abode, -and to expafe my- 
felf to the danger <of feeing her no more in this " 
life, wounded nry heart fo deeply, that I {hould - 
have ftaycd in fpitc of the commandj of my father, 
if the kmd and convincing remondrances of my. 
tutor had*not forced ipe JrrefifliUy to yield to fed I 

RCCCditV' 

All that my prayers and fupplications could per -• 
fuade him to, was to grant me oneday'srefpite j ; 
the day after to*morrow being fixed for our dcpar- ~ 
turc. I fpent almoft the whole day in fearching • 
for :tht Unknown j however, I came home vtrf 
lata without having ihad (he leafl fucccfs, and de^ 
paTt«d the foUt^ing morning without having fccn > 
him. - 

I now began to think that the Unknown either '■' 
had no dcfign upon mc, or given it up becaafe he ■ 
haddefpaired of attaining his purpofe. " For if 
neither were the cafe ; (faid I to myfelf) would he 
not have done his utmoft to prevent my departure,.. 
' OT at leaft to delay it till he fhould have gained his 
aim. I wis in his power ; if he had bad a deGga 
upon me, how could he have fuifcred ' fo fine an 
opportunity to efcape, which never will return 
again. Should he not have exerted all his power to 
retain me at a place where the prefence of the 
beautiful Countcfs occupied and perplexed mj 
foul fo much, that he could hare ininared and ' 
guided me rerv ealily without, apprehending any- . 
thing of my obferving him." In Qiort, I acquit* < 
led him of all fufpicion, and conOdered bimaia 
great man vliD vas above all'mean aitifices) and 
would 
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woult] nerer dishonour bjr a bad ufe the fcoret-pow- 
cr which he pofleficd. 

The fufpicion of tny tutor of his being fccretljr- 
aiflbciated with the lady, appeared to me to be IVUt 
more unfounded and abrurd. " If both had beea 
leagued to entangle me in their netSt (faid I to mf- 
felf) how could they flicw fo much indiiFfTencc and 
inaflmty at my departure. - How cantradiflorf 
would it have been if the Unknown had difTulTCd 
the-iiKimacy which waB producett between myfclf 
and^che lady by an apparition of hii. own contriv- 
ancCf and removed me from herhovfe ? If (he had. 
preconcerted matters with him, whence that dread.^ 
atthe apparition, whence her terror, whence the 
horrible confeqiienccs of it, and the violent c9e£t 
of- her health }■ No, thia cannot have been the 
work of the arts of diflimulation A natural 
^oo*'can-be. diftinguiflied from an artificial one, 
and the languegeof truth from that of fraud, andi 
even the higheftf degree of diHimulation betrays - 
itfelf after Tome time by liKle traits, which cannoc 
cfcapethe eye of a clear-fighted obferver. If the 
Counters had impofed upon ma, then the party- 
wall between nature and art,. fiction and truth,, 
appearance and reality muft have been pulled 
down. And finally ; who could hare informed 
-'niy father of my love, and thui efFefted my fepa*- 
ration from the obje^ of my affeftion ? No pcr- 
fon belidcs my tutor and the Uninmun was privy to 
my love for the Countefs ; the former aCured me 
upon his honour, that he had not betrayed me ; 
my father muH of courfe have been informed of 
it by the latter. But how could the Unknaian have 
taken this Hep, if there lud been a fecret intelli- 
gence between him and the lady/ No) (faid I) 
Amelia neither is nor can be an impollor } it 
Would be madnefs and the blacked calumny to 
f ufpe^ her of it j her heart is as pure and amiable 
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as her foul;" Tfius I tlifcourfedwith myfelfoR' 
the road, when the furious grief which was rank-- 
iing in my heart abated iiovand then a little. 

Wc were already three days at the place of our , 
deflination, when my fervant brought me a letter 
from the po(l-ofiice. It was from the valet of 
the Countefs, and contained the following affiidl- - 
tngnews. 

"M-rLoRD^ 

** Youhaveorderedme to inform yo'u-frequent-- 
tf of the ftatc of- my Lady's health, and how ^ 
great focver tbepleafure I always felt when ewcu-^ 
ting, your commands may have been, yet I wilh^ 
this time you had entruA<d fomebody clfc with 
that comfnllTion, for the intelligence 1 am going to> 
giveyou.isof fucb-a nature that my hand tremUed' 
to write it down, and my Bsart' bleeds for your 
Lordfhip. — Yes ! prepare yourfelf for the worft, 
for alas ! Oie is dead, my dear Coutitefs is dead 1'^' 

" Previous to her departure, ihe recovered hcr- 
recolleflion, of which Qie bad been bereft during 
her illnefs. She died with the greatell refignati- 
OR, and I can add with plcafure. The anticipatir 
on of the joy to prefs in. yon peaceful manfionS' 
her Lord again to hex. bofom, the hope of being, 
reunited to him for ever, conquered all fear of- 
the phantom of death. A few moments before 
her deccafc, (he inquired after you. I lold her 
that you bad left us. < Left as ?' Ibe replied with 
aftonifhment. ' Why has he left us?' She died, 
without bearing my anfwer. O! My Lord ! fpare 
me the pain of drawmg a picture of our grief ai}d. 
forrow -, we all are ftanding. around her coffin like 
orphans who have loll their mother. Groans and 
lamentations rcfound through the caflle. My heart- 
bleeds — I mult leave off writing. 

" Feikcis Pilesky."' 
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, Ineed not tell what cffeft this inteUigeoce had 
upon mj' heart. Such< fenfations furpafs all de- 
fcription. My peace of mind Teemed fled for 
ever;. the violent beating of my heart threaKned 
to burll my breail. and almolt fuFocaied me: I 
tlirc# my cloak around my Ihotfiders and hurricct 
into the lield» like a madman. Witlidut rect^lec- 
tJon was I roving, about, aa far as my feet would' 
carry me. When the violent workings of my 
heart began to abate, after I hid roamed aboutr 
for fome hours, I found myfelf U the borders of « 
river in an unknown place. The filver rays oF> 
the moon were Ikipping upon the cryttal waves, 
and I walked up and down the bank lolt: iii gloomy 
meditation. The awful folemn filcncc of a church- 
yard reigned around rac. The unifon murmar- 
itigof the river^ added.ta the gloomincfs of my 
fojiL 

I fdt an IrreCllible delure to bary myfelf and m]r 
grief in the waves. I went to the brink of the ri- 
ungbank, looked around, and then fixing my eye* 
again upon the water, methought fouie one waa 
whifpcring in my ear:—" in thefe waves is relt^ 
" whydoll thouheficate to drown thy cndlelsfuf- 
ferings." I fancied Amelia was riCng from thd 
waves and .winking me to follow her. " Yes !" 
exclaimed I, " I am coming," So faying,, I 
plunged into the water. The current hurried me 
lapinly along, L entangled myfelf in my cloak and 
went lo-thc. bottom. 

I had foon fwallowed fd much water, that Iwas 
bereft of all recolle£lion. 

When my fenfes returned, Iwas feized with a 
(Irangc uutpeakabte fenfatlon— I felt, indeed,, that 
1 was no lunger in the water, but lulrerf I was I 
> could not guefs. intenfe darkuefs furrrounded 
ine ; the kingdom of eternal filcncc feemed to 
baye received me. 1 felt that I was lying on firm 
ground^ 
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ground, but not ft Angle glimmering of light hail- 
ed my eyes. Diftrent confufed ideas crowded 
upon and tormented me. I had kept myfelF as 
quiet as pofTible for a conCderable time, but at 
length the incertitude in which I was, left rac no 
refl. My apprehenGons hurried me up ; when I 
vas going to rife, I felt myfelf preiTed down again 
by an unknown power. I gave a fcream of hor- 
ror, and the* echo of my own roicc filled me with 
awful dread. 

After a long painful paufe, I heard, not far 
from me, fomebody exclaim, " Woe, woe, w» /" 
At the fame lime, 1 felt a pufhfrom behind, and' 
a flame arofe within a fmall diflance from me» 
fpreading a bluifli glimmer around. I beheld my- 
lelf in a fpacious empty vaultj and notfaroffefpi-- 
cd a man wrapt in a fcarlet cloth, with a round hat 
that covered pari of his face which was cumedto^ 
vards me. He was (landing there lilcnt and mo- 
tioiilcfs like a flatue. My^bieod curdled inmf - 
veins, and my hair brifllcd ; I fancied myfelf to > 
be at the place of eternal judgment. After a. long . 
awful paufe, the former voice exslaimed oncc; 
more, " Wee, tooe, wit!" The man in the fcar- 
fet cloak was Aill lilent and motionlefs ; my heart 
ihrunk with clully dread ; my teeth began to chat- 
ter. 

After a long interval the manfeemcdtoftiV.— •- 
Fear roufed my fptrit ; I addreOetl myfelf to him. . 
— "- Whofoever thou art," faid I, " thou art 
[^obably my preferver ; <* receive my .thanks, and' 
tell. lilt why 1 am in. thiS' place, and haw I came 
hither 7 ' Neither my thanks nor my apprehenfion 
fcemcd to movehim ; he remained filenc and with- 
out motion. Now all my courage and every gl'un^ 
m.cr of hope left me. 

The exclamation of woe refounded i third timfr^ 
the phantom lifted the hat, and opened his cloak. 



MAGICAL DELUSION. I3 

He was dre^cd in black ; a white beard was flow- 
ing down his brcail j he came towards me with 
flow and folemn ftcps. 

" Daft thou know mc I" Caid he, with a voice 
which tlirillcd my marrow and bones. He advanc- 
ed a ftep more, and looking him in the face, I 
dropped to the ground with a loud fcrcam. It 
was the Unknovin. 

I laj pTodrated on my face a long wlule, as if 
flruck down by a clap of thunder j at length I 
got on my tottering legs. " Doft thou know mc V 
he repeated with a look which pierced my foul, 
and with a tone which makes even the righteous 
tremble. '* Unfathomable being who art hover- 
ing about me every where I I do not know theC( 
though I have feen thee frequently." 

lie paufed awhile. 

'* What haft thou done ?" 

The words died upon my lips. 
- " Doft thou value life fo little, as to throw it 
away for the fake of a woman ?" 

*' The lofs of Amelia — my love — ." 

*< Be filcnt \ can the lofs of a woman juftify 
the felf-murder of a man 1 Miferable wretch I 
ihou knowcft the value of ttf.Jifc, as little is thy 
duties 1" 
. " Alas • if you knew the power of love—" 

<< Love is the fweetener of life, but to make it 
the fcope of life is madnefs." 
■ " My infatuation — " 

<• Infatuation is no excufe becoming aman, 
who foars above the conunon herd, by the power 
of reafoning." 

" Pronounce my doom, my fate is in thy power." 

•• Weill then, liftca to what I am going, to 
fay." 

« Providence has placed thee in a Ctuation, the 
Mnportance of which thou hadft not weighed be- 
fore 
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fore thou Aid& pisnge into the waves. Thount 
the fon of a Dutc, and foon will fuccccd thy no- 
ble father. — Has thy deniny nocharms for thee ?- 
Doft thou deem it of no value to become one time 
the arbiter of the hap pine fs of many thoufands ? 
lamhot fpeakinj; nowof thehappinefs of thy fu- 
ture fubjefts only, I am fpeaking of the welfare- 
of the (late, whofc tnembcr thou art, and upon 
the conflitution of which thou can(t, and (bait 
have tfic moft important influence, if thou defi reft. 
it. Or (hould it he indifferent to thee that thy im- 
tive country groans under the goad of aforeigir ty- 
rant, and by degrees is reduced tp a deaidly lan- 
guor by its ever bleeding wounds ? Is a woman' 
dearer to thy heart than the common -weal ? C^n 
the dillrers of thy country, the voice of honour, ■ 
which calls thee to groat, immortal deeds, prevail 
fo little upon thy mind, that a raean> (elf-intc-- 
relied pa fffon is fufficientto employ all thyintcl- 
leftualpowers, and to make thee forget all thy ho- 
nourable eonneflions. and the concerns of a whole 
opprefTcd people ? — Speak ' anfwer me !" 

" Let the bliilhes which cover my burning' 
face ferve inftead of an anfwer." 

" Woe unto thec^at thou art in want of" thefc 
admonitions, in order to fee the .whole extent of. 
the alrocioufncfs of thy deed t Hearken to me, 
and hear thy-fcntence ! Thou art a mean, thought- 
Icfs man, undcfcrving the poll which Providence, 
has pointed out to thee, while thou art concen- 
trating thy wcilhes ia the favours of a woman, 
and thinkcfl her lofs the greateft misfortune that- 
can befall thee ) while thou an regardlefs of thy, 
great calling ; while a^liye patriotilm and honour 
are not thy conltani companions, andlSiy heart 
does not thirft tor the glory of noble deeds ! 

" Thou haft rouJcd my pacriotifm, and mythirft 
'■t glory} I will adopt thy principles*' FaccwelL 
love - 
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love, and every mean paQion. To dedicate my'- 
ftlF to honour, and to the wcIEare of my fellow 
citizens, be from heacc my fole aim !" 

" I do not want thee to renounce love entirely, 
but only to ceafe being her flare. I only defire thee 
to dedicate to her none but thy Icifurc hours, and 
not to afcribe to her a value which (he has not. Ve 
not confine thu^elftoindividaals-, hut makt the while thy 
rhiefaiin. -Trifles mull have no charms for thcf, 
and the opinion of common men no value. Z.eara 
to kiiow thy felf and to value thy life. 1 do ntt 
wifKtbce to fear death, but only to honour life as 
an indrument to the great ends for which thou halt 
been endowed with fuperior intelleflual powers. 
Swear that thou never wilt feek death until thy life 
Ihall ceafe being ufeful to thy fellow citizens I 
fwear!" 

*< I fwear by God and my honour to follow thy 
advice." 

He looked at me with an eye which cannot be 
deceived by falfc appearance .; he was looking at me 
for Tome time. The flame began to blaze aloft, 
andafoft enchanting mu()C to v'tbrate in my ear^ 
I heard harraoniouB ftrains) but fa w nobody ^ a 
fweet angelic voice accompanied tha melodious 
notes of a harp : the theme of its fong was ■— 
Amelia lives! 

•' Amelia lives ?" I exclaimed with amazement. 

" She lives !" the Unknoivn replied, " but Jo 
not enquire farther." 

He blindfolded my eyes and led me away. I 
afcendcd a flight of lleps, ai>d defcended anoihcrj 
at length I came into the open field. I put i'c- 
veral queftions to my cooduiftor, but he gave 
me no anfwcr. At length the bandage was re- 
moved from my eyes, and looking around, I f jund 
myfelf (landing at the door of my houfe. My 
conduflor was no Where to bcfecn. 

My 
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My tutor was almdjr aReep when tcBmehome^ 
and I rerolved not to tell him a word of whit 
had happened to me. When he alked me the 
following morning where 1 had Itaid fi> hte laft 
night, I gave him an evaRve anfwer. 

My wet garments I gave fecretly to my fervant 
to dry them ; however that incident had produc- 
ed fuch a violent eSc€i upon mCt that 1 was 
obliged to keep my bed; yet my illnefs was of 
no confeqUCnce, for the lecond day I was again able 
to go abroad. 

Two day< vere elapfcd before I perceived 
that I had loft two bank bills, each of one thou- 
fand guilders. I recollc^cd to ha'Ve put them in 
my coat pocket the fame evening I had plunged 
into the river, and went therefore inftantly to my 
fervant, to whom I had given my coat, alking 
him whether he had not found them in it. I 
was atmoft petrified when he replied he had not. 
Having always known him to be an honeft fel- 
low, 1 fancied i either had dropped them fome- 
where, or loft them in plunging into the river. 
I enjoined my fervant not to tell my tutor a woii 
of it, adding I might perhaps have miflaid themi 
and probably would find them again. 

I was in (he greaieft diHrelV] becaiife I did 
not chufe to tell my tutor of it, nor could I ac- 
quaint my father with my lofs, for if he has a pre- 
vailing fault, it is ovrrftniined parfimony, which I 
however had fo much ihe lefs reafon to conclema 
as he was hoarding only for mc, his fole future 
heir. Having confidered for fome time how to 
extricate myicif from my difagreeable lituation, 
I rcfulved to addrefs niyfelf to the Unknown, of 
whofe power and benevolent difpufition, the laft 
accident bad given me fo high an idea, that I re- 
pofed an unbounded confidence in him. 
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"niif confiden ce cncrcafed on my receiving after 
ji few days the following tetter. 

«• Mr LosD, 
*< It ia with unfpeakable pleafure I am taking 
up the pen to communicate to you an event 
which is as joyful as it is incredttile. Countefa 
Amelia lives; my departed Lady is returned 
to life again. Give me leave to relate the hiltory- 
of her rerurredion from the beginning. 

*< She had tain already three days in her cof* 
fin ; on the evening of the third day, when (he 
was to be buried, an unknown perfon came to 
the caftle, dcGring to fee the deceafcd. We ad- 
mitted him. ' He was drelfed in black, carrying a 
round hat in one hand, and concealing with the 
other one half of his face in a fcirlet cloak. He 
approached the deccafed, viewed her for fomc 
time, and then put his mouth dofe to hers. 
Having been about thretf tninutcs in this lituationi 
he darted fuddenly up taking her by the left hand, 
exclaiming: ■Amelia! Amelia! Amelia! rife I* 
"iHo fooncr had he pronounced the Uft word, 
than the deceafed began to (tir. Wc werellani'- 
ing around him almoft petiiiicd, when he fud- 
denly let loofe her h^nd and went out of the 
room. Turning round 1 had an opportunity of 
feeing his face, and knew him without ditficuhy 
to be the fwnc perfon whom we once carried to 
your Lordflup, tied wiih cords, and who after- 
wards difappearcd in an adjoining apartment. 

*• Our altoniftiment was raifed to the higbeft 
^grce, when the Countefs rofe up, looking al- 
cernaiely at myfelf and my fellow lervants, and 
feeing herfelf in a coffin, exclaimed «ich terror: 
' For heaven s fake, where am 1 P' 

•< We Wetc (landing around her for fome time« 
Aruck dumb with amazement ; looking by tun» 
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Bt the Countefg and at each other j none of ns 
daring to come near her. Some time elapfed be- 
fore we could be perfuaded by her prcfiing pray- 
ers, to aflift her in getting out of the coffin, 

*' The firft tiling (be dcfircd, was fomething 
to cat and to drink, complaining of a dreadful 
hunger and thirft. Having fatisfied ber appetite, 
fhe delitcd us to relate to her how flic had come 
iti a coflin ? The hiHory of tier refufcitation filled 
her with wonder and allaniftiment. When we 
enquired how {be did, flie replied (be found 
lierfelf as if roufcd fuddenlyfiom a profound ileep, 
and as well as ever. 

••That very night (be enquired after your 
I^rdfliip i 1 could give her no other anfwer, but 
that you was departed for • • *, which threw 
her into profound meditation. .Shedidnot go tb 
bed all night. long." 

The rcll of the letter contain* nothing- worth 
notice. It is figned 

Francis Paleski. 

Tbe intelligen«e which I reoeivcdby thiskttcr^ 
was an additional motive to make me defirous of 
meeting with the Utiinovjn. I fearched him in 
every dircflion, many miks around the town ; 
however all my diligence to £nd him out was 
fruitlefs. One evening (it,was late and tcmpcllu- 
ous) when 1 was going ttome, after a long and 
fatiguing ramble, 1 perceived a perfon in a white 
cloali, following me every vrhpre. ■ The place 
where I then found myfclf was lonely and very 
fufpicious, which made mc quicken my pace. 
However before 1 was aware of it, 1 was feized 
by the flmuldcrs from behind, andfomcbody ei:,^ 
claimed in a terrible accent, " Have 1 caught 
thee at laft f" 1 difengaged myfelf, and hardly 
could gain time to.draw my fword ; however, it 
dropped 
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dropped oat of my hand as foonaslfaw the fice 
of my antagonift. I fancied I faw the dccejf- 
cd hulband of Amelia, and was fcized with htr- 
ror. 

The refemblance was Itriking to the hi^cft: 
degree. My terror did not allow roc for lomc 
time to obferve, that my purfuer was not lefs 
furprifed at my countenance than I was at hii^ 
Howerer, he recovered Grft from his aflonilhment 
and begged my pardon, in a manner which 
difpellcd at once my apprchcnfions. ** I have 
miftaken you for another perfon," he added, 
" and if you knew how much you referable 
in fize, drefs* and every thing, a man who 
has done me the greatell injury, you would rea- 
dily forgive me my miftake." 

" And \{ you did know?' I replied, what )t 
{Iriking refemblance you have to a dcceafed ac- 
quaintance of mine, you will cajlly be able to 
account for the terror into which your appearance 
has thrown me." 

"May I crave the name of your acquaibt- 
arice ?" 

" O yes ! Count de Barbis."" 

« Count de Batbis ! Impoffible ! I am that 
very perfon I" 

I fta^ered back ! 

« But perhaps you may have known my de- 
ceafed brMher i" he added, after a toag paufc 
of allonifhment. 

"Not perfonally," I replied, after I had re- 
coUeftcd myfelf a little, '< however I have fees 
his portrait, and the Countefs Amelia has told 
me fo much to his praife, that I think myfelf 
very happy for having met uncxpe^edly fo near 
s relation of that worthy man." 

** How I do you know my fifter->in-law i" 

Vot. I. ' , ■ E CnXlf' 
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*' Yes, I have had tbe' honour of paymg her 
Tifit at her caftle." 

Having flared, at me for fome time, he cm- 
bnced me joyfully, pronouncing himfelf happy 
for having been made acquainted nith me, la- 
menting at the fame time, that our acquaint- 
ance had been made in a manner fo very difa- 
£reeablc and alarming. 

He wei)t home with me, and told me on the . 
Toad, that he had miftakcn me for a certain Ba- 
ton who had robbed him of the heart of his 
miftrefs, and after having debauched her, had 
fuddcniy diljppearcd and forfaken the poor mif= 
guided girl. mHow much rcafon have 1" he 
Added, " to praife heaven forhavingopencdmy 
eyes in time ; for I certainly would have pierced 
you to- the heart, if 1 had not perceived my mif- 
*alw." 

At the door of my houfe he took leave of 
mc, after I had promifcd to pay him a vifit the 
next day. 

This incident had furprifed me in fuch a man- 
ner, that J could not help relating it inftantly to 
my tutor, as foon as 1 entered his apartment. 
He fancied the whole matter was very fufptcious, 
and cautioned me to be on my guard. 

When I went to the Count's hotel the follow- 
ing morning, he bad been obliged to go out, 
but left a note for me, by which I was dcfiied 
to wait a few moments. 1 was flicwn into an 
apaitment where I experienced a moft agreeable 
furprifc as foon as I had entered it. Amelias pic- 
ture, which hung in the room, was the firlt 
obiea which affaUed my gazing looks. It leem- 
cdtofmilcai me, and was executed with admi- 
rable lalte, and altoniftiing truth. She was paint- 
ed in a loofc night-gown, and the "joft »«^«- 
tiful botom which ever my ejes beheld, vflasn^ 
uncovered. 
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uncorered. Her auburn hair floated down her 
douldcrs in natural trelTcs, and one part of it 
encircled her lily white arm ; the fpirit of hea. 
Tcnly loTC was diffufcd over her face, and her 
(parkling eyes difplayed a pure celeftial fire which 
rekindled every under feeling of former times of 
blifs. My eyes were feafting in a volupcuons 
trance on her beautiful form, and difcorercd 
charms which had been concealed from my 
eyes, when viewing in a kind of ecllafy the love- 
ly original. I was fo traufporCed by this charnt- 
ing fight, that I could not refrain from imprint- 
ing a burning kifa on the pidure. But at the 
fame time, I recoUefted the promife, never to 
bow at the IhrinC of love, which I had made to 
the Uninaion ; I daggered back, fcized with ter< 
Tor, and ahs t felt, for the firft time, that I bad 
promifcd more than I Ihould be able to keep. 
When I renounced love for ever, I fancied Ame- 



lia to be dead ; but now I knew that Ihe 



wjs 



alive, and her picture had produced in my imagi- 
nation the fweet recoUcdion of all the happi- 
nefs palt which I had enjoyed by her tide, and 
made me anticipate greater pleafurcs to come. 
Heavens 1 what a dreadful ftruggte. <* No, it is 
impofiiUe !" I exclaimed at length.- 

" What is impofliblc ?" The Count enquired 
fmilbg, having entered the apartment while I 
was occupied with viewing the pidline, without 
being perceived by me. I could not hide my con- 
fu&on. " It 18 not pofiible," faid I, at length, after 
I had recovered as much as pol&ble from my per- 
plexity, ** it is not pollible to take a Iikencfs in 

' z more llriking manner." He feemed faiitfied 
«ith thisanfwer. 

The pi£lure introduced a dilcourfe on the ori- 

' ginal, and the Count pretended not to have re- 
ceived the Icaft tidings from his Citcr for fir 
E 2 months. 
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, months, . and even did not knov the prcfent 
phce of hcT abode, tie cftcemcd himfelf happy 
in having met a pcrfon who could give him a 
. fatisfaflory account, of his (ifter-in-law, and I 
Communicated to him what I knew of her (itua- 
.tion, and the ftrange adventure at thecaftle. He 
was very much furprifed when I told him that th*; 
lady had difclofed to me a part of her hiftpry, ami 
that (he would have communicajicd to me the 
ic8, if a letter from my father had not.oblige.d 
mc to depart fuddcnly from the cafUe. I re- 
.qucfted him to let me know the reftj and hear- - 
ing that I knew already fo much ,of it, he he- 
Stated not a moment to fatisfy my curioGty. 

<■ The Countcfs" faid he, ■" «;as interrupted 
in het narrative, whe.n .ihe was going to fpeak of 
that period of her life, when Ihc got acquaint- 
ed with my brother. She faw him the firlt time 
in the houle of an aunt at a mafquerade. Aine- 
lia being very fond, and a good connoilTcur of 
.dancing, my .brother foon aftraflcd her notice^ 
as he was one of the bcft dancers in the room | 
and you know, it is a powerful recommendation 
with a young giil, if one pofTefTes an eminent Ikill 
in that reducing art. My brother, who had been 
.charmed with Amelia at firlt fight, improved the 
propitious opportunity, and before the mafqucrade 
was finiQied, had contradted an intimate connex- 
ion with his charmer ; which, however, was 
.carefully concealed Jrom her aunt. He kept up 
a correlpondence with the houfe of her relation, 
and in a Oiort l^me was fo happy as to convin<^ 
the Countefa of the fincerlty of his love. Her 
aunt not fufpedting their growing aiiuchmcnt, 
gave him frequent invitations, and the love pf 
my brother encreafcd every day. 

" Their hr.ppinefs was uninte..ui.:ed, till Char- 
les, Amelia's brother, paid hit liUti a.vtfit., My 

^■■'"i^thci 
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brother fufTered himrelf to be deceived tjr the 
fair appearance of the artful villain, and was (o 
imprudent as to make him acquainted with the 
Hate of his heart. Charles pretended to be ex- 
tremely pleafcd with my brother's paflion for his 
filler, vowed eternal fecrefy, and went inftantljr 
to betray him to his aflnt, who, however, was too ' 
prudent to reproach her niece on account of 
her lore, blaming her only for having concealed 
her attachment ffom a relation who took a finccre 
jntercft in hc( happinefs. The two lovers were ' 
confequently confiderable gainers by the treachery 
of the per6dious confidant, and at once releafed 
from the fetters of diflVmulation, However, 
their happinefs was of fliort duration. A certain 
Greek,, a beaatiful man, of about thirty years,' 
who on account of the fplendor of his manner 
of living and his immen'fe wealth, had act rafted 
the no[ice of the whole town, faw my fifter-in- 
law, and was fettered by her uncommon charms. 
He endeavoujed to get acquainted with Charles* - 
and fbon fueceeded, difclbfed his paflion to htmt 
and gained him over to his party by frequent pre- 
fents of great value. Qiarles introduced him to 
his /aunt, and after a few viQts he began to 
difclofe hit fentirnqnts, but Amelia pretended 
not- to underftand him. Every one pronounced - 
her happy on account of her conqueJl, however 
file kept £rm to herfirll attachmcnc. The Greek- 
offered priiicelyprefents ;- they were reje<^ed. 
The indiSercnce with which {he treated her new 
lover, almoft deprived him of his reafon. It is 
very probable that Charles acquainted him with 
the caufe of his cool reception ; for one day, 
lis invited my farffther to a fnmptuous dinner, and 
after the cloth was removed, led him into >' 
clofet offering a million of livrcs if he would re- - 
DOimce Amelia to him. My brother was highlr 
£ 3 offendedf 
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offended, and anfwered his rival as be dererTe^, 
' The latter threw himfelf down at his knees, weep- 
uig, and conjuring my brother, who remained 
inexorable. The Greek, feeing his rival could 
not be pcTCuadcd to renounce Amelia, Itartcd up 
with furious rage> and uttered terrible threats ; 
but neither prayers nor menaces could move my 
. brother in his farour. 

" When the Greek faw at length that all his 
hkbeur was lofl, he begged the Count not. to 
mention that incident to Amelia, aitd having re- 
ceived a promife to chat purport, left him to him- 
felf. My brother ftaycd not a minute longer in tht 
boufe of hit compciitor, and went home, but front 
that day, all his Iteps were watched by hired af- 
fafllnt, whom he efcaped fcveral timci with the 
greatcft rifk of his life. 

" The aunt Tcfolved to leave the town for fome 
months, and to go to a country feat about fire 
leagues diflant, in order to get rid of the frequent 
important vifits of the Greek, which began to 
be Very tioublefome to Amelia. The day. on 
which they intended to depart was hscd, and 
the preparations were made fo fecretly, and with 
(b much precaution, that ir was almoft impolhble 
the Greek Ihould get the leall knowledge of thctf 
ilepaiture, which was concealed from every bo- 
dy except Charles, who got leave to vifit the Udies 
fometimes. 

" The day which was fixed for their departure 
jtrrivcd, and the aunt, Amelia, and her brother^ 
accompanied by one fervant, left the town with 
the firlt dawn of day, the reft of the feivants 
having been fent to the villa the preceding day. 
Having lode two leagues they entered a wood, m 
the middle of which feveu mafbed men rulhcd 
"lut of a tbicket, Hopped the horfes, and knocked 

C coachman dovR. This done, they opened 
the 
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the coach, force<i Amelia out of the arms oF Her 
aunt, and baftened awaj with their trembling 
pri2e. 

" The coicbman and the fervant were roufed 
from their fwoon by the fcreams of the aunt, but 
the robbers were already ranilhed with their boo- 
ty ; neverthelefa {he infifted upon their purfuing 
the virgin kidnappers. Nothing but Charles's re- 
peated remonftrances that fix unarmed han,d3 
would be o£ little ufe againd feven ruffian* pio- 
rided mth arms, could perfuade her to return to 
town, and to implore the afliftance of the officer* 
of police. 

"One circumdance threw a light upon the 
whole matter. The Greek had difappeared, and- 
it wa? not dilEcult to guefs in whofe power Ame- 
lia waa. The officers of the police were dif-- 
patched inftantlyi and the refuh of their putfuit 
was expefled between hope and fear. 

" When mybrothcr heard the dreadful news he 
raved like a madman^ got upon his horTc, and 
rode away with the fwlftncfs of die tempeft. All 
our remondrances availed nothing. •• I will find 
ber," he exclaimed, " even if fhe {hould be con-- 
ccaled in the bowels of the earth." 

" Six weeka were now elapfed, and we haiV 
heard not a fyllaWc of him nor of An^lia. Anx- 
ious bodings crowded upon my mind, and I began' 
to entertain -dreadful apprehenfions. At length I 
received a letter at the end of the fevcnth week. — 
I haVe got it. in my writing delk, and if you will 
give me4eare, I will read it to you." 

The Count fetched the letter, and was fo kind* 
as to give me leave to take a copy of it} vbxck I 
fliall infert here word for word. . 

* O my brother I I was never more conxinced- 

that innocence and virtue have their guardian an- 

gel8» ttua lam now.— Amelia wotHd have beea- 

B-* . lo'" 
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left for ever, if the immediate ititcTcefTion of Hea- 
ven had not fared her precious life. Read^ and 
then judge whether! am an enthuflad. 

*' After I had taken leave of yon, I rode away 
with the velocity of lightning, hurried on by a 
prefentiment which told me " thou (halt find 
Amelia I" This fccret foreboding made me dif- 
rcgard every fatigue and danger. On the fourth 
day after my departure, I was fo happy as to trace 
out the courfe which the robbers had taken : I 
purfued them like a madman, firmly determined 
to Tcfcue Amelia from their fangs at the peril of 
my life. On the Cxth day I loft every trace, rode 
eight days more at random from one place to the 
other, and at length arrived at •**, entirely fpent 
with fatigue, and deftitute of every hope. 

" The great fatigue which 1 had undergone, 
and the diftrat^ed ILate of my miiul, ccmfined me 
above twelve days to my bed, and the lofs of fo 
much time deprived me of all hope ever to trace 
out again my dear Amelia. I was almoll weary 
of life, and man ;r black and tormenting thoughts 
haunted me conftanily." > 

" On the day of All Souls I happened to pafs 
a church-yard during the afternoon fervice, and 
was tempted by the great multitude flocking to the 
church} to enter it. I fat down in a corner, wrap- 
ped mylclf in my cloak, and abandoned myfelf to 
the wild flights of my difordercd fancy. A dread- 
ful howling roufcd me from my meditations ; it 
was the fermon. The pater who delivered it pof- 
icfled the art of preaching his auditors into a pro- 
found, deep, and I foon experienced the fomnifc- 
Tous power of his voice. When I awoke I faw 
neither preacher nor hearers. The church was 
einplyf and an awful ftillnefs reigned around. 
After many fruiilcfs attempts, I fucccedcd at 
>ngth in forcing the lock of the church door.— 
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N^llions of twialding liars decorated the Gr-' 
m'atncnt; the moon illuminated the church-yard' 
with a pale light, and hi;re and there the fiint 
light of a lamp gleamed upon the graves, while 
tlK wind rudled in the dr; leaves of the trees. 
The whole exhibited a grand and awful Gght, 
which thrilled my frame'with a cold tremot.— ^" 
When I cameto the gate I found it locked, and 
exerted my ftrciigth in vainwitli fmitlefs attempts 
at forcing themaffy'loclc: I mull conf^fsi bro-' 
tbcr, that the idea of fpending'a night ina church- ' ■ 
yard chilled me to the very marrow of my bone».^ ■ 
I exclaimed— ^' Natody' here?" Anhoflowecho 
repeated — "here!" It feemed aalf thedeid had ' 
anfwered from their graves. '- No human being - 
ilirred, and 1 faw myfcif necefEtAed to temaia ' 
where I was. Filled with horrorl ftagge^ed over' ■ 
graves and fkulls, and fcatcd myfelf upon a tomli- ' 
ilOne. There I was refting alone in the ghaftly' 
company of the ' dead. The profound univerfal ' 
ftlence that reigned around me was. now and then ' 
interrupted by the chiming of the bells from the 
church (leeple.- O ! my brother, it was no un- 
manly fear which quickened the ' pult%s of ' taf 
heart ; but ' it was an undefcribable' awful fenfa- 
tion, of bfihg the only living being' amid k heap ' 
of rotting and decayed carcafsa, ■ I fancied fre." 
quently 1 heard a foff rultling, or faw a (tale fi- ' 
gure hovering towards tnc ; however it was no- 
thing but the ruftling of the wind bitwiit the dry 
leaves of the trees, and the pale light of the moon ' 
Tcflefting from the white tomb-ftonea.' At length 
midnight was fetting in ; the lamps upon the graves 
were exiinguilhed by degrees ; dark clouds veiled 
the wan face of the moon ; the air began to grow 
damp and chilling, and the fmell of corruption 
arofe fcnfibly. Anxious bodings tremble^^th^uzti 
E s . % 
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iny foul) and I wrapped my cloak clofet around 
my body. 

" ITic clock ftruck twelve, and the found of 
the lad ftrokc was yet vibrating in my car, whem 
the folding gate of the church-yard ru(hed open, 
and was (hut again with a tremendous noife. I 
flatted up, and concealed myfelf behind a tomb- 
ftone. Hollow foot-Acps and groans of a dying 
perfon aflailed my cars. The moon peeped througb 
the clouds, and I faw three perfons coming tow- 
ards the place where I was concealed^ I unfheath- 
cd my fwoid, and awaited thetr arrival. Where 
tbcy came nearer, I perceived two fellqws who *•■ 
were dragging a veiled lady over the gntves, and 
flopped about nine paces diftant from me. The 
htdy dropped to the ground, a» it feemed in » 
fwoon, when they >uihanded her. 

"Let us make hade brother, and difpatch. her!"' 
one of the ruffians exclaimed. " We will not 
make it long 1" his aflbciate replied, " it would 
be wrong to tonnent the poor thing much.'* 
At the fame time he todc hold of a fpade^ which< 
he had brought with him, and began to dig up the 
earth. I was rlvetted to the ground, feized with> 
horror and allonilhment. While one of them was- 
digging a grave, the other took a large knife out oE 
his pocket. 

»• Oh ! God ! "So am t thendoomed to dcftruc- 
tion ? O have mercy upon me, and fpare my life V 
exclaimed the veiled lady. The firlb fyllable Ihe 
pronounced, told- me it was Amelia.' 

" You muft die 1" replied tht man with the 
knife. Amelia removed the veil, exclaiming in a 
trembling accent : " If I muft inevitably die, then 
let me pray firft, that I may not leave this world 
unprepared" 

« The Cght of her beautiful face, moved the 
heart of the barbarians, and her prayer was grant- 
ed. 

^Uavine 



'* Having prated for a few minutesj (he began 

tb weep bitterly. 

" Amelia! thyprayct b granted!" lexclatu- 
ed, rufliti^ at the fame time from my luding 
place. The two aflaffins mult have fancied me to 
beafpcflTei for they ftood mocionlefs and pale 
with terror. . , 

" I buried my fvord in their villaiaOus hearts 
before they could recover from their fright ; then I 
tbrc the keys out of the ham! of one ^ the ruffi- 
zos, threw both of them into the grave which had 
been dug, and covered 'them with earth. This 
doner J toot Amelia undec'my arm, who feemod 
tbdonbt whether (he fawme rcallyj or a fpe£tfe» 
and haftcned with her from thatplaca of horrorio- 
my init. I' ordered poll horfe» and after I bad 
onfotded to her the myftery ia a few: words, hur- 
ried her into the coach. - Oil the road Ihe rehtect 
to me, that the Greek who had carried her off' 
had tritd every means to gain her loVe, but that 
fhe had treated with fcCra all his eiideavours to 
overcome her difguft tohisperfon, and thus had 
roufed his anger and refentment in fuch aman^' 
ner that be bad vow«d.' to facriHce her to his fury. 
<■ If I cannot en^y thee," the favajje exclaimed, ' 
M then nobody clfe fliall." << The rell (Oie added) 
you know." 

■ " I am nov with Ahiclia, on the road 'to faer 
mother, of whom I fliall defire her in marriage, ■ 
Do me the favour to deliver the enclofed letter 
to her aunt ; It is from Amelia^ and contains a full 
account of her fafferiegs, along with the reafons 
which prevent her from returning to her. Face- 
well t you {hall foon hear again from me !" 

The Count had fcarccly done reading the letter 

when company was announced. A game at Faro 

waspropoied, Ifufferedmyfelfto be perfuadedto 

be of the panv, itod loft almoft aU my money. 

On 
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On my return to our inn, I met theUninown, vTia 
feemed to have been fcnt by heavrn to my reliefs 
I VM going to relate to him my difagrecablc fitua- 
lioD } however he did not fufierme togo on, tell- 
ing mc, " 1 know what you want, come to- 
morrow night to the well known fpot by the fide of 
the river, and your difficulties fliall be removed.*'* 
So faying, he left me, 

My joy at this happy meeting wa» unbounded,', 
and I repaired to the appointed place at eight 
o'clock the following night; however I waited^ 
till eleven o'clock before the . XJnina-uin joined me. 
] wasjull confidering whether I fhouldgo or wait 
» little longer for him, when he (hewed himfclf af 
a diftancc, like an apparition. He- beckoned to.- 
me, and I followed him. He led mc on unbeaten- 
pal hs, along a hill which we at- length afcended." 
Upon the top of it a ruinous building prefented it- 
frlftomyeyes; here my guide, who » yet hadf 
KotutteTed afyllable, Hopped and faid : "In the 
womb of this hill, an immenfe trcafuic is con- 
cealed. I read in the book of fate, that you ar© 
not the perfon who is dcElined to remove it, how- 
ever it is in my power to let you have as much of 
, it as you want. Are you refolffd to defcend into 
the deep and to try your fortune i" 
*' I am I" 

The Ua/incvm gave me a dark lanthorn, and 
Ml ebonj^ wand, adding, "take this wand, it 
will be your ptoteQor in dangers. Whatever . 
you may meet on your way, touch it with your 
wand, and no harm will befall you. You will 
fee many things which will attract your curioGty, 
but do not (top, nor cTaminc them. Purfue 
yodr way quickly, and you will come into a fpa- 
Cious hail, where you will findaflceping virgin, 
whom ydu mufl touch with the wand, ami then 
if ou may tak« the diitmond pin, wUkh is in her 
hair. 
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' hair; "Wfien you have taken poflenion of tbat- 
jewel* you may return ; I (hall expe£l you here." 
So faying, he led me into the ruinow building,, 
opened a trap-door, and I began - to defccud. :, 
The noifc with which the trap-door -was. ftiut, > 
thrilled my heart ; I fancied ' I defcended into my > 
gnve. Having reached the feventh ftep, I flop- - 
ped and deliberated' whether I-Oioultf proceed^ 
firther. It was no^waItt of courage that made' 
mehefitate, for I think I have proved more than - 
once, that I am no coward; however, itfeemed' 
a$if fome-invifiUs power kept me forciUy back. 
Hooked into the abyCir, from whic^ a cloud of 
duft and mould feemed rifing up, and an undef-^ 
cribabla dreadful anxiety (Iraitened my breaft.^ 
I ftruggled for fome time with myfelF, not know-i 
ing what I Ihould do, but- foon loufed my droop" 
ing fpirits by the reflexion, how dirgraccful ic. 
would be to me if I fhould return to the Uninaian, - 
I without having executed my defign, and was go- 
ing to proceed; however, the anxiety which- 
fcized me with additional force, n^ade me foon- 
ftrp back; I do not know what I fhould have 
determined 'upon at lall, if a llrange iuciden^ 
I bad nut put a itop to my deliberation. 
' Ha*in{f fpent about eight minutes in that 
dreadful. Ctuatiun,. I heard fudd>;nty the report 
of a gun from without, and at the fame time a 
confufed noife of well-known voices vibrated in 
my ear. I recovered at once my full iccoUed^ion-, 

I which had been partly fufpendcd by an irrefllltble 
charm, and ic-afcended hailily the Heps. HaV- 

I ing pufhed open the trap door, heavens I what a 

I Iccne did then my eyes behold ! I fancied I faw 
fome magic delufion. The firlt obje£l which my 
eyes met, was Count Barbis- and my tutor, who 

I ran to clafp me in their arms as loon as I ap- 
peared. However, my firft aftoniflimcnt foon 

I , ■ gave" 
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gjive room to s fecond and grnter one. Four 
•onftahles tud taken hold of the Unknown,- and' 
nrerc going to tie his hands and feet. He feemed 
entirely unconcerned, and fuSered himfetf to be- 
fettered with the noble fcom of a lion, who is 
bound with cords. At length hetimied towards- 
mc : '* Afcribo U," laid he, " to your irrefoluti? 
on, that you have not gor what yon wanted."" 
«• Away with him I" the Count exclaimed in »' 
thundering accent-— "kad the tmpoflbr to the 
dungeon!" The f/ffihi«wn darted a look ofanni-- 
hilation at the Count) without Touchfafing to re- 
turn an anfwer^ When he was going to be led' 
away by the conftables, he addrefied mc once 
more. " Farewell T my Lord," faid he, «• at 
•(••n, I fliall fee you again." The place' 
which he had named, was^ abovc" three' hundred' 
l^gues diftant. 

••This time," the Count called out after him,. 
"'thy prophecy may pTovc falfe, for the hand of 
»he hangman will quickly (top. that fur erer in thy. 
diabolical career." 

I was riretcd to the ground, and every powers 
of refleftion feemed fwpended. My tutor took- 
me by the hand and entreated las to fpllow him« 
■tCome!*''faid'he, <*and thanli this worthy man- 
for his having delivered you- from the fangs of aa 
HifcrnalimpolTor." 

« An impoftor?" 1 replied,-, ftill fciiied with' 
wonder and aftonifliment. 

" Yes, an impoftor" the Count faid, " Iwiir 
give you convincing proofs of it." 

" Impodiblc !*" 

*« Certainly," he refumed, " if you believe it 
impoOible, then it- will be difficult to convince 
you of the reality of my afleition." 

"Br heaven it will r 
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TTjc Count (tared at me with riling indignation^ 
Kid then turned to m^ tutor, " how much are- 
we to be pitied that we, b^ our premature inter- 
etlfion^" 

1 iiKcrrnpted him with fweiling anger : " County 
I )uiow what you are going Eofay i but I beg you 
will not take too much liberty with me t if (he 
man provei an impoflor, I certainly (hall be very 
thankful to you ; but ttll then, you. will have the 
goodnefs to bear with my incredulity." 

" By G — this is too much f' my tutor ex- 
claimed, ** what foolish dclufi on. hat fettered^ your 
heart to this villain !" 

»*Delu{ion! — doyou-not owe your life to this 
very villain ? or was the poniard wluch was point- 
ed at your heart, and guatded o(Fl>y that villain 
alfOf ameredelufion?" 

"One good aflion i&no proof of honedy ami 
virtue ; and, beCdes one can fave the life oi a 
perfon with a very viilainoiu view." 

"Or was it aKo a fooUfh. delufion that when 
t lately plunged into the river, this very>vi]lain< 
fared my life, which dien could be prererv«d only 
by a kind oi miracle i" 

" How !? my tutor exclaimed, with' aftonifli' 
ment, your life has been in danger,, and you have 
concealed it from me i" 

« Why Ihould 1 have acquainted you with an- 
incident, the relation of which would have terri- 
fied you, and covered me with blulhes^^ without 
^nfwering any purpofe ? But now, as the honour 
ef my unknown benefactor is at (lake,, J cannoc 
keep it fccret any longer." 

« You fell into the river ? Merciful God !" 

" Through — careleirnefs. 1 was walking one 

evening, by myfel^ clofe by the fide of the river i 

•—Being immerfed in profound thought, I did not 

obiervc that I wa3 walking on the ouicrmoft ex- 

tcemitj 
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ttemitj' of the bank, the ground beneath my feet • 
fad dcnly gave wiy^"' 

" Merciful God ! and yon fell down !" 

*' I fell in the water. The current hurried mc ' 
along ; I endeavoured to fave my life by fwimming, ; 
bAt entangled myfelf in my cloakj and went to ' 
the bottom." 

•« You went to the bottom ?" 

"1 had already loft all power of recelleQion, ■ 
and when I recovered the ufe of my fenfes 1 found - 
myfelf in the arms o^the villain whom you have " 
fent to prifon." 

"Come, Coiint," my tutor- czdaimed, "for ■ 
Gbd's fake come !"* ' 

«• Whither." 

" How can- you alk ' to fave a' man to wliom" 
M^e owe two lires." 

••But you don't conGdcr. that this a^ion is ■ 
not fuflicient to prove his innocence ; and that 
he, never^heleffi, niay be an impoftot." 

'* Here is nothing- to' confider, except that he 
has a£led in a noble manner, with refpedl to my-- 
felf and my pupil, and confequcntly has a juft 
claim to our gratitude." 

'< A^ed in a noble manner ?— Even two good '■ 
actions are no proofs of hanefty and virtue, and 
beCdcs, one may fave the lives of two perfons for' ' 
a very viliainous purpofe." 

"Then you will not go with us," I exclaimed ' 
with warmth, " Conic !" taking my tutor by the 
arm, *' don't let ns wafte fo much time with ufe-' 
lefs talk ; the life of our bencfadlor is at ftake." 

" Well, go, if you have a mind to have a 
ufelefs walk," the Count refumed. " Do you think 
juftice will be fo partial in this country as to par- 
don g criminal becaufc he has been fcrviceable tcr 
you?" ,. . 
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" You arc right," my tutor replied, after fonie 
rcflcftion. "This time my old head has been 
mifguidcd againby my heart." 

We were now arrived at the hotel of the Count. 
He took leave very cordially of my tutor, butvery 
coldly of me. This, and his having thwarted my 
plan of making an attempt to hve iheUninown, 
vexed me very much, and I was determined to be 
revenged. 

My tutor very probably espefted my curiolity 
would tempt me to enquire after the particulars 
of the whole incident, however, he was difap- 
pointed. I was vexed, indilpofed, anxious about 
the fate of the Unknown, and confcquently could 
eafily bridle my curiofityj My tutor who feemed 
defirous to roufc it, in order tojuftify his beha- 
viour towards the Uninewn and the Count, en- 
deavoured to unfcal my lips by repeated reproaches 
on account of my carelefTnefs, my rcfervednefs, 
&c. &c. however I returned very fhort and 
dry anfwerg, wifhcd him a good night and went 
tq bed, 

I flept very uneafv, my fleep being interrupted 
by horrid dreams. I got up early j an unaccount- 
able reftieffnefs drove me out of the houfe^ and 
I rode to the Count. He was jult going out, and 
furprifed at my eaijy viGt. 

'• Can you fpare me afew minutes. Count ?" 

** As many as you witb i in what can I tens 
you ?" 

« You have calumniated yefterdayi a man who 
is dear to mp." 

•• I have, if fpeaklng tiuth can be called ca- 
lumniating." 

" You have called him an impoftor. 

" didi and Jam ready to maintain my aflcr-. 
tion.'-' 

'•With thefword tool" C,-„ii<\r 
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*' Certainly !" 
, " Then be To kind as to take a ride with* me 
into the fields." 

'* Why take fo much pains ? can we not de- 
cide the matter here i" 

We unfhcathed our fwords- 
. " Stop only one moment," the Count exclaim- 
ed, " will you not hear firft my juftification? 
perhaps you nviy change your mind." 

" A perhaps has no weight with me, if the 
honour of a friend is at ftake 1 X.et us come to 
tbf point !" 

I mufl remark here, that in my, native town I 
was known to pofTefs the greateft flcill in fenciagt 
and feared by every one on that account. I had 
indeed attained a very high degree of perfe£lioa 
"In that art, partly through my natural agility aad 
flexibility of body, and partly through fre<]uent 
esercife, the confcioufncfs of wtiich made me 
boldly face every danger, and prompted me now 
alfo tp meet the Count with the greateft intre- 
pidity. 

TJie iight began, and I obfcrvcd from the Rrft 
onftjt that my antagonilt was no common fencer. 
But foon I experienced more than that, being, 
difarmed after the firft fix turns. 

The Count wanted to ftiake hands with me. 
"One turn more!" i exclainjcd, taking up my 
rapier. He (Icpped back with uncommon cool- 
nefs, and waited my attack. But no feint nor 
furprifing turn fucceeded. Profoundly Ikilled in- 
every art of fencing, he parried with uncommoo- 
Cafe and dexterity every onfet, though planned 
ever fo fubtle. This fired my ambition to the 
bighed degree ; the burning defire to fatiate my 
third for revenge, and to conquer fuch a mafter 
in fencing, made me exert all my (Irength. Vain 
endeavour ! I could as cafily have wounded the 
incorporeal. 
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incorporeal air, as I was able to llrike a blow at 
mjr aniagonifl:. 

" You fee," the Count faid fmiliiig, " that my 
blade polfefles a magic charm which rcpDlfea irre- 
fidibly the point of your fword. Let us mafee up 
the matter." 

I took thefe words for raillery, exclaiming in 
an accent, of frantic fury— .«< One turn more, 
perhaps 1 may difpel the charm !" I fought now 
with additional rage, becaufe my pride was net- 
tl«d. — Seeing that all my efforts of wounding the" 
Count proved abortive, my rage increafed, and I 
rilked fcveral defperate attempts. " Take care," 
the Count enclaimcd, "you are off your guard." 
This remark, and his uncommon coolnefs, (for 
he afted only on the dc^enrivc) rendered me al- 
moft mad. '^ I or you!" I exclaimed. "Nei- 
ther you nor I!" was his reply. He pronounced 
thefe words with fo much felf-confMience, thi«-«i 
] could not doubt his being certain of his fuperior 
jkill. I had, as yet, endeavourciL in vain toftiike 
an indifferent blow, but now my fword was 
pointed at his heart. The Count perceived my 
aim, but Itill behaved with the fame cotdnefs 2nd 
forbearance. At length my ardour abated, my 
ftrength and art were cKhaufted, and the Count 
was dill unhurt. «Na!" ! now exclaimed, 
throwing my weapon to the ground. " I will 
not 6ght againlt you any longer. Here is my 
hand. Count, I am reconciled." 

He embraced me with the warmell cordiality. 
" I have fought many duels, 1 added, " but I 
have never met with fuch an aiitagonilt. I mud 
confefs you are my mailer." 

" And I am proud," was his reply, *' of having 
regained by my fword, a friend whom 1 had lolt 
by an aftion to wliich the. (incerell aSeflion had 
prompted me." 

"Let 
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" Let me hear the pafticulara of that llraTige 
incident t I am defirous to know joxxT charges 
againft the Ifntmnvn, and .dill more fo to hear 
how you happened to deliver me from hia 
power." 

" Is it pofTible your tutor Qiould not have told- 
it you already." 

" He wanted to do it yefterday, but I would not' 
liften to him." 

" Now I conceive— 

'■ How could I challenge you ? I mult confefs' 
I did wrong that I would not liften to your jufti- 
lication, and I hope you will excufe and forgive 
it. Let me now hear what you have to fay." 

'< The day before you -vifilcd me the lall time, 
your tutor came to my houfe, pretending you had 
faid fo much to my praife that he could no longer 
relift the delire of bcmg better acquainted with- 
- me.- The firft reciprocal compliments being over; 
we happened to difcourfe of you. Your tutor 
aflccd me when you had been with me the la(t - 
lime ? I named the day ; he fhook his head, and 
turned the difcourfe upon another fubjcfl. I foon 
became fenfibic that my new acquaintance wa» a - 
Stan of an excellent undcrtlanding, and a moll > 
amiable difpofition of heart ; and obfcrvcd with- 
fweet pleafure that 1 feemcd not to be indifferent 
to him. Our difcourfe foon became more ani. 
mated, warm and unrcferved, and you happened a- - 
gain to bv'corae the obje^ of our converfation. - 
* I cannot conceal any longer from you (your 
tutor faid) that this young man is extremely deaf 
to mt, that I love him almolt better than myfelf^ 
He is grown up under my hands, I have unfolded- 
his undcrltanding, and chiefly through my care 
and attention to his improvement, (l can fay, 
without flattering myfclf) he became what he is — 
an excellent promiling young man,- of whom li 
baVftc 
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have reafon to be proud. What a happy profpeft 
does he aflbrd his country, which will reap one 
time the fruits of the bloflbm which my eye be- 
holdg at prefent with fileiit fatisfadlion.* 

•' Tn this drain he continued . to fpeak a good 
while. — But you pay no attention to what I am 
faying !" 

" I am all attention, be fo kind as to go on !" 

* However thofe endowments of mind,' your 
tutor continued, ' which I faw bud with fo much 
pleafure, and improved and nurfcd with fo much 
care : his burning thirft for knowledge, his fond- 
nefs for whatever is Angular and uncommon, his 
fenfible heart and glowing fancy— thefe excellent 
qualities begin now to take a turn which has 
caufed me many gloomy days, and many nights of 
filent forrow.' 

»* All this has my tutor told you ?" 

« Let me proceed !" « If you will promifc me 
to keep it to yourfelf," he continued, " I will dif- 
clofe to you an incident which will enable you.to 
judge of the dangerous turn the mind of this young 
man has taken." 
. " Having promifed upon my honour to be 
difcreet, he relaced to me your adventures with 
the Uiktio-wii. When he had finilhcd his relation, 
he looked at me for fome time, gloomy and filent* 
ly ; then he took me by the hand and faid, 
• Count, 1 have communicated to you all that j 
know of the matter j however, I fear I do not 
know all i a filent apprehenfion iclls me. that he 
continues his connexion with' that dangerous 
man without my knowledge. He who never con- 
cealed any thing from me, who has laid open to 
me the moft hidden receifes of his foul, is grown 
at once clofe and lefervcd. I fi:ar, I fear he is 
ftillconne^ed v/ith the Unknown, and meets him 
at night, for he always comes home very lace.' > 
»' Indeed ; 
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"Indeed! did he tell you fo?" 

'* Yes, your tutor told me fo, and conjured 
nie with tears, if I {hould make a difcovcry to 
that point, to communicate it to him without de* 
lay. ' An accident enabled me fooner than I had 
cxpefted to return his confidence in me." 

" Indeed. 1 am curious to know what accident 
this was I" 

"A member of the government of this town, 
Mr. Alvarez, whom you faw the day before ycf- 
tetday at my hoyfe, and who left it before you, 
faw, when Pepping oat of the door, a man wrapt 
in a purple cloak hovering around the houfc, as 
if he had fomc (inifter dcfign. My friend, who 
thought it very fufpicious, pretended not to have 
, noticed him, and went about Cixty Heps farther, 
concealing himfelf in a place where the light of the 
moon enabled him to obferve the fufpicious lurk- 
er, without being Ceen, by him. Soon after you 
left the houfe too, and the man in the purple 
cloak followed you. My friend, feeing you enter 
into a converfat ion with him, concluded he was 
an acquaintance of yours who had waited for yon, 
and was going to purfue his way, but you were 
then fo clofe by the place where he was concealed 
that he could not leave it with propriety. " I 
know every thing," faid your companion, who 
.thought himfelf unobferved and had opened his 
cloak, " come to-morrow evening to the well 
known fpot by the fide of the river, and you 
fiiall find afTiilance." Thefc words, and the ac- 
cent with which they were pronounced, (truck my 
friend ; he fancied lie knew the voice, and exa- 
mined his countenance as well as his fituation per- 
mitted it. He recollefled his features, only his 
long white beard made him hefitate a little at firft. 
However, even that- difguife could not conceal 
him long } he was foon convinced that this man 
'^ was 
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was the fame perfon whom he had known fome 
years paft in the Eaft-IndieSj and wbofc memory 
had been deeply engraven on his mind by a moft 
remarkable incident. My friend, being fpurred 
by what he had heard and feen, returned inllantly 
to tell me into whofe hands you had fallen. His 
intelligence filled me ^with fear and allonithmcnt. 
"We confiilted on the fpot how we could— 

" The incident !" — I exclaimed — " the inci- 
dent ! or dare 1 not know it ?" 

*' The gratification of your curiofity ftall be 
your puntfhment !" the Count refumed fmiling, 
after a fliort paufe : " it will flatter your pride 
very liitle when you (hall hear what a wretch the 
man is for whom you drew youi fword a quarter 
of an hour ago." 

" I certainly fhall fight you with piftols," I 
rfplied, " if you don'tcome foon to the point." 

" My friend embarked about twel»e years ago 
for the Eafl-Indies, forced by ftrefs of fortune, 
in order to improve his dtuation. He had been 
recommended to one Ftnaldi, a banker of Immenfe 
property. Being provided with lettersof recom- 
mendation from the bell houfes, he was received 
in his counting-houfe without theleaft hefitatlon, 
and under very advantageous conditions. His 
great abilities and his uncommon diligence foon 
gained him the favour of Finatdi, and he had 
every reafon to expert to make his fortune. A 
flrange adventure raifed his fanguine expeftations 
dill higher. One evening when he was fitting in 
his room quite alone overlooking his accounts, a 
black flave entered his apartment, giving him a 
note. He opened it, and read the following 
words: " If chou canil return love fot love and 
keep filcnce, then fix a place where the bearer 
may find thee at midnight. Follow him whitherfo- 
, . ,-, ever 
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ever he (hall conduct thee, and fear nothing. A 
loving heart and a fwcct reward are awaiting thee." 

" Mj friend perufed the note more than four 
times without knowing what to think of it. He 
endeavoured in vain to (ift the black flare, who 
pretended to have been bound to fecrccy by a 
dreadful oath> No promifeG nor prcfents were 
able to open his lips. My friend could extort no- 
thing but the promifc that no harm Oiould befall 
him. The rcftrvcd flavc went away, and met him 
at midnight on the appointed fpot. 

" My friend followed him not without appre- 
henlion. " Slave," faid he, " whither art diou 
conducing me i" The flavc rcmaificd filcnt, 
putting his hand upon his lips. " Tell me, whi- 
ther art thou condufling me ?" The black bec- 
koned to follow him filcntly- My friend followed 
with anxious expe£tation. ^ 

" A high wall flopped their courfe. •« Afcend 
the ladder!" the flavc faid. My friend climbed 
up the ladder, and dcfcendcd into a garden of 
great extent and fplendor. " Take s^ turn in this 
palm grove till I comeback." So faying, he left 
my friend. After a quarter of an hour he return- 
ed and bade my friend follow him. They entered 
a fmall gate, and arrived at laft, over a narrow 
and dark ftair-cafe, in a paflage which was light- 
ed by a few lamps ; there the black ftopped, 
beating the floor twice with his foot. A door was 
thrown open, and a fwect aromatic odour evapO' 
rated from a dark apartment. The flavc pufhed 
my friend into the room, and (hut the door upon 
hioi. My friend groped in the dark; a fmall 
foft hand took hold of his, and a harmonious 
female voice whifpcred in his ear, " Come, 
and fear nothing." His invifible condu^refi 
led him foftly along ; and fuddenly a fllken cur- 
tain was drawn open; a fplendid apartment '411u- 
mtnated 



then 
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tnlnated with numbeilefs torches, and a relret 
couch upon which a heavenly female figure was re- 
pofing, prcfcnted themfelves to the gazing looki 
of tnj aftonifhed friend. '* Come neater, charm- 
ing European," lifped the crimfoning fair one, 
'* but take care not to trefpafs the laws of modef- 
; for at the firft llgnal my people will rufli into 
e room and kill thee." Then the beautiful In- 
dian told him, that Ihe had fecn him ivcidentally, 
had fallen in love with him at firft light, and was 
determined to be married to him. ■' It is true,* 
added (he, '* my mother hates you Europeans, 
and this has obliged me to meet thee at night j 
however, I do not defpair of perfuading her to 
give her confent to out union, for Ihe doats upon 
me. I only want to knoiv whether thon canft re- 
turn love for love, and wilt become my Lord. I 
am very rich and handfome too, as thou feeft j 
if tbou wilt promife to marry me, thou {halt have 
leave to fee me every night." 

Here I ftirted up from my chair, exclaiming, 
*' Count, do you keep your word thus ? Yoa 
have pTomifed to relate to me the adventure with 
the Unkmmm, and you give me the romance of 
jour friend, with all the particalars." 

" I (hall foon have done !" refumed the Count, 
who feemed to be determined to be revenged on 
my patience for my challenge. 

" I need not tell you," thus he refumed, "that 
my friend accepted with rapture the offer of the 
beautiful Indian, and that the damfel exerted every 
power of perfuaGon to get the confent of her mo- 
ther, her failier being dead fome years. Fortune- 
feemed indeed to favour the two lovers. The 
greateft obftactes were already removed, the mo- 
ther began to liften with patience to the argnments 
of her daughter, and the latter furrendered with- 
out referve, to the tcndcriiefs of her prefomed 
Vot. I. F hulUad* 
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liuJliand, when an unexpected clapof thuUder de- 
.ftroyed e?«y hope of future happiuefs j and a 
dreadful blow ruined my fiicnd for ever. A rich 
Irijbmait, who was gone to the Eall-lndies half a 
year before my friend went, and lived in afplen- 
ilid manner} lent one morning a fervant to the 
.Uanker, with the intelligence that he was goin^ or 
J^oard of a fliip to undertake a long journey, defi- 
t)|}g, at the iame time, Mr. Fina]4i,to remithim 
wimout delay the fum which he had eotrujled to 
•liiscare. The banker was certain that , he. never 
had received money from the Iri/liaan, and told 
lii.s fervant to inform his mafter he was very much 
^ilLaken, for he never had received a farthing 
from him, much Icfs the fum of ijoooj. and 
.confequcncly could remit him no money. No 
fooncr was the fervant gonCj when my friend was 
fcm to the jufticc of peace in order to inform a- 
^n(l the Irifiinan as a fwindler, but how greac 
was hisallonilhnieiU when tbe.fuppofed cheat en- 
tered the ollice, telling the juftice that he had fent 
to Mr. Finaldi, foqn alter his arrival in the Eaft> 
Jndles, 150C10I. in pialleis, atid begged him to 
-keep.that funi,lill heihould demand it back. The 
latter, he .had 4onc to-dajr, t^ecaufe be was goiog 
an a Jong .voy.age^ .but the banker denied having 
received aiiy inpney, and as his departure could 
not be delayed, he dc fired to have a fearch war- 
rant.: He added at the fame timei that if the ban- 
ker Ihould have ien)oved his money, the othcets of 
jioUce would perhaps find the letter feakd with a 
leal, ,which he produced, and fent by hjn) to Fi- 
iialdi along with the money in queftion. So fay- 
iDg> he gave to the judge a copy of his letter, and 
iilut of the different numbers with which the bags 
?*cre marked, cifFtriiig to wait meanwhile at the 
ft(E£e,.,in cnlei to be refpoi.iible for every tiling, if 
nciuier Rioiiey nor Ictiei lliould be found, a^.d 
then 
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llien to prove his demand in a inor« convincmg 
manner. The judge could not refufc granting the 
rcqueft ; he went along with fome oSicets of the 
police to the houfc of the banker, requcfting hint 
to deliver to him the money of the Irifhman with- 
out delay, fliewing him at the fame time the cop]f 
of thcletter, and enquiring whether he had not 
received the original ? However, when Finaldi 
proteftcd he had never feen fuch a letter, he was 
informed that his houfc and writings would be 
fearchcd. Finaldi fubmitted very cheerfully to it^ 
«nd went himfcif with the judge mto the firft floor, 
opcmng the repofitory and the chefts in which he 
Icept his money and bills of exchange. The ban- 
ker faw, with the greateft equanimity, the judge 
-take a note out of his pocket, and compare with it 
the marked bags. The judge difcovered very ea- 
fily thofe which were marked with the numbers 
mentioned by the IriHiman, and fealed with his 
own feal. The letter, a copy of which had been 
given to the judge by the Irifliman, was lying 
open on one of the bags, and of courfc the de- 
mand of the claimant fully proved, and the money 
ordered to be carried away. Finaldi, hearing the 
judge order his money to be carried away, grew 
almoft frantic, and protefted folcmnly againll his 
proceedings, but tonopurpofe. The judge Qiew- 
cd him the letter of the Irifliman, and his fea! on 
the bags. My friend faw the banker ftagger back 
with a countenance as pale » alhes. After a long 
paufe of horror, he fwore at length by the living 
God, he knew not how the feal and the letter 
could have been put upon the bags, protefting 
again and again, that the money was his property. 
However, his prctcnJcd ignorance appeared to the 
judge an additional proof of the banker's crime, 
and he was pbligcd to fufier his money to be car- 
ried away, and delivered into the hands of the 
F 2 IriQiman, 
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Irifhman, who received it with the folcmn decla- 
ration that he would return very foon and formal- 
iy profccutc the banker for fraud, and fct fail that 
very hour. 

•• And this Irilhman ?" — 

" Pray let me finifli my narration. — On the 
evening of that very day, a young man with whom 
my friend was very intimate, came into his room, 
with evident figns of the grcateft confternation, 
" Make hafle; make hafte, my dear friend," he 
exclaimed with a trembling voice, '* and fave thy- 
felf 1 Finaldi is in the grcateft fury ; he has been 
informed — God knows by what traitor— that you 
have been out of the houfe lall night, and return- 
ed feme hours after midnight. He is firmly con^ 
yinccd that you muft have been privy to the fraiid ' 
of the Irilhman, and betrayed him in the night. 
Tar heaven's l^ke, xjpn't hefitate a moment ! Make 
hafte to fave yourfelf by Jlght ; every moment 
threatens to be fatal to you ; you are belet by 
Finaldi's fpies, all you.r fteps.are watched ; dilguife 
yourfclf, and ,flee as far as you can;" 

My friend being confcious of -hts innocence, 
was 'deH^imincd to ftay, JHis npflumal abfence 
had been .occafioned by the fair Indian, and not 
by Finaldi's money-bags, which his confidant 
knew very well. ," But how will you prove your 
innocence ?" the latter refumed, " X)id not your 
miftrcfs make you fwear a folemn oath to be fi- 
Icnt ? Do you intend to expofe the honor of the 
darling of your heart to public ridicule, and pub- 
lilh in a court of jufticc the nqflurnal myfteries of 
love? And fuppofe — which I never can believe 
you could commit fuch a cruel treachery, do you 
think this would exculpate you ? Are not appear- 
ances entirely agaiiift you ? No one except your- 
felf and Finaldi keeps the keys to the apartmeilts, 
repofitoriei and chcftg which contain the money 
and 
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and the papers } confcquently, nobody but four- 
felf, or the perfon with whom you were conncft- 
ed, can have defrauded the banker." "OGodI 
exclaimed my friend with defpair, ** I am ruined ! ' 
fave me ! whither fliall I flee r" •' In the arms of 
friendfhip?" his con&dant replied. *' Come I I 
will procure you a temporary afylum againit the 
fpiss of Finaldi'; with the firlt dawn of day, you 
muftgo on board a fhip." He was as good as his 
word, concealing my friend, during the night, la 
his lodging, and condudting him in difguife on 
board of a veflcl as foon as morning began to 
dawn. " Shalt I flee without taking leave of my 
miftrefs t" Mj friend alked groaning, <* Will 
you on the brink of fafetyj plunge yourfclf in the 
gulf of dellruflion i" his conhdadt replied. The 
yrinA fwelled the fails, and in a few minutes the 
fliip was out of the harbour. My friend faw the 
Ealt Indies and hts native country no mot^. He 
afterwards repented iu vain hisprematare flighty' 
by which he had ftrcngthened the fufpicion of his 
fuppofed crime ; he -looked in vain, with heavy 
groans, towards the place which contained his 
mirtrefs, who, as he was informed afterwards, - 
drowned herfelf out of defpair. All his promifing 
views, all his rofy hopes were ruined for ever. 
He was now wretched, uiifpeakabty wretched — 
rendered fo by one man.— Conceive his altotiiOil 
ment, when he found again this very man, the ■ 
day before yeilerday, in your ET/jiwiiurf." ' , -. 

" Is it pofiible ? ' ' \'' 

• ' Yes ! it is- but too certain-^And in fuch a ■ 
wretch you have confided.*' * 

•• Should the Irithman really have been a cheat.*' 
" How can you doubt it ?" 
« I confefs Count/ on one fide appearance is 
entirely againft him ; but on the other lide appear.^ 
ancc i» not lefs againll the fraud." 

F 3 «• lean- 
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" I cannot comprrhend you."' 

" I will explain myfelf diftinflly, and wiih bre- 
vity : '« If I luppofe the Irifhman to be an impof- 
lor, then the incident which you have been rela- 
ting to mc is iftore incomprchetifible^. than if I 
luppofe him to be an honell man," 

•' For what reafon ?" 

" Be fo kind to anfwer me firft a fi:w (]uelUon»^ 
atid-ewry thing will be cleared up.'* 

" "Well ! what do you wifli to know ?" 

" Had the Irtlhman norcr been in the houfe o( 
the banker ?" 

*' Never.'** 

*' Had no perfon bolides your friend and Final- 
^r, been intrulted with the Iccyi to the room», fc- 
'pofitoricj, and chefts?" 

*' No perfon whatever." 

•' Had neithei of them loft one of thofc keys f ' 

" Certainly not. Nay, I will tell you more; 
oh the' day previous to. that on ^bich the Irilhman 
claimed the money, my friend faw the bags with- 
out his feal." 

•' Has no door nor cheft been found forced^ 
iior a lock damaged; and have no other marktoP 
■I violent entry been dttccled?" 

*• No, afiiircdly not !" 

*' How could> therefore, the Irilhman have 
committed that fraud 7 Tou have refuted your 
own afTertion, Count ! or you mufl allow (hat the 
U^ii.ovin is poflVfled of i'upernatural Ikill — and 
then I agree with you." 

•*■ He that is entruRed withfupernaluralpow- 
er^" the Count replied in a folemn accent, *' will 
never mifufe it for a villainous purpofe." 

■• Then explain to me the whole incident in a 
natural manner, and 1 will embrace jou as the 
greatcft. philofophet." 
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« I muft confefs that I find it impoflible ; t>ut 
what does this prove ? are juggling tricks impofi- 
tion ill a IclTer degree becauk I cannot explain 
Ihemt or does the man who has robbed another 
perfon of i^oool. ceafe bein^ a villain, becMife 
{•cannot penetrate the web of his fraud i" 

My tutor wh« had joined us during this dif- 
courfc, and fignffied by f^nt fignst" his approba-- 
tion of the Count's remarks, took no-tf his part. 
•• Don't you recolledl," faid he to me, *• that (he 
firft attempt of the Uninotv/t 'upOa'm, waaf no- 
thing lefs- than a theft? he bad robbed -us too, - 
in an incomprehenfibk manner ; but have we been ' 
lefs impofed upon on that account*" 

"I beg your pardon !'* I replied. "Thiscafcis 
very di^rent from the former,- at leaft' in one 
refpc£l< lii the former cafe, he is a -downright . 
cheat, if we fuppofe that he never reftored the - 
theft} or," faid I to the Count, <* has he ever' 
returned the money to the banker i" 

"My friend harbeen infermed by letters iirfiich' 
he latdy received from the Eaft Indies, that he 
neither is returned thither, nor has remitted th« ■ 
money." 

*< The- cheat which h« pisiyed upon us,* I re- 
fumed, "proves nothing againft his ho Betty I" 

*< Nothing f how can you maintain this ? " 

" The event has proved it. He Ijm returned 
a«ry thing ; ho did therefore never defign to ap-' 
propriate our property to himCslf." 

" The latter conqtuGon, I thintiy ts too prema> ; 
ture. He ha» perhaps chmged his plan." ' 

« Perhaps he may have returned the fihillflr' 
f«m," my tutor- faid, •» in oider to hoodwink, 
and to cheat u& of a greater fum." 

**By.-b«aveB! you judge too fevepely," I exv- 
diUned. 

F 4r. «You 
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•• Tou have tnaintuned juft now>" the Conn* 
.refumed, " that if you were to Aippofe th« 
InQiman to be an impollor, the ihc idem with the 
banker would appear mote incomprehenrible tO' 
you, than if you Oiould fuppofe him to be an honeft 
man. Tlie former part of this alTenion you- 
haye explained ; will you be fa kind to give 
us fome iigh: with refpeit to the lattet point f " 

<■ If I take the Xiilhman to ber arthoneft man, 
then 1 feek the impoftor in Finaldi's houfe, anti 
the cheat becomes very coroprehenTible." 

■■ In FinaldiV houfe ? how fhould this b« 
joOible? Did I not tell you» that no perfon. 
except my friend and the banker, had the care of 
the keys to his money and papers. J can be bound 
for the honeity of my friend." 

« Fop the banker's hondly too ?*^ 

"Ho; but 1 think there is no occaGon for 
■ It." 

•■ What ean prevent me from believing, that 
the banker really received the 15,0001. from 
the Iriflimanj and wanted to cheat him of that 
fum' ?" 

" How can you give room to fuch a fuppo- 
£iton, only for a fingle moment. Not to men- 
tion the readinefs and unconcern which Finaldi 
difplayed on the examination of his chclls, you 
mull confider that he could eafity have removed 
the letter which bore witnefe againft him, if he 
had really received the money, and defigncd to 
defraud thelrifhman of it. Then you will pleafc 
to conHder, that, according to the declaration 
of my friend, the feal of the Irilhman was not 
OB the bags the day before the examination, and 
that the banker certainly would not have imprint- 
ed it the. preceding night, in order to betray him- 

fcif the day following " 

My 

c.3.1; J .Ai(K-)^l>J 
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My difcourfc with the Count was interrupted 
by his friend who came to fee him. " Aniicty 
for your fafety," faid the magijlrate to the for-i 
mer, •* and for yours, my Lord," turning 
to Count Galvez, my tutor, '« haS' carried inc 
hii4ier. The IriOimaa whom I have imprifoned 
ycfterday does not know, as yet, who his in- 
fotmers are, and although he never (hduld re- 
ceive intelligence of it, he will, neverthelefs, 
fufpeft you to be the primary caufe' of his im- 
prifonment; - Do not flatter you rfctvffs that you 
will be'abte to cfcapc the cffcfts of hisrefent- 
ment, if you ftay here- any longer. - It 'is yet 
in your power to fave yourfclves, becaufe his 
myrmidons are at prefent ' ignorant of the mat- 
ter. But you will not if they receive intel- 
ligence of the affair. Do not think that my 
anxiety for your iafety exaggerates the dinger 
againll wtuch I have cautioned you. " You do 
^ not know that dreadful man, nor his incredi- 
ble power. (July a fpeedy departure and the 
moft fccrct incognito -on ihe- road can fave - 
you." 

We thanked the magitlrate- for his^'attention, 
and deliberated inftantly on our - fituation. We 
determined to prepare 'with theutmoft fccrecy 
for our departure, and to leave the town againft 
midnight, ' taking an afieflidnate leave of the 
friendly magiftrate after we had made him pro- 
mife to fend us-frequent and exafl accounts of 
the conduct of the IrVQiman, and the progrefo 
and iCue of his- trial. 

The Count begged >Jeave to accompany us, 
alledging that he had fettled his bufinefs at *••*, 
and confequcntly was at liberty to follow us every 
where. I and my tutor, who had a particular 
regard for the Count, were very agreeably fur- 
prtfcd by bit cffei« and accepted U with great 
F s pUafur' 



lai THE VrCTIM OF 

glcafure, W« le& tfae to#n w' foon ai it 

grew daric, anj at fix o'clock the next morning, 

were fiit)r miles diftant from th6 place of dan* 

gpr. 

~ The Count did not think it advireable to Hop, 

and as we flayed no where longer than two days-. 

at: moft, we were foon 1^34 milesdi(tanr. 

On the road I received a complete account- 
of the pflrtioulars of my delivery from the pow- 
er of the Irifhman. The Count having commu-- 
nicatcd to my tutor the intelligence which he 
.had received from the magiltratCi., a plan of talc- 
ing up the Irilhman waYinOantly defigned and. 
executed.- 

My fervantiiad received orden not to lofe fight . 
of me all the evening, and to follow roe every. 
vhCre st a proper dillance. When I. came to- 
the bSnk of the river^ and began to wait up and 
down as if. expelling' fomebsdy, he. concludedi 
that this wis the place of rendezvous,. and in — 
formed roy tutor of it. My tutor commuaicatcd-.> 
his intelligence to the Cbunt, and the Count to. 
the magiflrate. The latter ordered fomc officers . 
of the poliece to attend him,, and followed my 
fcrvant to the place where I. expected the lf«-- 
kriofv'n. All iTiy ftcps were watched at adidance;, 
which could be done fo much eari«r, as I had . 
not the leafl fuipicion of being furroundcd by. 
fpies.. 

Tlie Xlnhno-wn appeared, and the whole tTain< 
followed us at a great diltance, only the ma- 
giftrate went- home again, thinking his pre— 
lence fiiperflnou!. My fervant carried a Ian- 
thorn under his- cloak in order to light the torch- 
es which the officers of the police were provided 
with as loon as the fignal-lhould be made in ordet' 
10 prevent the Irilhnian from making hisefcape 
in the dark. The Count and my tutor were the 
flrft 
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fitft who hii afcendcil the hill after Jis, and as' 
Toon as 1 had entered Uic ruinous building, they 
bcfet the entrance in order to feize the Irilhmaii 
when he (hould return. Their plan mcceeded ; 
the Count gave the tigaal with a piftol, the po- 
lice officers rufhed for<h from their ambuQi and 
feized the lri(hman. This was the natural courfj; 
of an incident) which at firft furprifed inc like a 
magical delufion.' 

Six hundred miles fcparated us novfroin the ' 
dreaded Unknmvn. We therefore believed our- 
felvcs to be- out ■ of the reach of his myt-midons, 
and flopped at* * "ch, without cntfiriainihg' the 
lead apprehcnfion. In that town I renewed my ' 
acquaintance with the amiable brotlicr of the 
Duke of Br^g.inza. He was an amiable' foui^ 
man, adorned withthe mod excellent qualities. 
His underilandlng w3i acute and penetrating, 
hisprefence of mind unequalled, his difpofition ' 
joHal, his gcneroritjr unbounded. At the Tame 
time he was enthufiaftic in his friendfhip, poflcfT- 
ed a noble heart, void of every art and fufpici- 
on, which however, wa& the relidence of law- 
fnl ambition. ' He was affable in a high degreei ' 
and entirely deflitute of that foolifh pr'rde which 
fo frequently raitleftds thc'Spanilh and Portu- 
guefe nobility to fancy thtmfclves to be a kind of 
fuperior bdngs i hisconverfatkHiwasinftructive, ' 
and his humanity and kindnefs to every oneunbi- 
afled by felliaineffi. Whoever faw and converfed ' 
with him could not but loArehim (inccrdy. - 

I had not feen him for fix years. When we 
parted, he left our common native country to 
enter into the Sp^nilh military fervice. He' was 
when a foldier the fame tender friend which he 
had been when at home, and with a kind' of 
rapture put me in mind of our juvenile years, 
which we had fpent in fweet congenial unanimi-' 
ty. 
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ty. I loved him as ardently as I had hated his 
^brother, who was quite the reverfc of him. 
The Prince waa a true foldier, and the Duke a 
conrummate courtier ; the former conftant in his 
friendfhip, and above fufpiclon ; the latter change- 
ahle and miflruflful. The former united ambi- 
tion with courage and perfonal bravery, the lat- 
ler an arrogant dcfiie of grcatncfs with cowardice 
and irrefoluiion ; which was the rcafon that the 
Prince flrove to fatisfy his paflTon in an open^ 
and undifgnifcd manner^ and the Duke by iii- 
ttigucs and artful wiles. 

One gloomy afternoon, when I was con- 
Terfing with the Prince in a confidential manner 
on the lamentable flate of our native country,. 
he related to mc, that on the evening previous 
to his departure i pried had entered his apart- 
mcnt with » mytlcrious mien, and exhorted him 
nor to leave his native country in the bloom of." 
his Ufe, as he might a£t a very importont part 
in a great undertaking which would foon be 
carried into execution. " I concluded from this 
hint," the Prince added, "that apian was car- 
rying on to fliakc off the Spanifh yoke, and to 
pace againon the throne the pretended imprifoned 
kingi but feeling myfelf not calttd to have a 
fbare in the confpiracy, I paidnO regard to his 
admonition and departetf." 

I alked the Prince whether be had not endea- 
voured to get more intimately acquainted with 
the pricft and to pump out his fecret ? The Prince 
replied, ** As foon ashefawthat t was not in- 
clined to enter into his views, he evaded all my 
queltions and left me. He was the fame monlt 
who once, during a riotous concouife of the 
multitude at the capita), had attra^ed our no- 
tice. You will recolleft how he went into the 
jr.idrt of ihe crowd, exclaiming in an accent of 
prophe- 
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prophetic inlilnration : 'There is an tnland king- 
cxilling ! lie is indeed dlfgutfcd at prerent, but. 
fooni- wilT (hew himfclf in public.'^— J)o you. 
rccoll5£t how fobn after- the prophefied king 
appeared, but was febed and imprifoned by the 
Spanilli government, under-thc fii^e pr^ext of be-. - 
ing an impodor i" 

I rccollefliid this incident veryr well, and- a ■- 
thought flufhed througb my head like lightning ; - 
I'fancicd Iliad fowid again the features of that 
monk in the countenance o£^ the Irifhman. 

The longer I revolved that ,idea in my mind^ . 
the more rcfemblancc liound between the fe two 
men. "If the monk ^and the Infltman arc one 
and the fame perfon," faid I to myfelf, " then it 
is. clear what defign he has upon me. A great 
undertaking is going on, as he has told the Prince, 
and he wants to implicate .me. in it. And what 
undertaking is it ? this too is no. fecret to me. 
A plan is- carrying on (o {hake off the Spanifti 
yoke, to fet the old king..at liberty, and to re-r 
place him on the throne.— With that view the 
Irifhcnan once faid to me : .* Can you behold with 
indifFcrcnce your, native country fmarting undet 
the whip of a foreign tyrant, anil Tee it walle its 
ilrength by degrees i" O ! it is clearer than the 
noon-tide fun* what defigns the t/nirawn has 
upon me." 

I believe firmly I had traced out-the plan of the 
Mfliman, and haftencd to communicate my difr 
covery to my tutor and the Count. Bwh were of 
opinion my fufpicion might be well founded^ and 
conjured mc by every thing facred, never to fufFct 
myfelf to be implicated in fuch a dangerous-plot. 
My tutor and the Count diiiered only with re> 
g-ard to the reftonition of the old king. " Whut 
concerns the fliaking offof the Spanifh yoke 
may be true," the former faid, "however ths 
good 
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good man wh& was beReved to be the old king;^ 
died inprifoDt and it would be tlAlculoMS to J}>eak 
only of his rcftoralion." The Count replied, that 
he would not maintain that he who had pretended 
tO'be the4>l^ king had been the truo one i how- 
CTcr,- he "knew- from-, fecret intelligence, that he 
had not died in prifon, as it has been pi«tended, 
but had found means to efcape, and was Hill alive : - 
^et he did not know the place of his conceal- 
ment." — " The wihoie hiftory of this unfortunate ■ 
PHncc," the Count added," is very lingular and 
myderions. When he was twenty-four years of 
age he went to war againft the Moors ; a bloody ' 
battle was foUj^hron a large plain, 4nd although 
the enemy were very fuperior • in number, yet he ■ 
put them to flight. However the gsneraJ of the 
enemy rallied his artny again, and the fortune of 
war changed on the fecond attack. The chriftians ' 
were entirely routed, and the king himfelf was ■ 
in the gteateft danger. Some of his moft faithful - 
generals, who had been- fparcd by the fury of the 
enemy, conjured him to fave himfelf ; and one 
of them who knew the country oflvred to lead Mm ^ 
to a place of fafety. However the young hero re- 
plied, • What a uain would be on my royal ho- 
nour, if it (hould be faid I had fled ! No, my- 
friends, I will retreat like a foklicr t*' Three horfes 
had already been killed under him, neverthelefs ' 
he forced his way through the enemy to his corps - 
de referve, which ftill was in tolerable order, , 
bet furrounded on all fides. Some of his atten- 
dants called for afliltance, and-thus the enemy 
got acquainted with his dignity, furrounding him - 
clofcr and clofer. Meanwhile the fight was con- 
tinued, and bne after the other of his principal 
officers was killed by his fide. At length one of 
them, who never had ftirred from his fide, ex-- 
claimed : * My Lord and king, what alEAance ~ 
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mn we crjie£l here ?'*— * That which our feats 
defcrve to receive from Heaven,' th« king anfwer. 
ed, ruOiing in the midft of his enemier, iinA 
oauling X great havoc among the infidels. But ht: 
was foon furrounded. b)r great numbers, and one 
of the enemy. called to the four knights who had 
followed him, to furrender, it being well known 
that the king was amongft them. One of his- 
faithful knights, whw perceived too plamlf that 
no other expedient was left, begged the king to 
give him his fword, left an- infidel might feizsit;. 
however the hero refufed firmly to gnnthis pray- 
er, exclaiming, ''A- king never ought to. pan 
with his liberty but with hia life.' Thcfc words - 
wounded the foul of bis faithful &rvant fo deeply, 
that weary of his life, he. rulhcd into the midit 
of the enemy, and fell covered with ' wounds. 
The king defended himfelf fome time longer, bat 

rfoon was overpowered and difarmed. Now a 

-quarrel arofe among the infidels on account of the 
Xing, every one of them contending he was Us > 
prifoncr; the conteft foon began to be very 

- warm, and they attacked each other fword in 
hand. Unfortunately a cady inuirupted . them, 

' and feung their rage, exclaimed— < Ye dogs, . 

. Allah has given you viflory, and now you ate 
going to cut each other to pieces on account of a 
prifonerl' With thcfe words he difperfed them- 
with his fabre, and rufhtng upon the king, whofe 
head was uncovered, gave him fuch a blow acrofs 
ihe right eye-brow, .that he fell from his horfe 
monally wounded to ail appearance. The reft of 
the infidels feeing this, . gave him fome more - 
wounds uponJhe head and neck, .being hinder- 
ed by his armour from wounding his body. 
* Thus,' added the knight, who was.an eye^witnefs . 
of that lamentable fcene, and communicated the 

. particulars to me, * thus the belt ^nd moil valii^nt 
kir 
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kmg uraa inTiumairly butcherccf in the fprinp of hit 
life.' As foon as the news at his death was known, 
five pretenders to the crown of' mj- country arofc 
at once. All thcfc rivalB proved the validity of ' 
their title in a moft fppcious manner,- but the moft 
powerful of them carried the palm of vi£lory. - 
The king of Spain liad the good'fortune to pofTcfs ■ 
himfclf of the CTown of Portugal; and^ever Gncc 
my native cowurjr has groaned uttderthe tyranny ' 
of a foreign'power, which, however,- fome years ■ 
ago was in danger o£ receiving a mortsl blow, s 
the king, whofc death was uniTcrfaUy bdicvcd, - 
appearing at. once at Venice t -The new pretender 
found much credit, not only with the multitude, ■ 
but alfo with many - grandees. His prctenGons - 
were particularly ■ (Irengtbened by fomc of my •■ 
countrymen who -had ktjown the king perfonally, > 
and often declared upon their honour^ that his 
features, his fizeand voice rcfemblcd'exa^lly'that - 
of thcii-royaJ mafler. He was fupp&rted So pow- - 
erfully, that ho foon began' to- hv» in' a manner 
anfwering ta his dignity, and declared himfelf- 
publicly to be the pcrfon whom' he< reprefented, - 
This alarmed the Spanilh Ambalfador at Venice, 
who fuccceded at length in pcrfuading the fcnate 
to arrcll < him.: On his examination he related, 
' that he had been dangeroufly 'wounded in that 
fatal battle,, butin a mod wonderful manner faved . 
from . death-. He -added he had been cured in 
Algarbia, and being alhamcd of fliowing-himfelf 
to any known . perion, after fo great a misfor-, 
tune, he had taken the refolution to vifit AbylGnia, 
and other remote countries and kingdoms : in his 
wanderings he had come to Perfia, aflilted in 
many battles, and received many wounds: at 
length he had been tired of leading a wandering 
life^ and found an afyltuii' in a monaftery in 
Georgia, 
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Georgia, where he had lived many years : 'till at 
Icagtb the defire of re-vifiting his- fubjefls had 
impelled him to learc his afylum. He farther 
added, he had landed' fird in Sicily, and fiom 
thence difpatched a melC:nger to his kingdom, 
who however, had never returned, which had 
|Mrorapted him to vifit his country in perfon, 
but previoufly to implore the interpofition of the 
Pope, which he had been prevented from carry- 
lug into execution by the villainy of his own peo- 
ple, who had robbed bint on the road. After 
that misfortune, hefaid,^ he had repaired to Ve- 
nice, where he had been recognized by fomeof his 
former fubje^s. 

" However, his aflertion AitI wanted thofe 
proofs which one juHly would require. He de- 
clared frankly that he relied on the candour and 
alTiftancc of the Venetian Senate, wl\o would ea- 
£ty recolieil what letters he had wrote to them 
during the Ia(t war againll the Turks, and how 
rauch deCre he had evinced to aihlt thempowcc- 
fully, alledging that whoever had fcea the king 
could not but recognifc the identity of his perfon. 
And, indeed, every appearance was in his favour 
with regard to this point. His features not onl^ 
refembled exa£lly thole of the true king, but, 
what is panicularly remarkable, the left fide of his. 
body was fhorter than his right, which was de- 
adly the cafe with thtf prince whom he rcpre-, 
fcnted. A fear of a wound, which the king had ~ 
received above his right eye-brow, when a child,, 
was very vifible, aiid many other marks by wliich. 
that prince had been diltinguilhed, were found, 
upon him after a clofe examination. He remain- 
ed nevetihclefs three whole years fliut up in a 
ptifon. Meanwhile my countrymen endeavoured,- 
to move heaven and earth in his favour. TAe Ser 
nate of Venice being preifcd from all fides, de-. 
creed 
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creed at length that he fltoiild leave their territory 
oil pain of being fcnt to the gallics for the reft 
of his life. My countrymen deliberated now 
carefully which road the king (hould take in order ' 
In return to his kingdom, whether he (hould gob^ 
way of Germany, SwifTerland, or France.^ 
Unfortunately he chofe the latter road, and no 
fooncr had he entered the frontiers of Florence, 
difguifed in the garb of aDomrnican friar, than 
hewaa apprehended by order of the Grand Diitce, ■ 
and delivered up to the Spanifli government at 
Naples, which, as one may eafily conceive, was 
very anxious to lci2c upon a perfon, who wa« fo 
dajigerous to the court of Madrid.— When ■ the 
Spanifli Viceroy ordered him to be brought into 
hi* prcfence, he faced him with great confidence, 
and feeing that he was uncovered, faid tohim^ 
« Be covered, Count I' Upon the Viceroy's quef-- 
tion, who had given him the power to ufe fuch 
fieedom ? he replied with noble frankncfs, ' He 
who made me a kingl'h'tiW can you pretend"n(>r~ 
to know Hie ^ Don't you recollcdt that the ting 
has lent you twice to my court, and ihat on that 
cccafton 1 gave you a fword fct with jewtU, and - 
your lady a diamond ring of great value? 'Hii* 
Ming literally true, the Viceroy ordered a number 
of rich fwords and diamond rings to be brought 
into the apartment. The king not only knew 
inftantly. the pieces in queftion, fclecling tbem- 
firom the. reft, but at the fame time loucheda fe- 
cret fpring of the jewel and ihewed bcisath it hts 
name, which till then had been difcovercd neither - 
by the Count nor his lady. 

« But what was the confequence ofithcfe con-- 
voicing proofs ? i-<c was^ptaced upon an afS) car--. 
ried through the llreets of Naples as an impollor, 
and fent to the gallics. When he approached the 
coaftg of Portugal, a general . commotion took. 
place 
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place in my native country; The monks, being 
diflatisGcd with the SpaniOi government, Ifirrcd 
"nip the populace, and a general revolt was on rfie 
eve of , breaking out. — Tranquillity and order were, 
indeed, Iboii reClored ; two moaks were gibbeted, 
and fcvcral other perfous executed ; however ihc 
commotion was not eniireTy Hopped. The govern"' 
ment of Spain were obliged to fecure the pcrfoii 
-of the unhappy man in a caftle at St. Lulce, 
•mhcn lie was clofely conhned, and is commonly- 
believed to have died. However the manner of 
his death has never tranrphed, and for that very 
reafon, the rumour of his having efFeited his cf- 
capc cannot be refuted direflly. riowcver impro- 
bablc his iliglit may be, yet the impoflibiliiy of it 
never can be, proved. The government of Spain 
may hive had good reafons for pretending the fu- 
gitive was (lead, partly in ordtrr to prevent the 
former commotions from breaking out again, and 

tartly animaed by the hope that, intimidated by 
is repeated fruitlefs attempts, he would D««r 
oarc to appear once more upon the (tage, as h e 
would have reafon to fear being traced out aad 
imprifoiied a ftcond time." 

This is the fubftance of the account given us 
upon this fubjeiS by the Couu^, who (which I 
niuft not forget to mention) had confcflcd to us 
on the road, that his name was not Barhif, but 
Clairval. <* The former name," added he, " I have 
adopted by defirc of the Countefs, who fancied » 
fiflitious name would enable me, tQ trace out ea- 
Ccr the murderer of my brother." No fooner had 
the Count pronounced thefe laft words than I 
grew p.ile. 'Ihis fudden ftriting change could 
not efcape the eagle looks of the Count, and he 
ftated by turns at mc and p)y tutor. The latter 
thought lilence would he more dangerous than a 
frank, coiifeflioDi and difciofed to the Count, with- 
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OMt refcrve, the whole hiftory of the apparition at 
the caftic of the Countefs, vowing, at the' fame 
time, that the latter muft certainly have been im- 
pofed upon by the Irilhman, who very probably 
had bribed fome of her fervants to carry on his fe- 
crct intrigues with more fecuirity, the noble cha- 
ra£)er of my father being in open contradiction' 
with a murder by hired aflafiins. 

The Count prutefted he .was entirely of the' 
fame opinion with my tutor, and could not but 
think the whole adventure the effcft of a fine fpun 
deception of the Trifhman, "Not only the no- 
ble character of the Duke, your father," added 
he, " but other circumftanees too, prove, without" 
contradiflion. ihai he can have had no hand in 
the aOaOination of my biocherj who never was in 
your country." 

"Well, then the cheat is laid open at once!*" 
I exclaimed, ** for I am cerlaki that my father- 
has not left his country thcfc fix^cars." ' 

We were, foon after, more Itrongly convinced, 
that the apparition at the caftlc had been nothing- 
elfebut a deception; for the Count received a 
letter from Amelia, . in which -the hillory of her 
recovery was related in a manner entirely differ- 
ent from the account of her valet de chambrev 
" Having been feizied with a death-like fainting- 
fit, (thefe arc her very words) I received a vifit 
from the Uiikuirwn, who, as 1 1 afterwards have 
b<'en toldby my piiople, poured fome ^r^P^ otit 
of a^ fmall phial into my mouth and left me, af' 
ter he had given orders to nvy nurfe, to give mc 
whatcvepi ihould delire upon my recovery -fron* 
my ftate of inrcnfibiliiy.— — ^Awaking from my 
fwoon, I' felt a violent hutlgerand third, which 
were no fooner appeafcd, than 1 was animated 
with new .life and vigour. The next day I was 
lUe to leavcmjrbad, and, in a lliort. uin<v<.wa9 
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as well as ever I had been. My valet (added flie) 
Kas difappeared fuddenly, and I nave not fecii him 
lince." 

The latter circamllancc left no doubt of Palef- 
lu's being in the pay of the Irifliman. Probably 
he apprehended that his fccret correfpondence with 
that impoftor would bedcteftcd fooner or later, 
and for thatreafon difappeared in good time— 
What elfe than foch a connexion with the Un- 
ktwwn could have prompted him to write two 
letters which contained fo many fiflions, entirely 
to the advantage of ihelrifhman. If he had re- 
lated the fa ft in a (imple and natural manner like 
the Coontefs, I (hould indeed have thought the 
.bcnefa£lor of Amelia to be a fkilful, or at Icaft a 
fortunate phyfician : however, the manner in 
.which, he rcprefented the matter, could not but 
jjroducc an efFeil quite different. Paleiki bad the 
greatcft reafon to expe£l the hilhman would ap- 
jearlo me a kind of fupcrior being. To rcfuf- 
citate by a touch and a few words a dead perfon, 
'who had been in her coffin three days and nights ; 
this could not have been effcdtcd by natural 
means, and it was not the fault of the Irilhman 
or Falelki) that I received a true account of the 
matter, contrary to thair expectation, which en- 
tirely diflblved the charm. On the other fide, lei 
us fuppofe this accident had not happened, I had 
not goi acquainted with the Count, and confe- 
quently not feen Amelia's account, would th?ii 
my belief in the Iriflinian's fupctnatuFal power not 
have been nurfed, ftrengthcned and raifed to the 
higheft pitch. *' O ! it is douhtlefs !" I exclaim- 
ed, " that tiiefe two fellows hi^vc been leagued, 
and availed themfelves of my weak fide; it is 
doubtlefs that they lifted in concert, when my tu- 
tor, Amelia, and myfelf were deceived by the pre- 
tended apparition." , , i^iooglt; 

'^ Count 
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Count Clairval and my tutor were highly re- 

{'oiced lo fee me cured of my -prejudices, .which 
lad chakied me to the Unknown with iron fetters, 
and threatened to produce the moft dreadful con- 
fequcncee. 1 myfcif was glad to have been freed 
in time from an error which had been rooted fo 
deeply in my foul, and thanked the Count with 
fenfations of the fmcereft gratitude for having de- 
livered me twice from the power of the liilliman. 
The Count had gained the favour of the Prince 
of Braganza in a high degree, being an excellent 
companion, and the Prince fond of fecial plca- 
fures. He therefore accompanied my tutor and 
myfelf every crening to the Prince, where wc 
fpcnt our time in the mod agreeable mannrr. One 
evening, the latter gave a Utile feaft, and all the 
guelts were already afTembled except my tutor, who 
had mjifed to come at the fiied hour. I fent my 
fervant fcvcial times for him, but he always re- 
turned without being able to find him out. 'fhis 
accident mai^e me. vcrj' uneafy, and the Count 
and myfelf did not know what to think of it. It 
grew late, and (lill my tutor did not come. The 
feaft was finillicd, and the company left the houfe, 
two hours aftei midnight were paft, and we were 
Hill waiting in vain for him, feized M-ith anxious 
apprehcnfion. At length, I went home accom- 
panied by the Count. The hope of fmding him 
at our hotel winged our Heps ; however, we were 
fadly difappolnced, the apartment and the bed of 
my tutor being empty. Seized with terror, wc 
awakened the landlord, inquiring after my gover- 
nor, but neither he nor his people could tell vt 
more, than that he had left the houfe at nine 
o'clock. U he night ejapfed amid anxious bodings, 
morning began to dawn, and my tutor did not 
■•ppcar. My apprehenCons and anxiety furpafled all 
def- 
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deTefiption. I put every one around me in moti- 
on, difpatched ixiclTengers to fearchjor him every 
where, and rqde with the Count to sdl the neigh- 
bouring places; but we returned late at night with- 
out having feen or heard more of him than our 
mcfTengers. Three days clapfed amid fruitlcfs 
fcarchcs, I fpared neither money not pTomifes, 
and the Prince himfelf did every thing in his 
power to find hira out, but in vain ! we could 
not trace him out> The Ia(t ray of hope difap- 
peared, making room to the moft tormenting paln- 
of mind, which baiSled every attempt of the 
Count to comfort me. 

One day as I was muHng on the greatnefs of 
my lo(s, and wa^ walking up and down die room 
in gloomy reverie, the Count received a letter 
from the magiftrate. He opened, read, and gave 
it me with marks of furprife and allonilhment. 1 
rcsd the following lines : 

■ " My Lord, 

"lam going to communicate to you matters 
which certainly will far furpafe your expcilation 
and appear very improbable, nay, oven contradic- 
tory to you, though they are literally true, t ail- 
ed right before the tribonal of my coiifcience, 
when I ordered the Irilhman to be taken up, and 
yet I repent of it fincercly. It was the Irilhman 
who has rained mc in the Ealt Indies, and yet I 
cannot reproach him for it. He cheated the banker 
of 15,0001. and yei he is, ai ieatl in my eyes, 
jullihed on that account. My former hatred 
againit him is changed into admiration, and I 
■ji illi nio(t ardently it were in my power to deliver 
him from the pnlbn, where a fevercdoom awaits 
him. Hear, how thele apparent contiadiclions 
are conucfled. 
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** Two days after yogr departure* thr Irilhinaii 
fent for me. Several — pcrnaps not very honour- 
able— reafons, prompted ~me to grant his requell^ 
« You have taken me up,' faid he, when I enter- 
ed his dungeon, * becauie you think I was the 
author of your misfortune and cheated the banker. 
You have afied right in your opinion* and I have 
not fcntfor you in order to reproach you, although 
you are to be blamed on account of the precipi- 
tation with which you a^cd ; nor have I fent for 
you bccaufe I think it my duty to account to you 
for my anions. There is but anr,' faid he with 
a. folcmn accent, uncovering his head and lifting 
up his eyes to heaven, ' there is but »ne to whon\ 
I am accountable. 1 acknowledge no other judge 
, but him who has fent me, and whofc fecret orders 
to execute I am deputed to man. I have fent for 
you for no other reafon,' he continued, covering 
his head, ' than to reflify your erroneous noti- 
ons. You believe that I have committed an igno- 
ble, mean action, by robbing the banker of that 
fum-, i forgive you this error, for it is the com* 
mon melancholic lot of mortals to judge of mat- 
ters and a£lions by their external appearance. You 
will think otherwife when you fliall have learnt 
the real itate of that matter. Do you know that 
Finaldi in whofe fervice you have been ? Do you 
know that his imnienfe wealth is the fruit of the 
moft fordid avarice, aiid abominable ufury ; that 
in his chcfts the property of a thoufand ruined fa- 
milies, ruined by his opprcfiion, is .buried, and 
that his money is i^ained with the tears of widows 
and orphans ? A man of 3 noble heart, who in 
the times of profperjty had raifed the pcnnylcfs 
Finaldi from the duft by loans of great amount, 
to the higheft pinnacle of abundance, loft the 
greatcft part of his property through his unbound- 
id liberality* and partly through mifcarried un. 
dertakings. 
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Aataking?. He appli«il te FinaivK tor alSftance, 
Ad that ungrateful wretch compteted his ruirtj by 
euoning itora him exorbitant IntierGftt. Mifcfjr 
and ptingent grief undermined the hedth of the 
h^lefs man by degrees-, and threw him at length 
upoQ the bed of ftckncfs. He fent hii wife to nte 
banker to implore his affiflancc ; Finaldi pronrifsd 
to rcliere hint, bur under conditions which illl^ 
^Chalte- confbrt With horror and contempt. She 
wont home weqimg and helplefs, and experienced 
the additional mifery to return empty hatidtd to 
feven half-flarred children, who were crying for 
bread. *- Go you to him, my children,* the af. 
fliflcd father Iwd, • perhaps the fight of you rtay 
move his heart !' But the good man was deceived, 
for the barbarian ordered' his fcrvant td icick 
[hem out of the houfe^ That deed cried to hea- 
ven for punilliment. I went to the unhappy fuf> 
Ecrer, aOcine him whether he-could refolre to leave 
the £aft-In^cs, if I could procure him 15,009!. 
He affirmed it, and 1 carried that fum out of the 
coficrs of the banlcer to his houfe ; that is, I rc- 
llored to the ruined man one pari of his proper- 
ty, and the happy family left wtdi me the coun-- 
try where they luH been treated mth favage' cru- 
eky." — Here the Irifliman pattfed, eipe^ling niy 
anlwer. 

" Cooceming that matter," I replied, "you 
have juftiliad yourfelf I at leall,. to my fatisfa£ti- 
on } but will you not let me know the means 
which you made ufe of in order to get the fum in 
quedion in your pofleffioa i'*^ 

The Iriihman mufed awhile, and then faid, 
'* The means which I made ufe of are very fim- 
plci and for that rcafon you will not think them 
worth notice. But as they were moft fit and fafe 
to execute a laudable dcfign, prudence bade me 
to ufe th^m. I had got intelligence that the great- 

VoL. I. G eft 
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eft part of the banket's treafurc was kept in the 
fecond ftory, and in the dead, of night, got upon 
a ladder to the windows. Having opened the 
Ihutters and windowi with proper in ftiu men ts, I 
dcfccnded into the room, and examined it by 
the light of a lanthorn which illuminated .onjy 

• that fpot where I was, while the reft of the apacc- 
ment remained dark. Having opened the repofi- 

' tories and chefts with a maflcrrkey, a row of 
nioney-bagB piefenicd iifelf to my <.yes. Every 
.one of them was marked with a (lip of paper, 
Upon which the amount of the fum which ihey 
.contained, and the coin was wrote. I irarked in- 
ftantiy the numbers of thofe bags Mihich I defign- 
«d for the unforiunate faiyHy, and fcaied them 
with my own feal. Then I wrote a letter to the 
banker, in which I informed hini that I was fend- 
jng him 15,0001. in piafters, begging him to keep 

"that fum, 'till I fhould demand it back. Having 
fealcd this letter after 1 had taken a copy, I open- 
ed it and hid it upon one of the money-bags 
which 1 l(ad marked. Then 1 locked the repoG- 
tory and,the,cht.ft, and left the apanmcnt in the 
Same maimer I had entered it. "What happened 
ihe day following, X need not tell ypu ," 

.<< I.mufl tonfefs," Ie;icliumedj ")oiihave ex- 
.ccuted your plan in a tnafterly jnan.nerT-J only 
think," added I afier a ihort paufe, " the means 
too human, and ill-beccniing a man who can 
wrotjc miracles." < Who told you that I can work 
mirxic/ts/' the Infhman replied, ' * Jslo one except 
the gieat JRuler of the world, \can interrupt the 
cc{urfe of nature and alter her laws ; at mofl, 
moT^s may fetve him as inltiuments 10 execute 
the wonders of his omtiifoicnce. I do not deny 
that I have been appointed ftveral times to be a 
miiiiftLrof Piovidcnce, but no mortal being can 
Work m'tacles en his own accord, 'i he Whole of 
the 
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the power intiuded to me, confiftt in the know- 
ledge and application of fuch powers of nature 
as are concealed from the fhort-fightcd eye of 
mortals. At the fame time | cannot but confefs, 
that the myfterious deeds which I perform by 
virtue of that knowledge, appear to men to be 
ponders, bccaufe the fpcflator is unacquainted 
with the means by which they are effiifled. Mark 
wel! what I am going to tell you now. Although 
' the higher unknown powers of nature are at my 
command, yet this power has been intruded to 
nie, only under the condition never to make an 
improper ufe of it, and never to have recourfe to 
it while common human means (hall be fuSicient 
to attain my view. And this was the cafe in the 
affair of the bunker, when I determined to fave 
in unhappy family from ruin. There nothing was 
wanting, as the'event has proved, but art and 
precaution, and confequently I dutft not have 
recourfe to the higher power cntruded in me." 

" This doubt," faidi, "you alfo have cleared 
up to n\y f%tisfa£tion ; but what wUt you anfwer 
if i aflt you how I have defervcd to have been ren- 
dered miferablc by you ? Why did you ruin the 
happinefs of an innocent man, while you fayed an 
luifortunate family from ruin ? < I could tell you,' 
tlielri(hman refumed, ^ that ii) a cafe of coUilion, 
the happinefs of an individual mult be facrificed 
to the welfare of a whole family; however, I 
have no need to have recourfe to that fophifm. It 
was not I who has dcftroyed your happinefs, it 
was you. Why did you flee ? Was you not con- 
fciousof your innocence? No one could have 
convicted you of a breach of trull. BeGdes, £ 
had taken care that three days after my departure, 
a letter was delivered to the banker, in which I 
explained to him the means by which he had loft 
liis money, and the reafon which had prompted 
G a me 

M 



140 THE VICTIM OF 

me to Tcb him of that fum. T%u* yoa would' 
liave been deared of all fufptcioni have retained 
your place in Finaldi's hoiife> and uotloftyour 
miflrefs.' 

•• I wanted to flay," I replied, " bat my friend 
Kprcremcdthe danger fo pieffing — ** 

'* How covld you," the Irilhinan tnterrupteil 
me, *' bdiSve that man to be your friend ? He 
petjuadcd you to make your eJcapCf in order to 
.occupy your place in Finaldi's heufe, atid in the 
heart of your ntiftrrfs. However, his hope' of 
llipptanttng you in the heart of the latter, was dif- 
appointed } that he fucceeded whh rt{pc€t to the 
former, I need not to tell you." ** Alas !" I ci- 
claimed, "thep my forehoding has not dcccJTed 
me." Why did you fuffer youtfcif," the Irifhmatt 
continued, " toi>e taken in by falfe appearances f 
Why did youxonfide inamanof whole bad heart 
you could have convinced youTfdf by a vigorous - 
trial? However I will fiot wound you by" re- 

Eoaches. You have been your own panither.'* 
»reAc fftoppcd. d-felt deeply the juftnefs of his 
remarks^ anil could not be;iir .anr jctnger the ftghc 
.of.hiin'. " I have imprifoned you," faid I at 
length, "what can J ^ for you?" "Nothing," 
^WBS hisTcply, "but tofufferjultice,to takeits own 
courfe.*' But ifjufticcftouldlje Wind?" "Then," 
he replied, *' I Alall have an inviCble guardian 
who will prowft me, and break thefe fetters.'* 
^iththefe words, he difimifled me ; however, my 
jmind has been dteadiuHy agitated ever lincci. I 
fancied I had arrefted a villaia, and am now con- 
vinced too late of my error. The confeqnences 
of my rafhnefs will bear heavy upon him ; if he is 
not (aved by a miracle, then he certainly will be 
burnt alive. The judges of this extraordinary 
man have difcovered, during his imprifonment, 
matters of fo fingular a nature, that they firmly 
believe 
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lielinefiim to tea fatcenr, and jwu know, Connv 
)u)w inexoTabtc our laws are with v^rd to that 
^it. H he dies, his Wood will erf loudty •gainft 
wc. 

*** Tou wilt nmir £k, how whatt have faid la 
the beginning of m^ letter is connefled. You 
fliall foon bear xgain from me; and tecavea faith'" 
ful account of the iflue of a-triftl, which filh tne 
with gloomy apprehenGons. Till then farewvl!' 
Sic. &c. &c. 

«• What do you think of the contcntsof this 
letter f The Count faid when I returned it to 
him with evident marks of aftoniOiment. 

" Imuft confeft this letter has almoft •emrircly 
Ranged nrjr bad opinion ot the IrHhman?' 

" 1 might almoU fay mine too 1" 

*' By heaven ! if yoUr incredulity bfeglns to 
wtTer, then 1 have no reafon to blufli at my re- 
Japfc!" 

The Count fecmedtobelotlin profound iticdi)- 
tation, waHcIng up and down the apartment with 
hifty ftfidcs. " No i" he exclaimed at lengrb, - 
** itbimpoffiblel Ihould have been fo much mif- - 
cuken with regard to that man. I Hill affirm he 
either 'inuft be a charlatan or a confumitiate 
rogue !" 

" But hit defence feems not to cowfirm this 
tiard judgment of yours. The ferious, Tolemn,- 
and frank tone of hisdcfcnce, the eqUMimitjr with 
xvtitch he fubmits to hi« '^e, md the confidenct 
■*itli which he straits the final iffue of his trial'— '*' 
« Is probably diflimulation and rank deteption ' 
' — nothing rffe. NcTcnhclcfs,'** continued the 
'Gduntt after fome teflfc^on, " if I cbnGder thne^ 
my friend, whs has ICamt to dlftingnifti between 
^pearmces and rtality, between diffimulation and 
tsuth, \t4io ha himieH 'hadti'very bad opinion of 
tbb Irifbman, ,wid without doub t accepted his - 
G- 3, invitation 
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invitation for do other rcafori than to unmalk and 
to humble him j if I confidcithat my friend, not- 
wiibdanding this, cxcriminates him entirely, and 
admires a man whom he firmly believed to be a. 
villun — one fliould think that all cannot be decep- 
tion and hypocrify," 

" BelicTe me. Count I" I exclaimed, "in a 
fituation like that of the Irilhnian, in which no-r 
thing can be gained by hypocrify and deception, 
and which excludes all hope of delivery by naturait 
means, deception and hypocrify are ainioft impof- 
Cblc." 

The Count (lancd a few more objcAions, how- 
ever, he could not perfuade me that his bad opi- 
nion of the Iri&man had Bot received a mortal 
blow. 

•" if your tutor were but here," faid he, when 
'lie felt the weight of my arguments, "he would 
refute, with more fuccefs than I, your returning 
good opinion of (he Irilbman." 

The words tutoi, and Irilbman F were fcircely 
pronounced, when a thought flulhed through my 
ibul. — ** should not the Iriftiman be acquainted 
with the fate of my tutor ? I am almoft certain. 
Count, that if any body can inform us of his fate, 
thelrilhmancani' 

"I doubt it very much !" 

" I will at Icaft make a trial. The lead appear- 
ancc of poQibility ought to determine mc (o make 
an aticmpt. Let us return and conjure the Irifli- 
man to tell us whether he knows any thing of the 
fate of my tutor ?" 

<< How can you flatter yourrelftogetadmiffion 
to a prifoner who is fliut up in an inacceflible dun- 
geon i but let us fuppofe you could get accefs to 
him, it is very probable that he will be executed 
before VC fhall have travelled fg many hundred 
miles, as my friend mentions that his trial will 
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ffof be delayed. If you, however, are determin- 
ed to make a trial, you may as well write to my 
friend, who will eXecnre your commHRon with the 
greateft punfluality, if your letter does not arrive 
too late." 

" Excellent !" I exclaimed^ " I will write in- 
flantly." 

" Stop ! one moment only,'* the Count faid 
when I was going to leave him, '* did not the' 
Irilhrnan promifc to meet us at * • • n f " 

" Indeed I had cnttrely forgot tSis pro'^ife t" 

" ShouM wtt not rather travel to • ' * «, and ' 
fee whether he will b: as good as his word ? I rca- 
fon thus : If this extraordinary man really is what 
he pretends to be, if he really poflcffes fupernatu- 
ral pDwur^, then he certainly will 1)1 eet us at 
* •'•h, according to his promife, and then you' 
will get tlic intelligence which you delire. But if 
he is an impoftor, you will not receive the lealt iiw 
tellige lice concerning the fate of your tutor ; you' 
may addrefs him in perfoii or by way of leiters, 
confequently I think both our return and a letter to ' 
my friend will be ufelers." 

I could not but approve the Count's reafoning^ 
and we agreed to repair to * • * n, a place which ' 
wa3 ncarthrec hundred mile^ dlftant from our pre- 
fcnt reiidence. The Count and myfelf parted re* 
ludanrly with the I'rince of Braganza, who was- 
notlefs unwilling to be fep.i rated from us. How- 
ever the dcfire of feeing whether the Irifhman ' 
would fullil his promife, and the hope of hearing 
tidings of my tutor woidd have hurried me evert 
out of— »-Amelia's arms. '* Let us be gone with- 
out delay," I exclaimed, "a fccret prcfentiment 
tells.mcour journey will not be fruitlefs !" 

Wc had refidcd alrtady a whole month at 

••"n, without having either heard offccn art^ 

' thing of the Irilhman, but I did not^ neverthelcfs, 

G'4 give 
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gire up every hope. — About that time my fltkett 
whom I'had inlonncd of the tlifappcarance of my 
tutor, wrote me a letter replete wiih expredions of 
the greatcft affliAion. He had elleeircd- that 
worthy man as a true phlloropher. and loved faint 
as tenderly as a brother. This it was tliat prompt- 
ed Tity father to grant my Tcqucft lo continue my 
travels under the tuidon of Count Ctairval, ef 
whom my tutor had fpokcn with the greatett re- 
gard in a fcianer Icner to my parent. If he had 
known that this Count was a brother of Amelia'* 
late hufband, he would probably have refufed my 
rtqueft. However my tutor had been filcnt on 
that head, and the Frmcc of Braganaa too had 
recomirendcd him in fo ailvamagcous a manner, 
tliat be wai verj h^py to place me under his pro- 
te£ti™. 

The fame letter informed me, that very lately a 
commotion had happened in Sftiamadura, in fa* 
Vourof the brother of the Prince of BragaoEa, 
whefeparty had loudly demanded liim to be placed 
on the ihione of Portngal.— " Tou know,** my 
Jollier added, ** that atmoll one third ef itie king- 
dom belongs to the Duke { you know the title 
which tlie houfe of Braganza has to the crown ; 
fhould it therefore be fo very improbable (hat the 
confpiraiors wilt carry their pdim fooner or later ! 
Howei-cT, I clcclarc lolcmnly, that notwithftai>d> 
ing our reialion lo the family ^ Braganza* I never 
fhall take a Cure in a plot tcndinjj to tnndc the 
rights of a king to whom I have {worn aUegi- 
»nce.* 

*■ What am I tothJnk of this inci^nt ?" ^d I 
totheCotmt. <' £ut a few minutes ago ve were 
of opinion that a fccrct defign wascatrying on to 
replace the old dethroned king on the royal feat o{ 
his anccflcrsj and new "vii were made acquainMd 
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with a pfeEendbr to tlie crown entirelj' different 
frdin him i" — ftvi Couiit ThmgEcd hit fhoulders. 

"Iliat Very d4y we received a iccond letter from - 
the Magiftrate. He informed us, that the Iri{h- 
mtm, who had been ^conJemiied to Ik burnt pub* 
lictf in l«relvc days, was looking forward to hit 
ikeciition *ith the greated ferenity afij unconcern. 
Ahd yet, I don't know how it came, I retained llill ' 
afpanE of hope to fee thfi Ii<(htnan once more,not- 
withdatiding the ridicule of iheCouBt. 

One evening, wWch had Tuccecdcd k wtj fultrr r' 
day, the Count pro'pt^ed iwalkto a ueiglibouring 
wood. Thefky was feietltwhen we fct out, bu: 
%e had fckrcety been an hour Tii the wOod when it 
"was Taddenly Overclouded, and the' air began to ' 
prow very heavy. Every body had already left the ' 
n<:ld from feilr' oT an appro^hing (torm ( it was 
growing late, and the lightning anddidaht rolling' . 
of the thuAder announced the impending tempclt. 
We wire going to ri^turn to the town, when fud- 
denly cries of diltrefs' vidrated in our ears frd.n a 
great dilUnce. We hafteued towards the foot 
whence the cries proceeded, and -perceived ^ hu- ■ 
than figure, who was running with incredible *e-' 
locity, looking back every now and. then, as if 
piirfued by robbers. - Asfootl-as chefugii»e-faw 
us, he hatlehcd to itiect us. I Itarted back witK - 
horror, the figuTC-rcrembling more a living fpe^r$ 
' than a human being.. His haggard countenance 
ims covered with a death ■ like p ale nef 3, his tatter- - 
ed garments were floatitig in the ftorm, and his 
naked fcfet *cre (taincd with blood. But, coil" 
ceive my aftoniihrnent, when the miferable wretch 
pt;onounccd my name, and dropped to theground. 
I ftcpped nearer to examine his features, and Be- 
held— Palelki, the valet of Amelia ! 

Awful darknefa began to veil every object around,^ 

the fialhes of ligbtning grew fttongerand ftrong- 

9 5 er. 
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er, the rolling of the thunder louder, and the 
howling of the tempeft more furious. 

The emaciated ligute rofe with ■ d'ifiiculty, 
wringing hit hands in filent agony-T-and dropped 
again upon the ground. 

" What docs this mean ?" the Count exclaim- 
ed, lifting up his flick as if going to ftrike at 
iJic fellow. 

" Mercy f mercy! letmerefpirc only z mor 
ment - I will confefs all !" 

*' Well ! then confefs," I exclaimed, " thou 
hall been Amelu'e vaict, and impofcd upon me by 
two letters." , 

" Unhappy me 1 that 1 drd it. I have bee* 
punifhed very fcverely for it. The Unirwvin has- 
dreadfully refented that fraud." 

" The Unknown, with whom thou waft 
leagued ?" 

No feoner had 1 pronounced thefc words when 
the fellow dropped fenfdefs to the ground, foam- 
ing, roaring, and labouring under the moli dread- 
ful convulEions. Meanwhile the [torm was draw- 
ing nearer -, the flcy growing blacker and every 
objefl: around alTuined a darker hue. The wind 
blew fofter and damper, and the maumful dirges 
of the owls refounded in the wood, one peal 
of thunder fucceeded the other, and dreadful 
flafhes of lightning rendered darknefs vifible. 

At length, the convulGons of the miferaMc 
wretch ceafed, and he wai Itretchcd upon the 
ground without the leaft fign of life, exhibiting 
a view which excited horror and pity. A tre- 
mendous clap of thunder roufed him from his in- 
fenlibility. 

" You are afflicted with the epllepfy ?" the 
Count faid, *' have you frequently fuch dreadful 
fits ?" 

" A( 
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"■As often as the Unimwl choofes to cha{^ 
tiTe me" — he rcrpticd iff a faint and f<iltering ac- 
cent. . 

" Dare not to impofe upon us !" I exclainieil> 
""Hciw long have you beCn affliaed with this ill- ■ 
ncfs?" 

" Ever fince I have deceived your'LordAip.*' • 

"Thou lieft, rafcal !" 

«' May the next flafh of lightning deftrof ' 
nte, if I do V faid he; lifting- up his hands 10 
heaven. ' 

The lightning Httlhid/a clap of'jhundcf' fliook 
the firmament, and awful expcftation retained 
oor breath-^— however, the daring' challenger 
remained unhurt The rolling of' the thun- 
der re-echoed dreadfully all around, and rain 
mhced with hai^, gulhed violently from the black 
and heavy clouds. We fled into a grotto which 
the Count, alfiflied by'thi: vivid lightning, perceived 
at ^ fmall diHance, Atnelia's- valet followed us ■ 
clofely, pale and trembling. 

" Now," faid I, •'relate your ftory, 'but he 
brief." . ' 

<• Having- fent you the feeond -lettei-," lie be*' 
gan after a fliort paufe, " I happened to awakd 
^thc night folk) wing, and found myiampextingutfh- 
ed ; I fancied I heard fomcbody rultUngby my 
bed, and Itretchcd out -my -arm -i but j^celing'no- 
thing all aro'ind, 1 imagined 1 had been deceived 
by a dream and fell afleep again. A fliort time- 
after I awoke a fecond time^ -and heard diftinftljr ' 
fome perfon -walking' up and down the room 
with (low Heps. It could not be a delufion, for 
Iwaswide awake, and the walking up and down 
continued. Being fure to have bolted my- door 
and windows before I went to fleep, my confter-' 
nation was dreadful. I wanted to get down my 
fword whisli ufcd to be fufpcnUed by the bed-fide, 
but 
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but could net End it. However, I tofjk conngc 
und called to the night- walltert but no anfwer 
vat returned, and the walking difcontinued ; jtt 
ibis did not leflcu mi fear. I fcarcely daied to 
draw breath, and hllened attentively. At lengttb 
the noifcwaa renewed, and fotnebocly approached,, 
and an icj hand touched ray fiicc. 1 jumped 
out oF my bed, fcized with terror, and calle<f- 
for afllftance ; however* nobody could hear met- 
my room being (ituated in a remote part of t&fr 
houfe. I attempted to get out of the apartment*, 
but fome perfon took hold of me and flung me 
violently baclc ; I fell fenlelers on my bed " ^— A 
' confider^le time after, I heard a rough and hol- 
low voice pronounce my name. Defpair iafpired'i 
nie with courage, I got ,up, firuck a light, and'^ 
My Lord, who do yes think wa« ftairding be- 
fore me ?" 

A tremcndoM clap of thunder (battering m' 
oak in millions of pieceiy prevented mc front. 
returning an anfwer. We were yetalmoft fliin-- 
ned, when a fc(Dnd peal enfued. l^e tree was> 
all in a Same. .Palt&i tTemt)led violeiUty, hit 
.teeth irere chattering, and he could fcarcely ftaiui 
upon his legs. At length I aflced : " Who waa.- 
tbat fpeOre whieh dillurbed you in your; bed-room , 
at night i" 

" The Unitmea. I fancied I (ain his ghoA and^ 
OarteJ back thrilled with bomt, but he (tcpped. 
toward me a&tng in a dreadful Bccen.t : from what 
motive I had wrote to you two letters replete wkh 
fiflion ? feeing myfelf in hi» power I thought it. 
■would be mofi prudent to confefs the truth and 
ihcrefore replied frankly, "your difappeaiing in, 
the apartment of the Coumcfs and the miracu- 
lous cure you have efleited having made ' mc be- 
lieve that you muft be a fupernaiural being,, or at 
kafl 

Cj.l; :i-,X.(K)^k' 
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Unft (bmethiqg rtiore tlim imm, I.wiHistl to th- 
gratiBte tnyfelF wit}) youy ant! ^rMnpted' by that 
delire, I have intermiied tht rdation of me re-- 
cflvcry of. the Countefs vrvii fuch ttflioAs ai T 
fanciod'u'ould exaggerate fooryower." 

*• Reptile I*' replkd the Uninovmi with aunt' 
hiUtiiig lookS) " didft tboti fancy that I covld be 
bribed bjr frandi br afpit to a bamMrtd $lt>ty, ■ 

- attained by (i£tion<? ^/mI trUl the world think - 
efmct when iheflfl which'- thou Mil 4iB6gured 
by lies AmU appclrin its re«l Ihape f"—l iraa go- 
ing t« exculpate myfeff, but the tXnitiowtt wmM 
not liftcH to me.. " WHl tbe w«rld not think" 
flid he> " that I h«Te been priry to that' tfecep- 
tit>n> stai ordered thee to dirulge it^ ttfth a delign > 
to girethe reftoration of the Cbvnte^ s rtiiracu- 
iom& appeafanef ?" I did not dare to make another ' 
itttempttovindMate myfelfagainft his reproaches. 

- H« «oai'Biai>ded nte to.folktW him, if I taloCd ^ 
luyltfet.andl didfbk.- A ^aile'was waiting f oV - 
mc at the gate ; - the Uidinovm ordered me to ftep 
in, sAd to repair to * * * o^ where I (hould re- 
cewe hi« farther dkeflions. At • " * oj he ap- 

f cared again' to me. "Take this garment of a 
rtgrimi" faid he, ." and travel barefoot to * **n, 
where thou wilt mett thfe perfon wh<»n thou halt 
belied 1 recall, and tell him I have fen t thee." I 
was- af^id to make any oppofitton,. atrd b^an. 
vtf. pilgrimage without delay. Finding it tery 
pnn^l to walk, barefoot, I put Ihoes on, in or- 
der to continue my titavcis with more eaft. Woultl 
W heaven I I had never done it ! for that rery 
night I was puniihed wi^ tbofe dreadful convLiIli- 
ons which you miftodc for eptlepfy. I was after- 
ward a^K'ayB fciMd with the famcdiGorder uliene- 
vell reftcdlotigproamy pilgrim^^^ than necelTity 
. required." 

Pak&i's 
[..,,1- I .Ai(Kwk' 
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Pttlcflci's icladon was frequently intcrruptcfi' 
by ihe dreadful TolHng of the thunder, and the 
fufiou& howling, of the tcmpeft, which cominuett 
to lag; with unabated Tiolence. At length its ■ 
fury was fpciit, the flafhes of lightning grew 
fainter, the thunder ceafcd to roar,, and^ a gedtle 
rain fell-down in fmall drops. 

•• Go on with thy ftory/' tlw Count faid to • 
TsAeiki, whohad paufed .awhile. . 

"I attempted in vain,, to difobcy the commands 
of the U«i"£«i'n.— Severaltimes I ventuTed to go 
back, and to talc& the ■ Toad> to tny native town; , 
but whenever I madeftKh an attempt I- was ■ 
fcized with dreadful pains and convuKioas. At 
length, 1 arrived haifan hour ago in tlus -neigh- - 
bourhood, almoft fpent, by thfi fatigues of my 
long pilgrimage. The charming evening invited 
mcturcn, J threw myfelfonthe grafs and felt i 
aflecp. A violent fluking a^i'oke me ; the light* 
ning flalhed, and the thunder roared, and the ; 
Unknown flood before me.*" 

" The t/ofHdwn, .who if not'cxecuted, is im^ 
prifoncd at • • * ch, ftood before thee V cx^ - 
tlaimed the Count. Art thou mad ?" 

"Would to God I were mad! to the unhappy ~ 
(ulfcrer it is frequently happinefs to be bereft of ■ 
reafon.". 

" He ftood before^ thee, didft thou fay ?" 

" Tcs ! he- ftood before me with .dreadful ■ 
looks, likea midnight fpc£trc. The -fight of him* . 
chilled the marrow in my -bones, and my whole 
frame was feizcd with a tremor of terror when be 
exclaimed with a thundering voice : •' haft ihoH 
recalled thy lie, for flumbering here fo careicfsly ? 
Or didft thou fancy to have efcaped my looks, 
becaufc thy eyes did not fee me ? .Wherever thoo . 
art, myfpiiit is hovering about thee like-theair 
which-iurrowndg thee ! ^ gone inftanlly 1 Woe 
unto 
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unto thee if thou dareft to eat or to drink, or 
to taftc the fwcets-of fleep before thou haft er»- 
cnttA my commaiKl I" So fa^^ing, he drove me 
away, hunting me over ditches and hedges^ 
through thorns and thidtes, 'till my garment was 
rent in numbcrlefs tattersj. and the blood trick- 
ling down my lacerated feet. Unable to fuftain 
my pains any longer, I b^an to. roar louder than 
" the tcmpeft, when your Lordfliip appeared, and 
my purfuervaniftied like an airy vilion." 

Meanwhile, the rain had ceaCed, . the tempeft 
was over, having made room to a beautiful night. . 
The moon peeped through the difperfirig clouds, 
an aromatic fragrancy embalmed the. air, and the 
lughtingalcB began, to warble in -the wood, in 
fwcet melancholic melody. "We left the grotto. 

•• Haft thou related thy ftory faithfully, or ini- 
po&d upon me a fecond time ?" 

" How could I hazard a fecond fraud, after 
I have been' punifhed fo dreadfully for the 
firft ?;' 

" Well I will believe thee. But ;ell me, what 
doft thou thiiik of the Unhnoivn.i but bcfmcers, 
and fpeak without refcrve !" 

" My Lord.l I think the Unino^un is a fupcrior 
being I 

■•So, thou haft' perhaps heard more of him 
than we know already ?" 

" I have heard different accounts of him, during 
my pilgrimag,e, but I cannot be bound fi^r the 
truth of what I have been told." 

" Well I let us know what thou haft heard." 
*< My endeavours to know fomething fatisfac- 
tory 01 him proved abortive for a long time. 
The greater part ofthofe whom I addre^ed with 
that view, pretended never to have heard any thing 
of fuch a man, but fomc Teemed to be ftanled at 
mj <]ueftion, and unwilling to reply to it. At 
length 
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length I WM adviM to remir to a certain hermit"' 
who is lookied opon as -i hint by tKt muhitodfc, 
»m1 W pat ttij qucftron to him. I went altiA found - 
him Rtting on the top of a hilt'beTorchis ceil. His ■ 
head ^as ttclinine on his hand, aAi] he ftemed 
immtrfed in pttjfonfid meditation. THe noife - 
#hi^ 1 Iniit tn ftcppihg nearer, rottred hirtt froih 
hi» reverie ; . I never faw a countenance Swhlch • 
commands fe mucTi refp^fl it fit^ fight as his. 
Altboughheipptattd to hare iiVcd abof e ft ccn- 
tutf, ycthiscycs were fparkling.vith ^nuncom- 
rtion.lunrei and ertry mien, andevery \ook of hiv 
befpoke a ccttain- innate dignity whicn cannot be 
deCoribtd. I mu|l confds I ftood befotc him likk - 
a culprit. He enquiitd what t wanted. I in- 
formed him of my defire. For fome tinte he 
gazed at me with penetrating lodlcs) ind then '. 
derircd me to follow him, leading me into a dark 
"and nanow. apartment, fpatingly lighted by the 
glimmering oF a bluilh flame, \t^ich was burning ■ 
in a glafs. He remtned flowly a curtain from a < 
large mirror, which wai fufp^ndcd clofc to the - 
lamp, and otrdeied me to ftcp nfcarer, while he - 
moved a few ftcps bacli. . Then he alked mc - 
what I did fee mthe mirror^ I Taw my own 
form." "This is an excellent Icffon," the her- - 
tait faid, ."Learn to know ihyfelf, befbtt thou 
defiieft to. know other pCopIe." ' *' 1 imagined 
he wanted to decline fatisfying my curiofity, . 
and faid : " Reverend father I concerning the 
knowledge of myfclf , t am well ftWai'e that I am a • 
poor guilty fmncr." " Loot again into the mir- 
ror I '° he tefumed, " I looked, and darted back 
with terror." " What doll thou fee ?" the heb* 
mit alkcd. " I behold the very perfon whom I 
want to know." No fooner had t pronounced 
thcic words, than the cuttaiii coreit d the mirror 
aeain. 
* "Thou^ 
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*<Thou had pronounced thy own judgment," 
the hermit refumed, after a long paufc «f filencet 
** thou dolt not ilcfcive to know the nun wham 
thou' haft Teen juft now." " Keverend father," 
I replied., "although I do not deferve to know 
the whole myftcry, yet I hope you will not re- 
fufe me a few rays of knowledge !" He refie^ed 
awhile, and then led me into an inucr apartment 
which was more roomy, and better lighted than 
the former. " Art thou any ways connc^eJ 
with the unknown ?" he began after we were 
feated. *< I am connefted with him in a very 
difadvantageous manner," J faid, relating to him 
thcwholeofmy adrcmurcs. *' Take care not to 
offend him," he refumed with a ferious look, 
•• for lus icfcutmejil i» tUeadfuI. Only ihe moil 
expeditious and minute execution of his com- 
mands can reconcile thee to him. I know him. 
He u-anders from place to place, to reward or to 
punifli, according to the dcfcrts of men. Ui« 
anions, howcveri arc generally veiled in mylte- 
lions fecrefy, and he is ^rcity fcen { yet be Mver 
mifii:! his man, and thou -might'^ fooncr cfcape 
the kecn-ftghced looks of the holy li>quiriHon than, 
bis. He rewards and pujiiflies witbent paying 
- regard to perfbns.; he values the king and the. 
be^ar only after his intrinfic worth. !>Uver and 
gold be does not want. He is iacorrupiiblc lUu; 
death, and inexorable like fate Neither menaces 
nor teats can move him. He purities his coiirfe- 
without regarding the opinions arul judgrarafs of 
K)CB, wiihoot paying attctKion Ito their cur(t« 
or bencdiflions. His ceurfe is the courfe of un-~ 
TekiKlng iate, dark and intpcneu^ble. The 
flearurcsof men have no charms ioi him, Hii 
iifaa) tiaie is coel e<}uanimity; no ptilTion ru'ffiea. 
fhc IcreiHty of bis. mind. He cannot be deceived 
bjr external appeuanCei^ uor. is the moK confnm- 
matc. 
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mate knave capable lo ftand his looks. It Is fport 
to him to know the thouE;hts of individuals; the 
mod fecret affiilrs and relations of all ftalea and 
nations arc known to him. What has happened 
fome thoufand years ago, events which are loft, 
in the darknefs of anticnt times, he can relate', 
wiih as much accuracy as if he had been an eye 
wituefs. Should you defirc to know the moft im- 
portant events which happen this moment in alP 
parts of tiie world, alk him, and he will' relate 
them Co you ^s faithfully as if they were carrying 
on ill his prefence. He penetrates the dark veil' 
of futurity, and never has a prcdiflion of his 
proved erroneous. In the midft of human fociety 
he lives retired and friendlefs like a citizen of ano- 
_ther world. His fole, moff inlimattcOHftdantis- 
nature, the knowledge of whofe hidden myfteries' 
enables him to produce efieflt which fill every bo- 
dy with ftftoniihment. It is not lefs certain, that 
he is- poflefTed of the art to transform the ignobler: 
metals into gold, and that he ii gifted with the 
power of rendering himfetf invifible. I myfelf 
have been pre fen t when-> furroundad by a lar)!e' 
multitude who fixed their eyes upon him, he dif'- 
appeared fuddenly, and a great while after appear- 
ed again in the midft of the -aftoniflied circle. I- 
bave feon him walk over rapid currents as if on the 
firm ground. He pofline's a fupernatural ftrength 
as well of body as of mind} nothing can fetter 
his handt-hfr conquers every obftacle- witK gianr 
ftrength. Yet he makes but rarely uPt of his bo- 
dily (tie ngi It. [ have witncfiiiid myfelf that he is- 
proof -a^^ainft gun and fword. Nay, fome people- 
maintain that he poflellet-the fecret of rendering 
lumfelf immortaL. He very- feldom leaves ther- 
profound concealment which hides him from the 
fight of man. He prefers to appear in woods and' 
Tiriiied places, at thctiinc of the equiaox; or- whepi 
tempefltft> 
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tcmpefts rage in the air. He ia fjid to convcrfe 
frequently with fuperior beings ; has faved many x 
dying man from the jaws of d.eath, and recalled to 
hfc the fojourners of the grave." Here the her- 
mit {lopped. *' Dad thou wifh to know any thing 
farther ?" he at length enquired. I begged him 
to fatisfy my ardent defirc, but in vain. •' Thou 
haft requeiied only a ray of light," he replied, 
•■ thy tequeft has been granted — " farewell I thou 
knoweft now in whofc power thou art." 

" And you could not perfuade the hermit to 
pve you a more particular account of the Un- 
knanutt ?" 

•' All my prayers were fruitlefs," Palciki re- 
plied, " but about three miles from hence f bav* 
heard more of the Uiiiaovin, and among others a 
dreadful ftory." So faying, Palciki ftartcd fuddcn- 
ly. " Holy virgin I what is this ?" he exclaimed 
at length, fixing his eyes to one fpot, " have I 
not executed my commiQion i" have I not recant- 
ed as you have commanded me to do ?" " What 
is the matter," the Count and I exclaimed, feiz- 
ing Palefki by the arm 
. ** Don't vou fee it ?"• 

'• What ? where V w« exclaimed with one 

** Yonder!" he replied, without removing hi> 
eyes from the fpot to which he pointed with his 
band. 

I could fee nothing, hut the Count pretended 
to obferve 'a human figure walking between a . 
clufter of trees at a dillancc. 

« Proteft me I O protca roe I" Palefki ex- 
claimed with a trembling voice and a fearful eoun<>- 
tcnance, "Don't yon fce how he lifts up his arm 
in a menacing manner — God ! he comes nearer — 
n«w he beckons —he bids me to retire ! O have 
mercy ! I am coming !" So faying he tore himfelf 
from. 



156 THE VICTIM OF 

from us, fled towards the forcfti and wai foon oat' 
of fishr. 

" Is (he fellow mad ; or bare ]rou alfo feen tbe 
Uninov/n ?" 

The Count inlidcd he had fecn fome perfoti, 
but the darknefs and the dillance had not allowed 
bim to difcern whether be bad fecn the IrUhqiaa 
or not. 

Vt'e hadencd to the fpot, but no vdlige of a- 
human being could be traced out all around. We 
teturned, and purfued our Way to the dry. On 
the Toad ue fpokc a great deal on PalelLi's appear^ 
ancc, and his account of the Uninown^ but could 
pot determine what we fliould think of it. We 
were oblii;ed to wait pattentlj' till time fhould dif- 
perfe the clouds of myftcry. 

Two days after this incident the Count Kceived 
a letter from Amelia, In nhieh Aic informed bim 
that her health was tiiiircly tcfloiod. At the fune- 
linie fhe acquainted him, that certain wc^tf re»^ 
fpnsi which llie could not oooimuiucate at prafent, 
obliged her to leibave ftom-hor- calUe in the- ft^ 
rell, and to repair to another country i but flie 
could not yet inform him of the futttie place of 
her abode, 

" A ftrange whim of my fiftcr-in-law," the 
Count faid, giving me tite letter. I read it, 6gh- 
ed« and could not conceal my cotincniatian. He . 
obferved me carefully. "Sighs!" he whilpatd ■ 
to himielf, •* tears!"' I vas in t viotont Cmotton. 
*' Count," txclmmed I, "^e-flies I fhe fltet I 
alaSf my doom is fixed < I hove loft her for era ! ** 
•* Doyos catllier retwrrala flight i and," tdficd 
he, with marks of aftoRfOiMient, " what can yo* ■ 
iofe, if Amelia flics?" I had aheadf hetrsyed.. 
myfelf too mtKb, and cwrfsjuently it would have - 
been ridiculous if I bad been reicrved. 1 told bifn 
cyerythiniB. ''•TJitP.youlWC Amelia?"' he e*- 
ckimed . 
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(clwHcd with marks of aEtonilhmcnt, *' vhy ditl 
■yon not tell mc fooner of it ?" " Alas !" I cx- 
daimetf, *< fliould^it really be too late i" " I don't 
^ay that)" he replied, *> howey«r one could have-- 
prevented l^cr departure. Is (he informed of your 
paffion ?" ** She cannot be ignorant of it." " If 
that is the cafe, how can you think chat you are 
the caufi: of her flight, m you call it ? — •• Becaule 
Cn wants to get out of thcVeach of a man whom 
flic believes to be the fon of her hufband'S' miir- 
derct." The Count fcemed to be of my opinion, 
and replied, •• If that (hould be the cafe, we muft 
endeavour to convince her of her error." " But 
how wilt that be poffible, as we are ignorant of 
the place of her abode ?" " That we (hall know 
*£ry foon,"" was his anfwcr, " fbe has always ho- 
noured me with her particular confidence, and I . 
am firmly convinced that Ihe U^U foon difclofe to 
mc her ptefcnt fecret," 

Sometime flnce, I had tried every means of, 
baniihing the image of the beautiful Countcl»'' 
from my memory ; and had Aruggled hard to con- 
<iuer a palGon which I never cxpefled to fatisfy. 
My new adventures, my conne£tions, amufements, 
and particularly the lols of my tutor, had indeed 
prevented mc from reflefling on Amelia fo fre- 
quently as I was ufed to doj time and feparati- 
on too had contributed their fharc to foftcn the 
titlt ardor of nty palEon, and thus 1 perfuaJed 
myfelf to extirpate entirely the few remains of 
love, and to fubdue a fooliOi pafhon. Howevtr 
AmeHa'a laft letter, and the Caunt'«. behaviour, 
who not only feemed to approve my love, but, at 
the fame time, appeared to intcrell hlmfelf for my 
fuccefs, had opened my eyes at once, and I faw 
that I had deceived myfelf', the flame which had 
lain dormant under the deluding embers was IliU ' 
alive, and blown up again with additional vehe- 
nicnce' 
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mcnce. The Inflicnan's caution never to facrilice 
again at the (hrine of love was forgotten, and I 
knew no concerp of greater importance than my 
love, 

I reminded the Count, that he ftill owed me the 
continuation of Amelia's hiHory. He alkcd me* 
where he had left off in his narration ? " You 
llopped on the road which your ' brother took to 
Amelia's mother in order to demand her in mar- 
riage." 

",Theypurfued their journey (he Ijegan) with- 
out meeting with any obitruftion, and 6nifhed it 
with vowing art eternal muruni fidelity. The mo- 
ther had been informed,' by the aunt and her fon, 
that her daughter was carried off, and that my 
brother was gone in fearch of her. She appeared 
^ therefore agreeably furprifed, when he reftored her 
loft child to her arms. She feemcd to be ftruck 
with honor, when Amelia painted the danger 
which had threatened her at the phuich-yard, and 
thanked my brother again and again for his timely 
interpofition. The obliging manner with which 
Amelia's mother received my brother whenever he 
Vilited her, left him no doubt that his moft ardent 
wiflies would meet no oppofition,' and he had 
agreed with Amelia to break the matter to her 
mother the following morning. My brother ap- 
peared, but on his entrance in the apartment of 
Amelia's mother, obferved that the eyes of the 
former were red with weeping, and was welcom- 
ed by the latter with great coldrefs and oTcrftrain- 
ed civility. His heart prefaged no good, however 
he aitenipied to make known his wilhes. The 
mother pretended to think herfelf much honoured ' 
by his propofals, but lamented at the fame time 
that Ihe was not able to accept his advantageous 
offers, becaufc her daughter was to be married to 
a man who had claims of an older datCt and it 
vaa 
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^was now too Ia!c to retrat^ her promifc. My bro- 
ther was thundcrfti'uck, and (tared fpecchlefs at 
the mother and Amelia. The latter coutd reltrain 
her feelings no longer, «nd fhed a torrent of tears. 
The mother commanded her lo leave the apart- 
ment. Amelia threw hetfcif at the feet ot her 
cruel parent, and my brother joined her in her 
endcavourstofoften her Callous heart, but in vain I 
The mother was inexorable, and Amelia was ob- 
liged to leave the apartment, bidding my brother a 
doleful farewell, and tearing herfelf from his amis, 
which had encircled her waift. The unfortunate 
lover tried every art to move the heart of that cru- 
el parent, but all his prayers and fupplications 
were fruillefs. At length he was in defpair, and 
hurried on by youthful rafhnefs, broke through 
every law of moderaiion, charging the mother 
with want of maternal tendernefs, complaining at 
the conllralnt Ihe was laying on Amelia, and me- 
nacing CO have recouil'e to the interpoGtion of the 
legillatur^. The mother grew furious, and order- 
ed him to leave her houfe inilantly, and they 
parted with mutual exafperation. 

«' When my brother recovered the power of re- 
flefling, he became dreadfully fenlible, how much 
he had injured hiscaule by his incon&dcrate ralh- 
ncfs, and apprelienilcd that every attempt of re- 
conciliation would be ufeiefi. The event confirm- 
ed the juftnefs of his fears. He wrote a letter to 
Amelia's mother, entreating her in the moft fub- 
miflive terms, to forgive him his impeiuofity, but 
received no anfwer; he repeated the fame attempt 
' a few days after* but wit:i no. better fucccfs, and 
was feized with defpair. 

" His dillrefs was encreaftd by his being debar- 
red entirely from ihe fight of AmtJia, wiihout 
whofc cunfent he would noi take violent meafures. 
He was conftantly hovering around liet lipufei 
how- 
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howCTCT, his endcaTOun to fee or to fpcak t» 
-Amelia- proved fru'itlefs. ' He attempted in vain to 
bribe the icnrantf by moncT and promifei ; all of 
them were- entirety demoted to the relentlefs mo^ 
(her, and rqeAcd his offers obftinately. lii order 
to leave no means untried he wrote to Ainelia's 
avnt, deCcribed the whole (ttuation of the matter, 
and hi» dcfpair, conjuring her to interpofe iti his 
behalf. 

*• The good lady who had been thrown on tbe 
bed of fickncfs, by tbe (hock which Ihe had re- 
ceived by the carrying off of Amelia, executed his 
rcqucft inftantly. Her letter was a maftcf- 
piece of eloqnence, but the heart of the cxafpe- 
ratcd mother reliiled every effort of pcrfuafion. 
" And Amelia ? what did Amelia ?" 
•• Her Otuation was a hundred times more dread- 
ful than that of my brotlicr. The fuddcn repara- 
tion from her lover, at a time when they fancied 
■themfelTCs at the fummit of felicity, the terrible 
certainty of never furmoitnting the obllacles op- 
posing the confummation of their mutual wilhcs, 
the gloomy profpefl which futurity offered to their 
eyes* and agonizing grief on account of my bro- 
ther'a forlorn lituation : every — every thing con- 
fpired to wound her heart, and yet the durll not 
attempt to cafe her afflifled mind by tears, hcrmo- 
ther never lofing fight of her ; even that poor con- 
folation was relufed her by her cruel parent. " He 
defcrves contempt, but not tears," the barbarous 
\t Oman exclaimed, *' for liaving dared to offend 
roe!" Amelia neither wept nor complained ; how- 
ever, the furious agony of her mind which (he 
durfl not rent, preyed on tier- vitals, and reduced 
her to the brink of the grave. Meanwhile, my 
brother tried every means to repair wfcat he ha*! 
t^led, and went to Amelia's guardian to implore 
his juterceffion ; but this lall expedient too was 
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Mtempted without fuGCcfs ; the ginrcKin was in- 
formed of the whole aff»ir mnd-cntiirely devoted t» 
the mother. Mjr brother made ufe of ererjr thing 
that can icduce men, and ovcrdirov the firmeft 
refolution, but he UiicA in all hit attempts, an^ 
tuttbing could chznge the miod of that inexorable 
man. Mf brother left Mra hopele&and defpend- 

'" He had now attempted ererjr means, one ex- 
ceptedj whidi was to have Tecoupfe to the affif- 
Unce of the law, , A defpcntc -ftcp ! and yet no 
other choice was 'left him. He could cafily fore- 
fee that this w^y would be not onlji the longcft, 
4)ut alfo the moftdangeroHS, as the atetber cortaia- 
If would do ev^ thing in her power to1}rit>e the 
judges, many (h whom vrere unFortunately her 
friend*, or related to her, a circumftaace which, 
gare him yery little hope of fuocefs 5 liowevcr, 
iiem neceffity bade him cry this laft expedient as 
the only one which w«s left him, and my brodier 
wasjuft going to attempt it, when thefaceof af- 
fairs fuddenjy changed, 

" Charles, Amelia's brother, was meanwhile 
fccrctly returned to Paris, m order to aflift his mo- 
ther in executing an infernal plot which tended Co 
ruin Amelia's happiaefs for ever. He hated his 
filter becaufe (he was hated by her mother, whofe 
darling be was, and the deceafe of his father^ 
vhok laft will was more favourable to his Cftcr 
than to hiHi, had made him her moll violent per- 
fecutor. He knew too well that Amelia never 
Would be happy without my brother ; a liifficienc 
re^fon for him to oppofe their union with all his 
power ! The firft treachery which he had com- 
mitted, waS'his having betrayed the fecret of their, 
mutual pa4^on to his aunt, the fecond, his having 
iBtroduced the Greek in her houfc, andlaftof all 
— you fcarcely will believe tliat it was he who had 

Vol. I. H propofcd 
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propoCed fiift to carry off his Gflcrl Now he was 
come to complete his villainous work. His arrival 
having been carefully concealed from my brother, 
he could fafely put in motion the fecret fprings of 
liis machinery, without being fufpe^led, and exe- 
cute his diabolical treachery, while my brother ap- 
prehended nothing of that nature. 
'" One morning the latter went to hear mafs at 
the church of the Dominicans. His wandering 
looks obfefred, accidentally a young Udy, fitting 
in a pew not far dillaiit from him. She viewed 
htm attentively, but call down her eyes, wiiencr- 
vcr bis looks met hers. He. was ftru<^ withgu- 
prife, and viewed the lovely figure attentively, 
but could not recollect ever to have feen he^. No 
fooncrhad he turned his looks from her, when he 
perceived by a fide glance, thi^t her eyes were again 
direfledtohim, and turning to the prjiycr-boo)E 
when he feemed to obf<^rve it. iCuriofity prompted 
.him to make his trial rcjieatedly, and the effe£l 
proved always the fame. :Mafs was oyer, and 
every one retired ; the young lady flayed, and mjr 
ibrother did, the fame. She was young and bcau- 
,ti(ul Ijke an angel ; his looks relied wjth Glcnt 
^pleafu^e.Qn her lovely form. At length ihe arofe, 
looking .qnce piore at my brother, and left the 
chuKh. Hi^ curiolity was raifed to the highed 
degree, and he followed her clofely ; but hov 
great was his allonifhment, when fhe Hopped at 
the church-dooT, apparently waiting for him. 
Coming up with her, ihe laid with ctimfoning 
cheeks, and an amiable confufion, '< I do notknow, 
whether I am not millaken ; however, accord- 
ing to the defcription which a certain Amelia has 
given me of you, I fcarccly think 1 am."—" How!" 
my brother ciclaimed, " you know Amelia i" 
*' I am conneAed more intimately with her," flic 
replied, « I am her friend. But will you £»'our 
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Bie with your name i'' He complied with faer re* 
• c|ue(t. " Then you are the rery perTon to whom 
1 have been dire^ed by my friend." " By Ame- 
lia .'" my brother exclximed with altonilhment. 
" Dear fir, don't fpeak Co loud ; for heaven's falce 
be lileoti left we be overheard. Follow me lo my 
houfe, and you (hall know every thing." My bro- 
dier was in a trance of rapture, and obeyed the 
charming unknown, as i£ an angel had fpoken to 
lum. 

■' They converfed qn indifferent matters on the 
road, and being arrived at the door of the boufe, 
the lady faid, ** You need not be refcrvcd in the 
pTtfence of my mother ; flie knows your whole 
hittory, and takes a warm intercft in Amelia's 
concerns." They entered the parlour and were 
received by a refpeftable matron, who begged iny 
brother to be fcated, when Lucy (this was tM 
young lady's name) told herwho my brother was, 
alking her daughter whether Ihc had eiecuted the 
commiffionof Amelia. She replied, Ihewasjull 
going to do it. My brother was all attention. 
** I have obferved fome time fince," Lucy began, 
'* that Amelia appeared gloomy and rcfei'ved, and 
conjured her Tsveral times to tell me the reafon of 
it, without fucceeding in my anxious endeavours 
to difcover the fource of her grief. Yefterday I 
was at length lb - fortunate as to fee her for a few 
minutes in private, her mother being abfent, and 
was informed of her melancholy hiflory. She 
painted her misfortunes with colours fo lively, that 
Iwasmoved to tears. Percpiving theemotionof 
my heart, (he (trained me to her bofom, groaning 
with deep affli£lion : '• O, my dear Lucy, endea- 
vour to fee the unhappy man, and fpeak comfort 
to his afflicted mind ; conjure him not todefpair. 
Tell him that my mother perftfts immutably in her 
Tcfolution » and that no other means of accom- 
H 2 pUfbin^ 
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pltfhtng the mutual fifties of onr hcarware Irft, 
Txcept a fudden Bight j tcH Ijim" — Here Amctta 
"WW interrupted by the entrance of her motberj 
■who Jeft nsTio more — and prevented her ftom ex- 
-phining her wilhcs more at large. 

" This is quite fuflicient 1" my brother cxclaiin- 
ed, " Bid ftw not faythat no ouier expedient was 
left but flight ? This is all that 1 vanted to know! 
We wiU ace, -and conceal ourfelvesinfome remote 
corner of the globe- O ! it was an excellent idc^, 
Nothing can be executed more eafily. Heavca be 
■praifcd ; we yet may be happyf* 

" The old lady ftook her head. My hroriier 
tanghedat hei doubts; joy and love having ren- 
,dered him like a drunken man, who fees noilan- 
gerS) where a fober perfon fhuddcrs with terror. 
However, the pW lady who.feared rhis intoxication 
might prove fatal to liis affairs, did not fuffcrhim 
,*o leave 'her hcufe before he had ptomtfed to do 
npching without having confulied with her. 
■ ," '£l)cfirft C3re of my brother after he ha4 left 
her was to enquire who Iris unknown friends were* 
and. wafiinfQrmed that the old lady was the widow 
of a. French. officer, wlio h?d died two years ago, 
anil, iefthis wjfe and daughter a fuffictency to live 
cafyapd comfortable. Mj brother was fatis£cd 
with that account. 

** CiTmtjTg the ne^t day, at the appointed hour, 
to-Lucy'sh9ufe, he was informed that Amelia wu 
il), and had been watched fo clofely fay her mo- 
ther, that it had been impcrflible to fpeali to her in 
prhrate. ifUcy told him the fame the day follow- 
-ing, endeavoured however to perfuadc him that 
Amelia's indifpoCtion was of no dangerous na- 

** On his third vifit at Lucy's houfcj (he IftttCT 

met him at the door with the Joyful intelligence 

that 
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ttiat AmcKa was better—" But" — added ftfr,. 
puifing a. moment^ while my bcotbu looked at ti4r 
with anxietjr^" I am going to tcU yoa. greu, 
vaf great iiewi." ** Aad what docs that iatelli- 
geoce imply ?" " That vou are to be married 10 
me !" My brother waa ftnick with amazement j, 
yet he recovered fobn from his ajlonifhmcnr, think- 
ing Lucy was jeftitig. *' Vou believe I am jok- 
ing !" Lucy refumcd with a ferious countenance, 
<* but I afliire you> you are miltaken ; I am your 
bride as true as 1 am alive, and what witi raife 
your xdonilhmcnt ftUl higher, jou will ruin your- 
fclf and Amelia, if you refufe to do homage to my 
cliarms." My brother did not know what to think 
of the matter, and was utterly confounded. At 
length Lucy took a papfi from her pocket book 
and gave it him ) he fcarcely could believe hig 
^es, when he faw the dkefUon was from Ame- 
lia's hand. " From Amelia?" he exclaimed with,' 
fparkling looks — "yes, yes! I know her hand !" 
But, alas ! it was no more thaa one line j Da wSaf- 
vuer Luc'f. JhaU d^re. " Is this fuffioient for my 
legitimation f " the young lady enquired.- " "But 
what relation have your credentials to jour infqr- 
t^aiion that you ate, and mult be my bride V my. 
broihci a(kied with evident marks of curiofity anil 
furprife. *' That raytlery myi.mana will unfoli^ 
to you !" wiB her answer. 

'« 1 confuUed yeftcrday," tlie Rfatrqn bagw, - 
•» how Amelia's elopement — for I too can Icfi^st^' 
other cipcdicnt but flight — could he eScfted ttl,^e 
eafieft nuoiur. On mature; dQUberltton, wcf 
found that the exocutioa of tlut deJijm whicJi ap- 
peared fo very eafy to you ia the Erft aeat of gaf- 
wa, is funounded bj^ aUnoft infurmouMable ob- 
^aclct. Or do you think it a trifle to deceive cbc 
^fatcbiulnefs of her motbefi- who guards Amelia 
H 3 iii^ • 

- ■•'' .1 :„i- I ,x;(K>tjk 
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night and day, and the oflicioufncfs of thcfenrantf 
who are watching all her fl«ps ? and- to carrr fact 
off by violent means, you know, would be too 
dangerous. I and my daughter have racked our > 
brains in vain, a long time, in order to dcvife 
ibme feafible plan for effecting her cfeape, but no- 
(boner had we found out one, than we were ob- 
liged to give it up again. Suddenly a thought 
AaOied through my head ; Oioutd tt not be pofuble' 
to lull themother's watchfutnefaaffeepitf wecauld 
perfuade her that you had feen Lucy byaccidentr 
and fallen in love wirh her, and defpairing of c*cr 
being united to Amelia, had deGred herinntari- 
riagc I I communicated (his idea to my daughter, 
whiif at firit, would not confent to a^ that part [ 
however, her fiiendlhip for Amelia conquered ac 
length the objeftions of her' delicacy, and fhe- 
yielded to my re<]uelt> It was necelTasj to com- 
municate the new plan to Amelia> and to bear her 
opinion. Lucy was fo fortunate as Co fee her for 
a moment in private ; the found the plan excel- 
lent, and confenlcd without heGtatioii. Nov 
every thing depends upon your opinion, and we 
are defirous to know what you think of it. My 
brother was furprifed and afieAed by the unex- 
feAed kindnefs of his new friend, and Hammer- 
ed his thanks — but Lucy exclaimed i— Spare your 
thanks and rather tell us yQur opinion J * 
' " Hai not Amelia approved of it ? I have no 
•ihcr will but hers I" 

"The plan was now carried into execution. 
lAy brother could fcarcely await the following day, 
fo ardent was his deGre to know the effeAs of Lu- 
cy's artifice- He came to her boufc before the 
appointed hour, and hii kind friend met him with 
the following account. " Amelia's mother waa 
eafier perfuaded of my conqucll than I expeAed. 
\t firlt Ihe fancied, indeed^ that 1 wag jelling. 
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6ut wheti I pcrfiftcd firmljr in my itflertion, and 
rendered our romance as probable as poflible, (he 
began 10 give credit to what I had faid- -thus 
mortaU are ever icady to believe what they wi(h. 
I am however forry that (inccricy obliges me to 
damp the pleafure which this information mult 
afford yotif by the indifferent account I can give 
you of Amelia's health. She has had a telapfe 
of her fever, and although the phyfician affirms 
that it will have no dangerous confequences, yet 
it will retard for fome time the execution of our 
defign." 

■' My brother was inconfolable. Lucy did 
every thing in her power to cheer him up, but fuc- 
eeed|rd only in part. The following mornitig (he 
furprifed hin> with an intelligence which produc- 
ed a better effcft. You (hall fee Amelia to-mor- 
row I" Ihe faid, " the means by which this is to 
be done, will indeed appear to you rather extra- 
ordinary ) however, it fuics our pUil admirably* 
. The mother begins to ciitetiain fome doubts mth 
regard to the account I have giren Ker yelterdaf 
of 3L fudden changeofytfur inclination. I mulk 
endeavour to refute them through fa£lSi and with 
that view have told her.'^'ltfut to-morrow after 
mafs, (he would fee us walking um in arm by her 
windov. She promifed to be at the window 
at the appointed hour, and on that occaQon you 
will fee Amelia too." 

<* The latter circumllanee difpelled every ap- 
prchenGon which was lurking in the htart of my 
brother, and he awaited the futlMving morning 
with impatience. He met Lucy at church, in 
order to take a walk with her as it had been 
agreed. — 1 — Within a fmall diltance from Amelia's 
houfc, Lucy faid, "You will find youj charmer 
a little pate, bccaufe the fever has weakened her 
very much, but for Cod's fak« t don't forget 
H4 'whr 
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w^t p»t yeu »e vQmjg,- bridle jam loofci and 
afltime s^c^ecrfn) countenMice." Thej avriTed- 
at the hoursi soii Amelia va& Handing at the 
window. My brotbeT fancied tie fav her- glu>fl> 
and was nvetted to the ground vhh allani{hment> 
Her clwckt were pade, her whok frame wa« cmar- 
Giated i flie (tared at him with hollow eyes and 
(iiiappcarcd fuddenly. " Are jou a man ?'* Lucy 
whifipered in his ear and dragged him onwarik 
hij brethot followed mechanical! y. without tak- 
ing notice c^ Amelia's mother, and looking con- 
Itantly at the window where he had fecn the idol 
of his heart. They had pafled thehoufe a confi- 
derable time before the reproaches of X.tu:y roufed 
niy broihe* from hi» reverie. He warned fo go 
hM-k, and only the nwft lively remanflrancet were 
Mt TO diffaade lum from doing it. 

" You have pulled dcwn at once^" Lucy faid 
vh«» (he faw him. the fucceeding day» *' a llniC' 
tuiv, Jie bmlding of which haa cod Amelia and 
!»][ morkev lo much trouble, and which was con- 
iUu^d with fo UHch Ikill and pains i sure thefe 
lW thlnka which yon tetHcn for our endeavours 
I* rekdcr you happy i" Sbaae feakd my brother'a 
lipl* <* Or do. you pcHiaps thinli to execute your 
j^B without afiillwice I if (o» I am tony you- did 
set ifptite ut. fooacr of it." My brother begged 
her p&rdea f, however her anger was not fo eaCy 
to be pacified. "No!" Die faid, ■ ■ your condua 
•£ yeAecd'ly cannot be eScufcd, 1 cautioned you 
repeatedly, and conlci^ciitly you could have bc«i 
pApared. Q% did y»u perhaps think it fiugular 
thftt the lick AmcKa dec» not look fb rofy and 
Mund it the healthy i This ciicuntllancey fo na.- 
f ural and expciied, how oovUl it throw you^ la ea* 
•ifcly off your guard i" Thus Ihe cotU'inuc4 fcsld- 
ir^ for fome time, till the molt fubmiOivc fup. 
"tUcativnof my brother pacified her anger. She 
TOwed 



vswed, hewever, folemitlf neVbr to -meddle igiia 
with hit afhtrs, if he wMld not promife^hcr upon 
his honouF, to obey moK punAdally irt future* 
iif brother feeing na poffibilky of execaiing his 
plan without her afflftance, found hinifetf noccfi- 
tated to comply with her requeft.' 

" Luey told him ths A^y following-, thatf fhe had 
agned with Amelia, td remove froiS her mother 
every fhadow of fi^icion bf one dedfive blovK' 
'•■With this view," (be added,' "t told rhe tt»^ 
tber that you vifited me every evening, and' if Rm 
Would take the pains to evflrlujar ns in » hy« room* 
fh« couM convince hei^If of j^t taatkaitnu 
tctwards me. She relilhed this propofid-fo wsl^ 
tbsK (he fixed to-mbFTOWevening for' t4ie execu- 
tion of her dedgn, . eonfiiquently it will b» in your 
option, (o render to her your lov« fof me'a»-pbtt- 
fibte Qs ouf plan'ret]uiraB.'*' 

*■ My brother repaired to Liicy's apaWment' at ' 
the appointed hour. ' ' He was flicwn into a- fpi- 
cious room,' faintty lighted by a gleam of a flngte 
caadle, and communicating in the back part wiik 
a elofet,' the door of'which was bolt«a. — Lucy 
met htm at the entraBceand appri(^d him byTigiw 
that Amelia'i mother was in the elofet. - Hc'began 
inttantly a eonverfation which foon led to the ap- ' 
pointed mark^ Hii confidantttlTilled'him 'afl ^ 
as female delicacy would'allew, and the'conrSP- 
fation becamo rory foon" anintaled and tetidfli^. 
"0\ Lucy,* he exclaimed at length, wkh th« 
-warmth of an tn^ired lover, ^ you have kindled 
aflame in my bofom which devours me. Do not 
longsr keep in painful fufpence a heart that adoret 
you, a heart wtiofe every wifll coneentrates in-the 
poflcSon of your hand, and whofe violent tur- 
bulenee can hrook no longer the delay of »hap- 
pincfs which will imparadife its owner. Allow 
mo to apply to-morrow for yotir raother^s confest 
Us w 



i^o THE VICTIM or 

to OBr un'on." " Entfannafl: 1" Lucy replied^ 
•' and if I fliould allow it, and if you fliould take 
pt^cflloD of thii hand, [here mj brott^cr imprint- 

■ cd nuntberlefg kiSet upon her hand) how long 
wtilyour trance lall ? who wilt enfuTC me your 
faith which you have pledged already to Amelia?" 
•• Don't talk thu«, deareft Lucy !" he exclaimed, 
" you pierce my heart ! I c<»tFcfs that Amelia, 
jirhom you mentioned, was ond lime not indifier<- 
ent to me, her-charms had blinded my eyes, but 
never fettered my heart. I have nevei loved her. 
Tou, Lucy, have firll rendered me fenfible of the 
omnipotent power of love. And, belides, what 
,wil) Attielia care for a fidelity which is of no ufc 
to her and m^ fclf ^ Can I contend againft fate, 
which renders -our union impoflible ?" 

" Merciful God !" a perfon ciclaimed ya the 
clofet, and at the fame time a violei>t fall was 
heard. My brother giew as pale as afiies, Aarted 
up and exclaimed in a trembling accent, " this is 
Amelia's voice I'' rufhing at the fame time towards 
the door of the clofet, with > defign to force it 

, open. Lucy kept him back. « Have you forgot 
your promiie ? will you fpoil every thing once 
more :' This produced tHe defired cfe^. Lucy 
hurried him in an adjoining Toom »id bolted the 
door from without. Some time after, flae leturnx 
.ed with the intelligence that Amelia had been lif- 
tening wilb bcr mother in the clofet and fuddenly 
fainted away. '• Amelia !" exclaimed my bro- 
ther, " you did not tell me a word of it I" "Ho^ 
I d'd not," fhc replied, " for two rcaibnf j firft of 
^U, Amelia accompanied her mother without my 
■knowledge, and it wai impo0ible to fend her away. 
Secondly, I did aot inform you of her being pte- 
fent, becaufc you would have a£led your part in 
-to bungling a manner, that our plan would have 
been luincd entirely." " Is flie Hill in your houfc I" 
*' No s 
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•* No ; (he was carried home inllantly !" " But 
why did (he faint away ?'~ ," How can I know it i 
She is an cnthufiad 1 perhapst her imagination has' 
pUycd her a trick, and (he has taken foV a mo- 
ment that fcene, which was ipcre (i<£liant for rca- 
Vity. Imagination, perhaps, has affcded her 
nerves and produced a fainting fit. At prefent, I 
can, however, only gucJa at the caufe of her 
fwooning, but to-morrow I (hall inform myfelf in 
a maimer more fatisfattoiry." My brother went 
faomS'in a dreadful agony of mind*' 

"Thus far,"- faid the Count j rifing from his 
feat* «Yny relation has been an' extr-ai^ from a ' 
letter of my brother. I However, the excraoidinary 
turn this tale is now going to takej .you (hall ' 
know to-morrow from a letter which my brother 
wrote to me" 

The next day I received the letter, and inclofed ■ 
in it an almoft illegible note, by tlie fame hand. 
I iliall fubjoin copies of both. 

■ She is dead! you do not believe it; however, 
(he is really dead^I have feen her in her colHn. [ 
hare paid her a lalV eternal vifit, at midnight. My 
hair brillled up '; .butif 'you kncv what (he haa 
faid. To day flie has been buried. ' I followed her 
-funeral train, more dead' than alive. But now I 
am eafy. Alas I I cannot even weept Her image 
hovers before me wtntheifoever I turn my looks. 
She has loved me dearly ; ' however, (he was doom- 
ed to an early grave, and I cannot conceive how 
it is poUible that 1 am alive yet. Where (hall I 
. be- when thefe lines will be perufcd by you. 



* I cannot recoiled a word of what I wrote you 
in my laitletter. A kind of frenzy had. taken 
poflelTion of me ; but be eafy brother, that dread- 
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fill ftate IS paft, and I an ag»m fleep exfjr. This 
perhaps it the ^onfiEancnce of my obedience to bn 
iiAwlU. 

* You know that Amelia was- cavrieil home af^ 
ter the late accident tiad happened. The mxttby 
Iauj infonncd me that flic had not been kiaeit 
with a fnnting fit, on'MConnt of evr difcouHe^ 
As wefuppcrfcd, but had made a 8lp in getting sp- 
en a chair, in order :d took t{»ovf h a crevice in- 
the doer, andhttrtheTfcIf much by thefall^whnchV. 
as the phyCcian aipprehended, might hare occa(U 
Hied a contufion in the beady and be of very bad 
eonfequeneai. TouwiJIfparc me the d«Ccriptioii> 
ef the limcHtable RtuatTon' in which this n^li— 
gence has thrown your unfortunate brother.. 

' One ereniiig I wa» fitting alone in my- aport^ 
ment, immerfed in nametefs grief, v^n a loudt 
llnocking againft my door rowfed mo from my re* 
vcrie. "Who is there ? I exclaimed, rather angv^,. 
"Ferdinand!" a voice groaned in a dreadfuls 
ftrain} the door was opened, but no one entered. . 
A dreadful foreboding chiHcd my very foiJ j the 
voice which had prenbunced my name was Aine— 
}ia'« voice. I flew to the door with a candle, but< 
no perfon could be fiKtt nor heard.- I- ran down^ 
ftairs, fraiching every comer, but no human be* 
ing cotiH be feund. Now I recoileOed firfl,, thatL 
it would be labour I^ft) if tihould fearch her^ftor 
Amelia, who waa confined t»her bed bj CiAaeUi- 
bat in the fame moment, an idea ruftted upon my. 
foul which thrilled me with horror'. I haHened to^ 
Lucy^s honk i (he met me pale and trembling. 
- " Aias!" groaned ftie, hiding her wan fece, "A- 
mclia is very ill I" She is dead ! I exclaimed, all io. 
a tremor. " Merciful God !" Ihe replied, "thca 
you know it already." My m»Stry was now cou- 
£rmed, end I dropt to the gtoUM iit a fain^g 
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■ Wheikl opened my eyes« I pereetved Lucy 
■ad her mother ftan^ng weeping by my fide. The 
firft wocdmy trembling lifsutteredwu, Amelia I 
TwBs iBformetl thit (hie. had been found dead in 
her bed. To the. queHion, hew I found myHtlf i 
rrcpliedt " llroi^ enough to fee the departcdhap* 
iefs girl!" Ipercetred that both of them were 
Aanled by my Ee[Hy. The mother fpokr fiirft : 
Tou fliall f«e her, but not now ! At prefcnt I 
ftould oppofe it, even if I paid no regard to ye^r 
fituation. Confider die confufifHi in which this 
incident muft have thrown her family ; and how- 
could yoo be fo imprudent to face her nu>thcr un^ 
deryu<:Acircumft)n'cea ?: how can youhope to. be 
admitted ! " 

' However, flic promifed me to br%c the maft, 
and to procure me admiffion when the family 
fhonld be gone to reft. We agreed that the huf- 
band of the nurfe flioold call on me after 
midnight, and conduA me to Amelia's houfc. 
Lucy's moihcT'was as good as bit word. Half an 
hour after twelve o'clock a man appeared under 
my window, giving the fignal which we had agreed 
upon. Having charged a brace of piltols, I put 
them in my pocket, and followed my conductor. 
The ni^t wasas dark a»ny mind; only a few 
-falitary ftari were gleaming through the black 
douds, like the tampi in a church-jrard. Awful 
fliUnefs, not interrupted by the UaA ruflling of the 
wind, had covered the face of earth. In my foul 
too a profound fUUnxEs reigned ; but it refembled 
that dreadful fiknce whidi reigns at night in a 
forrrefc which ia lo be ftormcd the Cubfequent 
norn. fiuch a Hate of mind fuipaOss all def- 
cription. 

*' I arrived^ with my conduf^r, filcntly and 

imobferved at Amelia's lioufe -. he opened the door 

- and led me foftly up flairs. The nurfe^ ^^^9 ^^:^aa 

vJuting 
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waiting for me at the top of the (laif-car;, took ■ 
me by the hand, and conduced me through two 
dark apartments. When the third door was open* 
ed, a ifmcU of corruption affatled my organs; 
thi«< was the room where Amelia lay. 

* Six torches were bumnip around thecofiin ia 
which the wreck of her angelic fornrwcre refting', 
coTcred with a while cloth. ' My tonduflreft made 
a fignal to me to ftep nearer, lemovtng the cloth. ■ 
The light of the corpfe changed my profound apr- - 
thy into a dreadful commotion of mind. - Amelia ' 
was {tretched out in the coffin drefled like a nun>, - 
holding a cruci&x in her hand^i her face was not 
didorted by convulfions, her. lips feemcd to fmile. 
" Amelia 1" I exclaimed, in a mod . rehement 
emotion, and threw myfelf upon her } however 
the nuffe pulled me forcibly back, throwing hc*> 
felf at fny feet, and conjured mc for God's fake, 
not to betray her by my turbulence. I promifed ' 
to be eafy, and walked up and-down the room, . 
wringing. my hands in dreadful agony of body and > 
foul.' 

< Meanwhile the firft violent- temped' whidi < 
"^ raged in my Ibul, abated, making room for the 
tecoUcction of a deligu which will make you ■ 
Ihudder. t Cound myfelf unable to furvive Ame- 
lia, and this notion had begot the horrid refoln- 
tiontodieby her fide. With thai view I had put 
the piftols in my pocket, and fettled my worldly 
affairs. I was now going . to write only a few- 
lines to Amelia's mother^ -and then tO' execute 
■ my black dcfign, becaufe I apprehended I (hoidd 
be prevented from accomplifliing it if I Oiould 
poltpone it any jonger. I defired the uurfe <o 
cover the corpfe again, and to leave me a few 
moments to myfelf, putting « couple of louis 
d'ors in her band, llie goldi and my apparent 
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tranquillity, had the deJirrd effe£t. . As foon ag 
Iwas left alone,. I wns-goihg to execute my di- 
figti. 

'■But, brother, o»er us rules a higher power,- 
whofe fl^kves we are, though we dream that wc arff — 
t^e arbiters of our fate. LiAeo to stale which 
furptlTes all powers of conception, and the recol- 
leflion of which thrills m» to the marrow of m^ 
bones.. 

* I had. akeady pl^d-' the note for Amelia's- 
tnothec on the tabic, wa» preparing to ruih into ' 
eternity, and going to approach tiie dead with a 
pidol in my hand, when fuddenly the coffin be-- • 
gan to (habe, the boards to craclc, and the cloth> 
to move. Lftopped, fetzed with terror. *' Ferdi- 
nand I" it fefounded from the coffin, and at tha 
fame time Amelia voTe. Her cheeks -were ftill 
covered, with. a livid luic,- her cjrcs Ihut, her lips 
blue,, and her hands folded. Amazement and 
horror had .fixed me to the Udor, my blood curdled - 
in my veia^ *' Ferdinand IV the corpfe addrelTed^ 
me in a hollow accent^ <■ Ferdinand, don't bO 
afraid ! My fpirit has got leave to return once 
more to its former abode in order to take leave 
of thee. Our lore was not for this world. Re- 
tire to a cloifter, and there await the hour which 
will foon unite us by indilToluble bonds." leaving 
pronounced thefe words, flie (but- her. lips, and 
dropped down again into the coffin. 

< The nurfe who rulhcd into the room, awa- 
kened me from the llupor in. which thai fcend* 
had thrown me. She looked fearfully around, 
and when her eyes met me, ftaggetcd back, i 
mult hare had the appearance of a dying man. 
(' Jefu I Maria ! what is the matter with you ?" 
(he exclaimed, " I have heard fomcbody talking 
in the room!" "Nothing, nothing I" I replied, 
wiping the cold fwcat from my fiice> " 1 have 
' - - 1 beer 

[.3,1- J .A.(K)^k 
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been talking to myfelf." F«reeiving that flie diif 
net believe^ me, I went zWj, in> order to aveut ' 
all farther queftions. 

* Amelia was buried at fix ' o'clo'clc in the morn- 
: ing. I fo)low«tl the funeral* at fome diftance, 

with toltBTiBg ftep9, and now my tews began 
fktk to Sow. Copious torrents eafed mj heart, - 
which, till theni had lahoinrd under the weight^ 
of filent agony. I followed th^ train to th<i church 
of the Carmelites, iiv whofe vault the remains of 
AAielia were reposed. During the 'funeral cere< 
ntony, I fancied feveral limes thai the whole 
fi:ene was but a detain of a honid dream. But- 
iriicn the men teok-hold of the coKn, In order 
to int it down into the tomb, I a woke at once to 
fenfations which only can be equalled by the 
agonies of death. What I fch in that moment 
of eternal feparation, I fhaH only feci again ' 
wl^n body and font will be parting. — I expanded^ 
my hands meehaiweally, as if going to take hdA 
of the coffin — it difappeared — and I thought f 
flioutd fink into the ground.— 

• Three hours had now elapsed after the burial 
was over, and I was ftill ftanding on ihe fpot 
from which I had witneflcd that affliding fcene. 
It appeared impc^ible to mc to leave a place, 
where all my fadpe and all my happinefs was 
intombed. However, ^ fexton reminded m« 
at length, that it was time to (hut the church, ■ 
and I was- obliged: to leave it- rductantly.' I. 
walked from the church through the porch, and - 
was in the monaftery ero I was aware of it. 
Here Athclia's laft words ruQied fuddenly on my 
memory, and 1 determined en the fpot to enter 
into thc-order of the Carmdites. I >waa recced 
at the opportunity topvt Amelia's requeft in 
cxccuiioH, in a place te which her tomb Mtra£lcd - 
me iircfiilibly. 

, , ..A.oo;<lMy 
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* My aim is now gained; foi fcvcn days after 
AncUa's interment, I have been received into 
the order of the Carmelites, and from their 
monaAery you receive thb letter. I beg you will 
not reproach rac for having taken a Itep whicl^ 
will lead me to peace of mind. Within thefe 
cloillered walls I tuve found a tranquillity which 
itie wotld could not have afforded me. Fare- 
well !" 

" The contents of this letter," faid I, afccr 
I had pcrufed it twice, <• arc as dreadful as they 
are incredible. Tlie iccnc of Amelia in the 
coffin reminds me of a fimilar one, of which Pd- 
Iclki has given me an account." 

■( That account was a forgery, and Pilelki aa 
jmpoltor. I hapt you will not form a limilar 
opinion of my brother and his narrative." 

" God forbid t — however— could not your 
brother have beea deceived by a deluding 
dream ?*' — 

*'* The whole namtive ought to convince you 
of the contrary I" 

" Then the incident ha» really happened ?" 

"Sxa^yaa nty brother ha* related it." 

*'I beg youf- pardou. Count, I have all due 
Ecgard for your word, however— you mu^ gjvc 
ne leave — to pay fome regard to my undctllaud- 
ing too. It is not my fault that I entertain doubt» 
which" — 

" Will di£ippeat wiiea you Ihall have heard 
Ac cotuumation." 

I was impatient to hear the reft, and the Count 
lefumed the thread of his narrative : 

" The contents of this letter aftonifhed me 
BAt lefs than you. The idea of my brother's 
being in a cbilter was iiifupportable to nie. 
'Having Itowcrer, no reafon h expcA that, in 
his fiate o£ mind^ he would liftcn to my argu- 
menti^ 
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mrnts, I deteTmincd to vait (iv? or fix motitfig* 
fljltcHng mjfelf with the hope, that his former 
difgiir' againtt a cloi&ered life would awake again 
and r'-iiier him more inclined to I'lflen to the 
voice of Tcafon and fraternal love. But two 
months previous to the time when I intended to 
pay him a vifit for that purpofe, I was fo fot>- 
tunate to get acquainted witli a man whofe in- 
terference effefted a more happy and more 
unexpe^cd change in tny brother's affairs than- 
my mud fanguine hopes would have divined. 

One evening when I was at the theatre;- aifi' 
jull going to take a nap, I was (uddcnljp rouftd* 
by a noife in the box contiguoue to mine; niiiRh- 
Bitra£led my notice. A man' wrapt- in' » Muc" 
cloak entered the box, fcatiog btmfclf oppofite 
tome. His eyes wandered with an umcommon 
qukknefs through all parts of the theatre — flopped' 
fuddenly, and fecmed fixed on one (d>jcft' which i 
they had fought and found. Soon- after>.- the 
man took a miniature pidurc out of hift' pocket,- 
comparing it with the pcrfoniwhom \»» lo^ had 
examined fo' attentively, and who vnts the Duke 
of Orleans.— However, on "a motion which that 
nobleman made,, my neighbour removed- to the 
back part of the box^ where th^ greater diftancs 
and tb& darknefs rendered him undifccmible to 
everyone except myfclf. Now he pulled ofhis 
cloak,, uncovered^ hi» head, and 1 faw a face 
wiiicb furpiifed me in an allsniflung manncri 

*' li have feen- many hwnan countenances^ 
buf none, like his ; (o mudi fimpltcity and great- 
nefs, fo much myAerioufnefs and opennelsl 
His maj^Aic arched forehead, which ditplaycd a 
thinking mind, his clear and fpark ling eye, -hi« 
^ick di£:eming looks, his aqurtme %><(ii, which 
teemed to fcent from a diftance his friends and 
foes,. his dofed and clofmg li^s — his- round pro- 
tuberant ■ 
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ttibcrant chin— every, every thing befpoke, fitrm 
my fmall phydognomical knowledge, the man 
who was born to rule, and to a£l in fecret and to 
give laws to empires. Yet this defcription i» 
highly impeifeft, is only a rough profile which 
firft derives fingularity and intereft from the relt 
of its features. His brow difpbyed no veltigc oC 
either joy or fadnefs. His eyes fpoke an uncom- 
mon equanimity. His mouch betrayed neither 
love nor hatred. The whole of his countenance 
did not command confidence, and yet, his eafy 
and meditating phyfiognomy-attra£led me forci- 
bly. Now and then a flalh of inward motion Ihot 
forth and repelled me irrefilUbly, His pale hue 
encreafed the llrahge impreOi>jn which his coun- 
tenance produced upon me.— 

"What is that?" 1 eiclaimed, "You arc 
painting the picture of the inlhman (a lively and 
faithfully, that one Ihould think he were Handing 
before you." 

" How ? the Irifbman ?" 
' "No original can lie your copy better than the 
face of that nun." 

■< It would kill me, if your obfervacion (hould 
be confirmed." 

" You will be the bell judge of it, for yo» 
have feen him when you arrelled htm." 

•• True! but this was at night, by the light 
of torches, and in a difguife, which never would 
have made me fufpeft his being the perfon in< 
queltion, although the ftatc of mind in which' 
I then was, would have allowed me to examine 
his countenance more minutely. Inopclled by the 
unfavourable opinion which your tutor enter* 
lained of the Unimwn, and the account of thC' 
magittrate, I have arretted a man to whom-my- 
broiher and Amelia owed their happinefs>" 

*• Count ! lecollcA youtfelfj' . 

- "If 
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" If il is true that the Irilbman and the perfon 
of whom I hare been fpcakitif are one perfba, 
then you behold in me one of t^ moA ungrat^iri 
wretches upon earth." 

« I am aftoniflied ; but I don't comprehend 
yow-" 

*■ Well then, liften to the continuation of my 
narrative : 

" That ftrange nan whom you fancy to have 
been the Irifliman, appeared to pay not the leaft 
regard to the play. He toolt a packet of letters 
out of his pocket, and read one after,, the other. 
Having perufed them and obferving that my looks* 
were conftantly dire€led at him, he »iewed me 
more attentively. I perceived very foon that Ihad 
attrafled hit notice, s»d deftring to know th« vea-- 
fon of it, I endeavouted K enter in convetfatiea 
with him. I aflced him how he liked the play? 
and was aftonifhed to hear a. fhon but extremely 
fenCble criticifm, not only on the play, but alfo 
on every pla.yer. Bat my aflonifhaient rofc to the 
higheft dsgrccc, when he called me by my nanpte^ 
and alked me whether 1 had not heard lately ^ 
ray brother at the monastery of the^ G<tDmeliMs. ■ 
Concluding from this queflion, that be was inti- 
nately acquainted with himf L did mot heCtarte to - 
give Mm a f^thful acuoaM of bis bilto«y. tic 
liftened atteatively. Whes I had finifliedi, his 
looks were fixed to the ground foA fome tiiiie> and 
be feemcd immcrliid iaiprofound nieditan»a. At- 
oiice he took. me by tte-hand and (aid, "-eomc to. 
this place ^ain ilo-moiiowl I will reltore your 
brother to luppinefs.' So faying» he left the box.'* 

"You may ea£lr eonceive' how 1 was furprif— 
ed HI awaited the following day with thegreateft- 
irapatience, uid was at the tbcMK a great whil* 
before the play began. However, my curiofity 
wasou therackf.for.he did not. come before the. 
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pUy waa almoft arcr. " It viU be neceflary/' laid 
lie, *' that ]fou depart for the monaAcry iboner 
than you intended at Srft. You mult be there next 
next week> A3 foooas you arrive* go toihc-Pro- 
viocial ikTid give Mm this fcaled note; He will 
giTc you farther tiiHrufkion." So ^yi^gi he left 
me without giving me time to thanlc htm for his 
kindness, and J faw him so more in fpite of aU 
my endeavours to find him out. 

" Who may that man be ? faid I within myiclf, 
"how came he to knew my name? What may 
have prompted him to intereft himfelf for my bro- 
ther ? And how can he afFute me with ccnaiiity 
that it will be in his power to rcftore him to bap- 
pinefs ? Has he read the bo«^ of fate > or can be 
tccsd the ilead to life } For without Amelia my 
.brother never can be happy. The whole was 9 
profound myAery to me. I departed in the b&- 
ginning of the cnfutng week- Hope and feai;, 
bow this my&ery would be luiftdded, were my 
companions. Aa foon as 1 was arrived, I went 
to the Provincial, and delivered to him the fealcd 
. note- " Then you are the brother of Count Clair- 
-tbI," {aid he, after he bad read the note. U^ving 
Affirmed it, he aflted me whether I had feeji my 
brother i When I denied it, he refumcd : * ' 1 wifli 
you would conceal from him the purport of your 
vifit i time will unfold to you the rcafon I have 
for this reqneft. Go now, embrace and tell him 
that I fliall be glad to fee him iti about half an 
hour." Having made me promifc to take up my 
abode in the monaftery during my (lay, he AU- 
mifled me. I hallcncd to my broiiier ; but graci- 
ous heaven I haw be was altered I He was quite 
emaciated, refiirved, difgufted with every worldly 
pleafure, and deteiminedvnever to leave the cloif- 
te^> My heMtbled, and my confolat^oos weie 
without effcS. When he returned from thi; Pro- 
vincial, 
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vincial, he told me thdt he had been ordered to 
depart the -day following for ihe ctoiilcr Of the 
Urfulines at Annev ille, and to deliver two leners, 
one to tlie Abbefs and another to filler Seraphine 
Albatroffi. <■ It is the Provincial's defire," added 
he, " that 1 (hall make that journey in your and 
fa^cT Eugene's company." - " But why that jour- 
ney ?" I afked. "We dare not alkthat queftion," 
\ras his anfwer. 

"The whole affair wab {lill an impenetrable 
myftery to mc. "Wy went on our journey tlie 
next day, and arrived in the evening at the vil- 
lage, where we beheld the nunnery, which was 
lituated on an eminence between two rows of fir 
trees. The fetting fun was gilding the tops of the 
weAern mountains, and his parting rays reflected 
in radiant fplendor from the cupola of the cloilter, 
which was proudly towering over, the trees. The 
furrounding trees were awfully filent, like the en- 
trance of a fan^uary ; only a ftngle bell was toll- 
ing from the minaiet. It was the lignal for the 
veTper, and father tugene inlifted upon out (lay- 
ing in the chapel till it was over, becaufe the 
nuns could not be fpoken with before that time. 
We had fcarccly entered the chapel -when the 
vefper began. It was fung in the gallery by nuns, 
who, however were concealed from our fight by the 
grate work. At once a fwcet angelic voice among 
the chorifters intoned ; I fancied I knew thai voice, 
and faw my brotlier's face turn pale as alhes. 
•■ This is Amelia's voice I" was alt that he could 
fay I and I repeated the fame. Father Eugene 
feemed to take notice of it ; the well known voice 
intoned again j my brother could check his emo- 
tions no longer, Itarting up, and communicating 
his remaik to the father. A fmile of pity, ;md 
the obfervation, that the -dead were not ufcd to 
Cng, was his whole reply. This feemed to work 
upon 
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upon njy brother. He relapred into his" former 
gloominefs ; however, as often as that voice re- 
founded, I could obfcrvc the violent ftrugglcsoif 
his mind. I myfelf did not know what to think of 
the matter. 

" Vefpers being finiflied, we fcnt our refpefts 
to the Abbcrs, defiling to be admitted. She re- 
ceived us in the parlour ; a fine woman, not atxivc 
forty. The filent grief which was vifible in her 
large blue eyes, was foftened by an amiable fmile 
upon her lips. Dignity and modcfty were joined 
in her deportment. When my brother told her 
who I was, (he , welcomed mc in a. moft engaging 
manner. On her quedioit, what, had brought the 
reverend fathers to her cloiftcr? my brother deli- 
vered his letter.— The looks which Ihe ftole at my 
brother, while reading it, did not efcape me. 
When Ihe had pcrufcd it, lie told her he had ano- 
ther letter to deliver to Scrapliine AlbatrofTi ; 
however the Abbefs begged to defer it till next 
morning, becaufe the rules of the order allow not 
to fpeak to a nun after vefper. 

*' We had already taken leave, when my bro- 
ther addteffed the Abbers once more. " Reve- 
rend Lady," faid he, "1 have been Ilruggling 
during vefper, with a doubt winch has been raifed 
by the voice of one of the chorifters. Has not a 
young lady of the name of Amelia been received 
inyourorder fome months ago?" " Iknowchc 
name of all the nuns, (was her reply) however I 
affute you none of that name has been received." 
—"How could I aOt fuch a foolilh queftion," 
my brother refumed, •* I could have known ihat a 
- lady whom I faw buried, cannot be in a nunnerv.— 
But why muft I hear that voitc which almoft has 
turned my brains ?" The Abbefs fmiled in a niolt 
Cgnificant manner, and we left lier. 
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'* The next mornine I obfcrved, on our way lb 
-the cloifl^r, a man wnofe carriage apddrefsrc;. 
•fembW^n ? (Iriking manner tbofe of die (Iraneei 
whom 1 had feen at the theatre, ftcppine in great 
liallc out of the gate, ^nd turning rouncTa corner. 
How«rer the dillance being toojgrcat to dirceri) 
}us fejitures, I could not be fure whtrfjcr 1 was 
not miftaken. So much, however, is certain* 
that I took this accident for a favourable omert, 
which raifcd my drooping fpirits, although I 
could not forefce the poQibility of a happy cataAro- 
phe. 

« Being arrived at the cloifler we were fiiewn 
into the parlour. The Abbcfs entered — *' You 
wiOi to fpcak to Seraphine AlburofTi ?" faid (he to 
my brother, " you IhaJI fee her," and retired. 
Altera few moments flie returned with a nun* 
whofefacc was covered wi'h a veil. My brother 
was going to deliver the letter, when, on a Ggnal 
of the Abbcfs, ft»e removed the veil, and my bio- 
thcr lay fainting in my arms. 

" O poverty of human langu|ige ! thpu art 
never felt more lively, th»n when one wants to 
paint fccnes of fuch a nature. I (hould torment 
niyfelf in vain if I were to give you, by words, an 
idea of the fenfations which ruQied upon me, 
when I beheld the face of the nun. Conclude 
what muft have been the feelings of my brother 
when he faw — his Amilia, whom he had lamented 
-as dead. Even when he had recovered from his 
fwoon, I obferved by his looks, his motions arid " 
his faultering accents, that he fancied tlte whole 
fcene to be a delufion of his imagination or a fc- 
c,ond appariiion. He was on the point to have a 
fecond fainting fit, when the Abbefs led Amelia 
lo his arms, and thus convinced him of the reality 
of her perfon. 
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'* Father Eagetre and the DommaWrere fo Icidd 
as to retire,' sind io faflrr me to be the fole wimefs 
of the firft emotions 6( the happy eouple. But 
hew W23 ntf brother l^Ized with terror znd afto- 
hifhnicm^ *heA hft wai fcorAfuHy rcpclted tff 
AntAlta, ivhom he wis gtMnj to prm io his pim* 
ing bofom !" " S^aftd off, perfidioiA man 1" (he 
faid', " are you come to'm^ck me ?" My brother 
ilras rhretted to the fioor^ fpecehlefsy and' with the 
wild Idoks of a poor wretch who has dreamed he 
wat the happieil man livhig, and When xwakinj, 
finds himfelt in a noifomc dungeon. Seeing hiAi 
alnwH pctrifted, Kiid unable to utter a fyllable, I 
flid, <* I beg your pardon, my L:dy, for mcddltng 
^[h your concerns : howerer^ it cannot be indif- 
ferent to hear my brother called a rillam. Who 
has dared to inftill that &tai fufpicion in your 
heart l" " Would to God !'* (he replied, " it 
were nothing but mere fufpicion ! would I wear 
this veil if 1 had not the moft convincing proofs df 
his perfidy ?" So faying, Ihe threw herfeif on a 
chair, and corcred her face again to hide her fi6W- 
ing tears- This (ight rt'flored tny brother at Once 
to life, and the power of utterance. O t Ame- 
lia !" he erclaimed, *■ would I appear before you 
in this garment, if I rcilly was a per&dioUa villain. 
Yet, before I exculpate myfetf on that head, an- 
fwerme only one queHion. By what m^iracte arc 
yoil come to this cloifter, you whom I have fcen 
in the CofTin, a^d at whofe tomb I vbarC Qiedfo' 
many torrents of burning tears ?" Amelia gazed 
at him with looks w^ich feemed to fay : art thou 
mad, or goirig to rtiock me ? Her alloiiiAimeaC 
rofe to the highell degree when he rcfumed; 
<* Alas ! how have I deferred thefe fcornfut looks^ 
and that contemptuous lilence ? Havel not literal- 
ly executed the latt cdmmand you have pronoune. 
ed in the coffin ? is not this garment which I wear, 

Vol. I. 1 an 
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an incantcflible proof of my obedience ?" — 
*' Wh»t do you mean by death and coffin ?" 
Amelia replied, flill miftaking his fpcech for tfat 
language of infanity, ** when have I ever given 
you a command to that purpofe?" " The night 
bcfoTc you was buried." At the fame time he 
mentioned ihe month iind day when this had hap- 
pened. " The night of which you are fpeaking, 
' is' the fame in which I entered thcfe cloillered 
walls. Do you call taking the veil to die ?" •• As 
fureas lam alive (my biotbcr exclaimed) I^aiv 
you really in the coffin; followed your funeral to 
thcchapel of the Carmelites, where you have been 
.entombed." " My God • this js too much !" 
exclaimed Amelia, when father Eugene entered the 
}iarlour with the Abbefs. 

" Children !" faid the latter, •• you will never 
iCome to an eclairciflement while you are dcftitute 
of the key to your hiftory. Both of you have 
been impofed upon in a mod villainous manner. 
Have patience only a few days, when the myftery 
fliall be unfolded^ and the mofl complete faiisfac- 
tion given toyoiu 

■" The canfitmati(»i of my brother's innocence, 
pronounced by the Abbcfs, and the letter from the 
Provincial, were fufficienc to reconcile Amelia to 
her lover.— The confequence of it was, that both 
of them left the ir refpcftive order, and were mar- 
ried five davs after. 

" God oe praifed • indeed Count you liave 
, alarmed me Very much nn account of that' cou- 
ple." 

«' The affair does not end here. The marriage 
ceremony was performed at night, afthe wflle of 
Baron Ferpignan, a relation to father Eugene. 
The father had jull pronounced the marriage be- 
nedi^ion, and the happy couple were yet jlaiidtng 
^t the attar^ when the folding doors of the chai- 
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pd were flung open and Amelia's laothet and bro^ 
tber appeared on the threOioId. A mamenUry af^ 
toniOtment enfued on both Cdes. Charles reco- 
vered his Tpeech firft, roaring, •• treachery 1 trea- 
chery!" however, a look of the father fealed his 
lips. Father Eugene having requcfted the wit- 
ncfles who hadligaed the marriage contrad to re- 
tire for a few minutes, he ftepped forth with aw- 
ful folemnity, and faid : " I have fummoned you 
hither partly in. order to wltnefs a union whichall 
your infernal machinations' could not preveotj 
and partly to force you to a confelTion of the viU 
lui no us tricks which you have |ilayedtliis injured * 
couple^ and to . atone for the wrongs they have 
fuffe red from your malice; If you don't comply 
inllantly with thefe jull demards, I (hall fintl 
means to objige you tp-d^ it in a muancr vhicb 
vill make you repent your obOinacy. As foon as 
Amelia's mother and .brother heard this energetiu 
language, they fubmitted and made the following 
confe^n : 

" Charles had planned the defiga not only to 
make a breach between Amelia and my btothet 
Ferdinand, but alfo to fliut the formetji^t in % 
cloiilcr without the knowledge of the Utter*' in 
order to prevent the polTtbility of a reconcilijLtion. 
The execution of this plan promifedlufn i^e addi- 
tional advantage to get po^eilIoQ,of her paternal 
. inheritance ^-a circumtlance wiiich was the princi* 
j>lc view which had prompted him to pe-rpetrat« 
that infernal deed, becaufe the fortune his father 
had left him wasinfutiicicut to de/raj thcexpencea 
of-liis iicentiouA manner of living. .CharleftWds 
beloved by Lucy, and coiifequQntly found it not 
difficult, to dr.iw her into the plot whigh behad 
formed with his mother againU the unhappy co«-) 
pie. Siie confented with f» much the Icfs relyc- 
tance to lend her alEltauce to thofc wretchesj bs- 
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eaaC: Charles haJ TC{lt?fi:RE^ itiy btmhcr to her 
at a Ytty iXtdi^taugefMi party for bb (Hlcr, and 
ftQaiifti n tnarry Lucy if (he Vouk! join ^eni ih 
tfae cxtmtion i>f theilt defrgn. 

" The fiHsmi *hich wtrt empTojtd for accom- 
jtlifiiii^ th«» anffll plan, t IMrc a^a^ acquaint- 
ed you vitb 4t {at|*c i they wtre tAc l^nft wMdh 
»w»c made ufe of (a* my brother had been pcr- 
ftraded) fo ^ci^e Atnelta's ntotlier. The foare 
w«( Ittid in fucb a maiTrier, fftat my brothtrcovhl 
ifM veil efeape it. The acquaintance which he 
mode wkh i.ttcyatchftpd, was the feft deciding 
,A«p to his Ailn. iClntres rept^frnrcd their coiinec- 
,9Mi tfl hit fifkcv as the i^^ of a eonqutft wfaicb 
Lucy's chatms had gaihedorer Ferdinand's heart. 
Jinnelin taughed at it itt iiiit ; hm Lucy, who ron- 
Htmci hit affitriion, imrented every day fo tnafly 
pbufibio DeS] that Amelia'i htvn at Iengi3i became 
tiie wtcAlmg place of jiahutf, and the whole ttr 
tiblc tTainof (hat infemat monltcT." 

" But how. could Amelia in that lituatioii write - 
to yimr (w*tlKr that fee ,(ho»ild do ctetj- tfttitglHat 
Ijmcy, hwmala ftimilrf.dtfriref" 
h '* ^JHnB^iOtc wte-forgedj tharfcs having imitar- 
Wt)Kh»ml.«f hisCAer." 

•♦< f Mm^ben^ you ! go ofr, jiyoo [rfeafe." 

." /M>tiia had' ^n Nnmented, aayTt* by the 
hiSt f4iBbi^ty of Fet<dinaRd''s perfiify ; however, 
thC'pqffibilitT' ditained the highelt dcgiec of pro>- 
■tnbitlty, Whci\ 8iu faw ^ucy puis her window is 
jriumph' on PcvdhiBnd^ jHrm. dot hartng wir-' 
iieflbd the fcene whieh was *£lsA at Lucy^hobfe, 
^«prebability i;# FerdtnMdl uifidclity was raifed 
to thtf Aoft indubitable certainty f the conlequence 
«f which W8» a fainting lit, and the profoundeft 
contempt for my brother; Ciurics had waited 
with impatience for this crifis, and took advan- 
■^ge of Amelia's lamentable Ctnatioo^ to perfuad« 
her 
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})|:i to ulcA the v«il. He ftiecesded wtthoatdiffi- 
culty ; an4 Ae coakateA with * meUacboly phA* 
inn to Icarc k werM wlwb kail nolotqcrany 
chitfiins for her. Hovre^tt, the villain was not 
-fiUikfied with fe«in| liif Tiftcr iinimwed in a doif- 
ter ! altlwugh. tic h^d t^ita tbs g;reateft prtcauti- 
fii) to irander ^^ Eeceptiou as feoret as poiUble) 
hy pn(i)9cting her to anume a (i^itious name, jtt 
lie 4id not ipinlc himCeif rufioicntly fccure againft 
FerdiD4pc{'» fetches, la oidei to prevent for-evev 
any inveflig^iioi^, he guve out that Qu had died. 
i^o confirm ray biath;r Hill more in tbxt perfuaQoDj 
be armpunc^d hot daath one eventng by the groaii* 
-which Ferdinand had h«ard befor« hisdoofi and 
aclcdi in the niglif vheii the was carried to the 
cloillcr, thf part ofi ihe dead Amelia. You ate^ 
BftoiuQied. Yoi) gaZe at me with doubtful lookt.- 
Tet this was really the.cafe- Charles had watch*.- 
cd the jLuae when rn^ bfioLher's fervant wat out of 
thehdufe, ftole foftly t4 ttis door, and imitating^- 
^ TOiee of hii- Oder proM»nced the name Ff idi> 
nand t in a doleful acccnt> opened the door, ag4- 
mv^P his cfcapc.— .'! . 

. <■ That point r will not difpute. with yon | .how* ' 
ever, you will never make md believe thathead* 
ed thepanof a corps, and cxpofctd himfelf to thit 
«lmo(t certain dangerof being caught in chef a^,- 
4a d that your brother fiiould have:faffeT«dhtni£Elf' 
10 be deceiTcd in iuth % blunt manner." ' : ■ 

'1 And yet. wliat I l)Me toldyotii&liteially trust' 
The fntures of Cbarilea bearing a gbear refenv- 
WitfiiQC to thflfe «f hia fiilei, aqd thKrcjli of Uie 
body being cov«Bcd by iha jiall, tho deception vua 
jBOt io very diJ&Ciitt. ^fidu, i£ yon oontidar^ that> 
my biothcf cntciiaiKd not Uie.:leaft doubt agaiaft 
IfUCy'* account of Amelia's death ; . that Uu gn^anf 
Mthich he had heard before his door,, aa^ the ibyf' 
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tnioui manner in which he was introduced in 
the apartment where the pretended corpa was ly- 
i^, ^nd other fimilar circiimnanGes had been 
prepared to mske the fcene which was difplayed 
before his eyes pafs for reality, then yon will not 
think him over credulous, ner the people he had 
to. dealwith too daring and too fangnineia their 
hopes of deceiving him< If you addr <Bac (be 
iight of the coOm furrounded with irghte* torcB- 
■E, the actificial fmcll of corruptien; and t%e flcil- 
fully imitated livid colour of deattf which the face 
of Chailes w.3b painted with, vlie' profound awful 
filcnce which reigr.cd aroundj and the folemn 
midnight hour fpread over the wltole iUufion the 
appearance of reality } and* if yeu at the fame 
time rtfli:£t on the dceadful ftatc of Ferdinand's 
mind, you will eafily coRCeiVe that it was almotl 
impotiible for him to dets3 the fraud, nay, even 
to barbcur the kalt fufjlitiOn of a deception I— 
,Cha>k8 would. have fucfecdcd, even if he had 
fiotCeSkA only half liSt temerity which be waa 
gifted withj' . : o . 

*■ Neverthelefa, Charles was not >«ntire)y fecure 
of fuccc&. HouaA'DUldhe for example, have ex- 
tncated 4iimfel^! if Ferdinand had perceived life in 
bUn, when he threw htmfeif upon the corps V* 
. «< It was impplTiblc my brother could have made 
(hat obDETTatioh during the firft violent workings 
of his foul, -which atmoft had bereft him of the 
nfe of his fefc^s, and if he had approached Char- 
les a iecon^time,. he would have erected lumfelf 
inltantly, and pionounced thofe folema words 
which hftsddreflcd afteirwards to him." 

"Fray to what p'urpofe did he addrefs thefe 

- wordp ta him i was . it only to keep him at a 

proper diflance, or did he really vi(h the cxecutioa 

of ^at reqncft ,i' 



.o^?l^tl>. 
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'* Both. As foon as Ferdinand had begged' 
the nurfc to retire, Charles expe£led a farewell 
tceae, which appeared dangerous to him ; for 
^at reafon he rofe as foon as Jie obferred that he 
was lleppiiig near. The injunflion he laid on 
Ferdinand to take orders was very feafonable, be- 
caufe that ftcp protnifed to feparatc my brother 
and Amelia for CTer. That the event has not con- 
firmed Charles's hope, was certainly no fault of 
his." 

"Thus far every thing is very- clear to me y 
however, the burial is flill a myftery to my un-' 
derftandingi fori do not think that Charles had 
s- mind to be buried alive." 

** A piece of wood, drefied in the garments of 
a-nun, and an artificial face of wax, covered with- 
a veiii reprefented him, or rather Amelia, and 
was folemnly encombed in the church of the Car> 
nelitesv"' 

<< Bui hew could the Irifhman develope a fraud '■ 
which was deligned and executed with fo much in- ' 
fernalart, and how could he fd fuccefefully de- 
flrgy the confequcnces which jt was to pro-' 
ducc i" 

" Tliat I cannot tell you !* 

" The IriOiman isa God I" I exclaimed. 

•' And I am his betrayer 1" groined the Count|> 
hiding his face, 

I endeavoured in vdn to confole him, by reprc" 
firnting to him that he had arelted him o>it of a 
pardonable error. <* I am neverthelefs the caafe 
of his death (** was his reply, palelki's obferva- 
tion that the Irifliman had regained his liberty, < 
was equally fiuitlefs. '■ What reliance can I have 
on intelligence which comes from fuch a fufpici-*' 
ous fource?'''he replied, and his ferenity andi 
cheeifulnefs fcemed to have USt him for ever. 
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I put him in mind that he fti)I owed me t6e 
conclufion of Amelia'* adrentufci, when be tt- 
fuAcd the thread of hit narration : 

"Mother and fon having finiAcd their humilt- 
Attng confcffion, father Eueene afted the new mar- 
ried couple what Tort of ^UfaAton they wifhcd 
to have ? Ferdinand examined anxioufly the Tooks 
of his lady, who, after a fhort paufe, flretched 
out ber hand with heavenly goodiiefs to her mo- 
ther and brother, and fokmnly renounced ever^ 
fatisfaflion. My brother imitated her example, 
lifeiiher of the criminals bad cxpe^ed fuch an %£t 
of pencrofty, and a ray of joy difpfayed itfclf on 
their countenance .J howeTcr father Eugene oyer- 
clovdcd it ill a moment. " This generofity," (aid 
tie, ti>rniiig to the moilier, « challenges your ei^ul- 
ly. It 11 not cudomary to marry a daughter with- 
out giving her a dowry, I think thirty ihoufand livres 
will not be too much. 1 need hot to remark* 
that this fum is not to be deducted from AincKa*B 
p^emal inheritance, which is her lawful proper- 
tf. Within &ur weeks that money muft be da- 
ItTcred <o 'be Carmelites at AnneviJle, who wiH 
put it into the hands of the Counteft without 
delay. Their cloilter^ which you have fq daring- 
ly profaned by that mock bHrial^ demands li\p. film 
of fix thoufand livreS| as a fati^fa^ion fp^ the in- 
jury it has received from you.'' H^vine pro- 
nounced this fentcnce be rang a bcH, and tpe wtt- 
tteSiu v(h.o had retired re -appeared- 

■f Gmilemcn,'' faid father Eugene, *• I' beg 
yiu will havo the goodnefs to atte'^ ^ dpnvio;! 
which this lady ie going to make^ apd fo give it 9 
legal validity by yoiir fienaturc." 

*f And «%at did Amelia's ipother fay f what 
€harj6s? did tl^ynot refufc to ^omply' with the 
vcnueft of father Eugene i" 

■ *'■ ■ «A11 
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" All their reluftanrt availtf* thsm nothing, 
tilt manaces of the ccc(c(ia(lic macttf them obe- 
dient. When the donation was executed, and 
UwftallfVtefted, and'the witnelTcs were rt:tired, - 
te informed Charles ^nd hi) mother that the 
whole alt^ir was a fecret to etery one, even to the 
I'brtt oFthe c.iflle ; he would therefore aclvife them - 
mt to raifc fufpician hf an abru^ departure, unA 
to give chaoi their compa'ny at the wedding feSival. - 
The invitation was accepted^ -bUt fou may eafilj^ 
thinic with what ron&tioni^ 

"The Kjron had omitted nothing tRat ould ' 
contribute to render the fealt fpfendtd and' cheer- - 
ful. A felc&ed contpany^ a IVimpruoifs meal, 
andheavcnty muRcfpread the gtdw of raerriment 
around ;. even Charles was uncommonlf jocund ; ' 
however, blacit, malicious revenge^ was. iQnkling 
in hii breaft. When dinner was over f'erdinand 
opened 'the ball 'with Amelia. — Hewvens f vhat 
a-dance I mf imagination made- am fancy the 
goldeii age of ancient Greece was tetumed. '^ery 
t(3oit feemetl to be charmed by a ma^rpctl;' -trac-"" 
irig with vifiblc delight theelegant'mOvcmeiiM- qf ' 
the accomplilhed pair,. . whvespreC&d in a fpea^- ' 
ing manner the harmony of their fentinieats by ' 
every gefture and attitu<*e» This enchiftning- (pec- ■ 
tacle occupied the' atteiiti6n' -of every -onc'-pr^' 
fent in 'Alch- a manntr, ■ that a new gueft,^ who ' 
ineaivvrhile had mixed with our-circtc, 'was not 
obferved before the dant^e was finilhtd,'-amid 
the univrrfat loud'applaure of the whole co'nipany. 
It' was a white' mai^ of a midJte fize, tft a no- - 
ble majeitic appearance, a^d^ dre{n;d like % genius. 
Curioflty fuon dr^w a gaph^g circle around him, ' 
and every one afTailed' him with queftions' and ip- 
^Diiittvc lockjj. b<ft the malk returned no anfwer. 
However this ferVed only to raifc the curiofityof' 
ihc company to a higher degree, p^fipwl^^ly 
I 5 ^tiea 
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vihen the lord of the cafilc declaTcd that t^e 
tmik was not among the number of the guefls 
V ho had been invited to the featl. The exami- 
nations and queflions were now renewed with 
additional inquifitivenefa j feveral names were 
delineated in the hand of the mafk, apd number], (i 
different conjcflurcs ftarted, however the unknown- 
gucft returned to every enquirer a denying motion 
of the head. The taciturn genius continuing to 
refufe to make himfelf known, the Baron wa» 
perfuaded to addrefs him. ■' Sir," faid he> 
"whoever you be, you. are welcome at my 
cadle ; however,' the impatient deGre of thele 
ladies and gentlemen puts me under the neccflitji 
;to requeft you to unmalk. The ftranger paid, 
'however, no attention to this requeft^ taking 
'father Eugene by the hand, and dvawing fome 
my Ilerio us characters in it, the father inftantly 
"ftcppedforthjfignifyirig to the company thai the 
inalk Would not be krown, but was ready to dis- 
cover himfelf to the Baron after the fealt ihould 
be finilhed. We were therefore obliged to bri- 
dle ouicuriofity, and to gwaic patiently the de- 
«lopement of the mydery.' 

■ " The mafic did not join in the dance, but 
ifrah'defed from" place to place and was a mere ob- 
'ftrver. The latter part heaClcd particularly with 
' refpeft to Charles, tiever loCng fight of him during 
the whole night, without his feeming to notice it. 
"Moiiiing began to dawn, when Ferdinand, 
' tired with dancing, retired to a tabic which was 
' covered with wine bottles and goblets. Charles 
'plaijedhimfelf atthe fame table and entered into 
' converfation with mjr brother. 1 concluded from 
' fome'words which 1 caught while dancing, that 
■ they feemed inclined to be reconciled. This tup- 
' pofition was con&rmcd when I faw Charles ex- 
changing 
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ckanging his goMet with my brother. Hawever, 
the whole fccne wts {iiddcn\j altered. Whiiii 
Fwdinandhad taken up the gobit of Charles, anj 
was going to empty it, the maflt who was ftamling 
atfome dillance exclaimed, " ftop !" with fo loud a 
voice that the attention of the whole aflembly ' 
was excited. The dancers and muficians Hopped, 
and every one crouded around the table. Ths. 
malk took the goblet from my brother's hand, 
and begged him to deiirfi Charles' to return him 
his. The latter was alarmed ; however he foon ' 
recovered his pfefehce of mind, addrefling the 
raaflc in a fcornful ftrain ; ■ " Who hai ■ given ' 
you leave to meddle with other people's buHnef; ?" 
"That you (hall know," replied the Itranger cool- ■ 
ly> " as foon as you fliall have emptied the gob- " 
let which you have ofFcred to the Coant." A > 
murmur, which grew louder every moment, was- 
raifed by the company. ' Cbarles attempted to ' 
beat the goblet out of the hand of the malk { - 
however the latitr feemed to have forefeen- it,-' 
holding' it fall.' "Then you will not drink i"' 
the mafk refumcd, f 1 expected it ; -. for you know ' 
what the gobtet contains ; however," approach- ■ 
ing a Itcp, and- darting a piercing look at Amelia's ' 
broker, *< I know it too." Charles was almoft 
franticwath rage, and challenged die (Iranget to 
make' good his words. ■ "Weil, if you will ab- 
■ fblutely have it fo," he replied: "it is ■ ■ ' 
whirpering a word in the ear of Charles, which 
covered his face with a death-like palcnefs. He - 
attempted in vain to'conceal his terror, trembled 
and feemed ready to fwoon. All eyes were diredcj 
with horror at him and the malk ; all perfona ' 
prefent were tldnding in profound awful cxpefla- 
tion. Charles recovered his fpeech iirft, after a - 
cqnfiderable interval. " Man or devil !" he ex- 
claimed) darting at the malk, " I muft fee thy 
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face I" Howner, the iwt% paflied Ifiip \nff%. 

wiihfuch violence that he fell on iIh^ fofa. "Fo^r 
fopcr i" he Cud wi!h a te^nblp Vwce, " ^qo. 
dtfll not defeire to fee my fat/t" The word fojr- 
foner nifed st geiieral comrootipn. The Qi^lk. 
feeing it tumed to the fyeEtuota, (l\U holding t^ie 
goblet in lus hand : " | !\in g^g t(> apcQun^ 
to the I^rd of this callle for inx ^ftion^ ; but 
previoufly I defirc you not to fuHe^ tlus I<Hm? 
fpatk to efcajwj for b^ is lipe for the gibbet 
The mother, who Teemed to hqvc had a pt^nti- 
incnrof'her fon's villainy, had retired witJi^f)^ 
noife, aftcE the beginning ojf this hoirrid fccq?- 
Amelia, vhom that ^miqable incident b^lt 
thrown, into q fwoQnj began tp, cecoTcr i^bcn brt, 
brother was fcized. The uiffi^n e^ertfd e^f^ 
ftiength which d^f^ir ^^ded him, to dra^ his. 
poniard. " I will not die by. the Tiapd of thg- 
public exccutioncj !'■' he roared, p.liuigcd thf 
poniard in his bpfon ^^nd df,pppfd down ; ^qiC- 
]ia too funk to the grqi^nd. I am not cap^blf to, 
defcribe the horror whivh thrill^ c^ery ope of Uf, 
at that Oiocking fight ; and th;C Ii))preflj0O> whic&. 
this event pTDduced. gained addiO^nitl nreng|th by 
furpiiring us amid th.? flow of n^errimcot ap* 
joviality. Th? maft ix^y/fivst retailed his eqiper-. 
iiimity, taking car; of Amelia vltom b^ citftfc^^ 
tfltbe adjoining apaftrpent, wfajere fhc «^ tC~- 
floredto rccoUc^lion with the greateft ^Sfuliy... 
He then haften«(^ to Qh^rJ^s^ who, was l^rctcb^d 
out on the floor.withpw the leafl C§n,of life, ni>4 
fwimming in his blptid. Ue examined s^ntl dreff: 
ed his wound, and a^rted, contj;aty, to the gcnci;aj' 
opmion that hf. was not ^uii,c dead, fcuouig ^ 
the fame time f<;»: chirurgicaj. a^;Etauce. Chwas 
really recovered, bpfore the fui;^;! arrive4> iX^ 
fiift quelMon wi*s : ** ■Whether Ecrdinjnd, \va5 
poifoncd I" Receiving a tugiuivc afificer, he ut-r 
', tcred 

[.3,1- J .A.(K)^I>J 



- te^d4f]io^HBgpur((;. ^ther Ktig«ne »iiU^rkod 
hiro Ift Kpf M i hQveyei^ Ctiadw loi-f tb4 l«!»- . 
«l?g9 (roDpi. his vKoifiiii, fpirt;d blwd tn tjift f^cr. 
of t!tC cccl^fi^fliC) an4 B^tpirrd."' 

Here the CouV ftoppp4. The ^pgq •? hi*- 
cpuntcnancc., which the Kcqlleflipn ofthi^t&ftie 
produced, gar^ me an idea of the dreadful efe^' 
wllich die &£t itf^ inH^ haw bad vpw him 
apd the^ fpe^atprs^ " ^t tis dr^w ths curtain 
bi^oce this flic^lcinsj fcoric!" f cxcl^^t sn4 
<f return to the m?Oc, |}i4 thfl ftr^g^-nM i'l^- 
cover who he was ?" 

". Yesj to, the l^ocd of the caftle^ pE whottr 
he ^Gfcd a private conve^ia^on- in htft olot^ti 
^hicb no^d][ w^as adinitee4 ta. eitoiiM fa^h^v- 
"Rffga^f.. However, as Ijroth of then Yoi«adeKr- 
njU fec,^cf](^ U ifiDpt knowq|. whq-ttiiH %ai]g« ap- 

"But did no^ee4livi'\r4tcb tbem;^ <«h«[t h»- 
l^fuhccaliUc?" 

'.'. itifoa^^^ii ^he cotfiiigeto- da^ii. The if\^(k.. 
reWcncd with flpv ^nd l^^mn Hepa to tht h^^. 
' va^.relix^tuUs co^dufl«l to-tho doo;. by- ^ Ba- y 
ro^ ^nt^ f«^h^ ^ufii^a 9f)d difapp^Kd fud-. 
dcniy."" 

*f. Aii^,^w yw»^*p; fiffijicjjpft ^fth* ^a^ fti^ngc 
heiiiftmaif. V(!C Ip^n ?" 

« What I am able to guels iivcijFuapciC^in,"' 

**.l th'^ I cao divine whp^ JOIh fn)p«A. 
Th^ Uilbmaji ?" 

' "It lefembled- h^p u?, Csw v4 d^Prtipest, 
^vrcv^ hi^ yoicp va^ cnuKlf di^Ten^K." 

. '" O ! tt^ ca^ bp difg^ired., QnJy, cwUdfir 
ljf^it.was,entirely his qK-df^, o£ i^fiMng. Eve^ tli« 
mylter^ua veil which, hi: drew aroHfi^ bimCelf 
14 to me an addit^pn^ gioof dnb m^ fupBo£tion 
is t^tu^HodCf}**" 
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*( Alas I 1 then owe him' not onl^-thehapfi-' 
nefs, but alfo the prefeivation of mj brother, < 
and have committed a two- fold crime by hiving ' 
arretted him." The Count relapfed into' his for- 
mer melancholy^ and was - (ilent. I attempted 
to amufe hhn b^ putting, feveral queftions to' 
him : 

"Was the wine which Chirlcs offered- to your ■ 
brother resJIy ■poifoned ? "what became of Amelia's' 
mother f what of' Lucy ? what was the fate of 
the new couple I -did no farther, difalter overcloud ' 
their happinefs ! " 

" A part of the wine was ppured into tlie -" 
mouth of a dog, who died that- very evening, ■ 
amid dreadful convuHions; Amelia's mother' 
died a few months after of grief, on account of 
the lofs of her foil.- Lucy was deprived of her' 
reafon, and Ferdinand lived three years in hap-' 
pmefs with hisAmclia at his cftate.". 

"They have amply dcferved the- favours of' 
fa(e J but what interrupted after three years a 
happinefs, which ought to have laded for ever ?" ' 

** The Coant's countenance was vifibly over- 
fprcad with gloominefs. He remained fileHN' 
A violent emotion fecmedto work in his foul.' 
He attempted ' feveral timestofpeair, but could 
not utter a word, and exhtbited a figbt which 
touched me to the foul. 

•*0! my brother!"' he exclaimed at Icngdi 
with a faltering voice, " Why docs the recollec- 
tion oi thee fcize me this moment with lb much i 
vehemence ? Two years are now elapfed fincc i 
ftrained thee the lall time to my- heart with ft'ater- 
nal affcAion, while thou wert fqaeezing my hand 
with weeping eyes, and faidft farewe>, in three 
months we fliall meet again ! Alas ! thy proniife 
has never been performed ; we never have fcen 
each other again, and the wound which the lofs . 
of thee has ftruck me, is ftiU bleeding." 

' Tcart 
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, Teats fuppreficd. hia voice, and heav^ (ighs of 
deep affliflion bcfpoke the violence of the grief 
which rent hU' heart. At length (he woiking of 
his Tuffled mind abated, and he was-agatn able to 
continue his doleful tale. . 

"Ferdinand,'' he rcfumed, " went ■ to- Spain - 
on bufineft of great importance. Two months 
after his departure, he wrote to us thab he had- 
formed. an acquaintance with a Portnguefe Gmn^ 
dee who had come to Spaint on: bulinersf and of 
wfiomhisncxt letter would give lu a more fatis- 
factory account; Neither that letter -nor himfelf 
arrived, and the time fixed for his return wa« 
expired' a long while befoTc- we heard the lea(t 
tidings of him. At length- we received a 'letter 
from as unkhown hand, which contained the - 
afflicting intelligence that my brother had been ' 
found dead in the llreet' covered with many 
wounds. This letter fell .unfortunately into the 
hands. of Amelia, who then carried, the firft 
pledge of her mutual love under her heart. An 
abortion was the confequence. The child was 
born dead, , and we trembled for the. life of its 
mother." 

Here the Count broke off. •• I have now 
finilhbd my tale," faid he after a fbort fileace* 
•' Perhaps I have been more prolix in my narra- 
tive than I ought to have been ; however > the fate 
of two perfons fo dear to my heart appeared to 
me fo important, that it was impolTibte for me 
to be more brief. Forgive me, .therefore, if I 
have trefpaffed ^ too long on your patience." I 
fqueezed his hand affe£lionatelf,. affuring him, 
with warmth, that he had rendered me a piece of 
fcrvice by hia tale, for which I ever fhould be 
beholden to him, and we parted equally affe£ted 
by the lamentable fate of his brother. 

r- ' I*" 

■ r:„i- I .A.(K)^k 
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I waf wont to amufe mjfelf jre^entlt afnight ^ 
with my guilW( Ibrwbich inftf anient I always ' 
Kzve had a great predifieAlon. One nening I"- 
had play«4; longer than ufuil. It wai alrcadjr ' 
pall ten o'clocfct and I was not W tired of pf^y- 
in^, drawing Bichncho)^ tones fr^m the ftringi. - 
Lo^ii^ by accident ont of the window, t di(- 
8(wen>d that I had been orcrheard. The moon • 
ffionc bright and afliflcd me to mnartCi th&ta ' 
jcmale was ftandiiig in sk window of the 'OppolUe 
hoattf liftcfling aUcntiTcly to my play. — ^Tbe - 
Kfteanwasaltcavenlf nri, clad in a white night- 
gown, whith was ererwaded hy her long black - 
trafivs. The fair onei could not but obferve my 
taking notice- of her, and ileaHng ev«rr now and ' 
then an inquifftivc glance ar net lorely^ fbrsi, - 
but iMTcrtheleft did not' retifc. I continued : 
playing and Ihe ftajrcd, and at the dafk .of the - 
piece hoavcd an audible ligb- The ntufic ceafed, . 
and Ote retired. My curiolity was excited, .and 
I enquired the fallowing day of my fandl^rd who - 
fhe was, when I was (old that (be. was the orphan ' 
daughter of a rich merchant, who, . with. 'her-' 
mother, had been dead fomc yens fince„ and at -- 
pFofent waa under the care qf her unctet.,who> 
treated her rery tyrannically; 

"Shcrcfufcd fOmc weeki 6nce," mylaadtetd-s 
added, **avery adrantageon&match, buti'dd not- 
know (or what realbn." 

I took the greateft pains to fee hep th& next' 
day, butin ram !"at ten o^lode a] night fhe re- - 
appeared at th? unndo.w- — Ihp ~ fcenc oS. the an- - 
tecedont day waa r^eatcth 

Meanwhile thfc Count was entirely ahforbcd In 
gloomy melaticholy ; the veft^es of corroding . 
grief were (troK^ly matted on his countenance. 
Entirely taken up with his reveries and forrow, 
hearoidcd mc and the convcrfaiion with ^n, . 
waa- ■ 
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wandering about in retired and unfrequented 
. placcsi and coming home late at niglitj or (hutting 
himfelf up in his apartment. Even in his dreams 
he was haunted by Ac idea of the melancholy 
fate of the Unhnoivn. His fervant confjclTed to 
rhe, that he frequently ftarted up ii) his flcep, 
uttering ftrange iucpherent fpeechiiS, 

His lamentable ftatc of mind affli^ed me 
fcverety. I had already trii^d fevcral means to 
cheer hirn up, however, as I obferved with great 
concern, without fuccefs. I comipunicated to 
him my noictunial qdventure with the young lady, 
and his curiofity being excited, he willicd to 
have a light of her, and I appointed him to come 
to my apartment at ten o'clock at night. He 
came, but our beautiful ncigI|bour did not ap- 
'pear. However, I had not played twp miuoKa 
when Hie Ihew^d herfelf at the wiiidow. The 
Count feemed charmed with her lovely perfon, 
the furrows of grief difappeared fuddenly from 
his brow, and X read ferenity and love in hit 

loots. , r ' ■ 

Although hi* lips did not gonfcfs the fenlatioiit 
o( his heart, yet lii^ ^yh.Ql; dcpprtmcn.t bjcCpokc 
plainly enough the change whicli, had taken place 
in his mind. He ^ppca.re4 ^ifite ^ ^neur man< 
The fight of that l>ea^tf<4i4d - Worlc^ii 3 miracle, 
which the molt ap^e^iopatc effort^ of (riendOiip 
, had been iacapablc to efFett. His cheerfulnels 
and his fondnefj of fo.ctety retv(rni;d. His lor- 
met gltjoniincfs n;iade rooin fo^ 4 fofter tnel^o^ 
choly \ he (poke b'>t very rarely of tli<f IriQnnaUj^ 
but more fre(]uei)tly of our f^if neighbour- 
Thus fix day^ elspfqd \ on th<> feventh I pro- 
pbfed a ride into tlic (;quntry \ ho\ycvei I fuvnd, 
It very difficult to pcrf^ade him to accompany ifw;. 
. VThen we letumed the following day, our 
lan^ord met us with news which almoll petrified 
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ws, " Francifca," faid he, " after whom you 
have lately enquired, has been taken ap. She 19 
fufpefled to have poifoned her uncle, who ha» 
been found dead in his bed. Her fervant has in-- 
formcd agairift her ; the inquefl of the coroner 
has confirmed her afTcrtionj and poifonous drugs 
have been found. in Francifca's pofTefTion; very 
likely (lie will die by the hands of the public ex- 
ecutioner." 

Our landlord had told us the truth, and what I- 
and the Count thought impoIEble, really ha[:^en— 
ed. The rack extorted fjom the haplels girl the 
confeiTion pf her crime, gnd fhe was beheaded 
eight da-ys after har uncle's ' death. I followed the; 
train in company with the Count-, fettering my- 
fclf with the hope of hearing her pardon pronoun- 
ced at the place of execution. She was fittiivg in' 
the cart by the fide of a prieft, and drcflifd in *- 
white gatment. The horrors of the iinpcndiog 
execution were ftrongly palmed on her.palUd, . dis- 
ordered countenance ; her eyes were continually. 
dire^cU at the crucifix, which fhc carried in her 
trembling hand, and every now and then mored 
IQ herquivering lips, and very rarely (he ftolc ■•• 
look at the fpe^atori, which feem^d to implore. 
alRilancc. I obfcrvcd piiy aod emotion on ■ ewery 
countenance, on many faces confidence. in her In-' 
noccnce and te^s. This confirmed mine and the 
Count's hopes. 

At length we attived at the place of execution. ■ 
Having made htr confeflion to tbe pried, (he wa« 
led forth by two executioners. Her eyes, , which . 
dill beamed with the hope of being pardoned^ . 
fcemed to be in fearch of the meflenger of (alTa>- 
tion. fiut-when he did not arrive aftdr_a long and' 
anxious expeflation, her countenance was ovcr- 
fpread with a dcfponding gloom, ^/nd. (he- alked 
up executioner with a tremblings voice, whether 
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no pardon caM be expefted. No fooncr had the 
fellow denied it, than fhc wrung her hands iii an 
sgony of grief, and exclaimed uith dreadful emo- 
tion:— <' Alas ! then 1 am doomed 10 die inno- 
cently in the bloom of my life ?" 

A murmuring arofe among the multitude, .which 
grew louder and louder. The prieft went to her 
to perfuaJe her t6 refign herfelf to her fate } but 
Iter horror at the impending death rendered his en- 
deavours fruitlefs. No f<ar of death can be more 
horrible than her's was. However, her flrugglcs 
and abhorrence ferved only to increafe the horrors 

' of her doom, and (he fuficred herfelf at length to 
be perfuaded to fubmit with refignaiion to her 
fate. She placed herfelf onthe'ftixil, to which 
flie was tied falV. The approach of the deciding 
moment commanded general lilence. Her eyes 
were blindfolded! the executioner (heathed hit 
f\rord> and {lill her hope, of pardon was un«:com- 
piifhcd. Tlie multitude "were Handing in anxious 
filentexpefVation. Her head was fevered from her 
body, and the Count funk in my arms, uttering a 

'loud fcream. 

The dreadful fecnc is- ftill hoYcring before m^ 
eyes, and the imprelTion which it produced on. 
my mind never will be obliterated. 

The unhappy girl had been executed innocents 
Jy. The Count, whom I had not feen the whole, 
afternoon, gave me that (hocking information' 
when he came home at night. " The real crrmi- 
nal," he faid, " has been deteflcd too late. The- 
old man has been poifoned by the ferrant, who 
placed the poifonous drugs in the drawers of her 

' Riiltrefs, in order to draw upon her the fufpicion,, 
and the puniihment of the deed which (he had per- 
petrated. She was bribed, by the mother of the 
young man to whom Francifca lately has refufed 
to give her hand } but that, very young-man, who. 
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to-ijay has witncfled her e^ecHtign, aad tafted lli£ 
iiifcTnal pleafure of a dUboHc^I reyeoge, that very 
young map has acculcd himself, bis mothcT aiul 
the fervant, this afternoon, forcc4 by the pung«nt 
flings of polluted cotifcicncc- A numberlefs mul- 
titude arc now going in proceffipn to ihc place of 
execution, in order to fave the honour cf the 
dead, and t<? remove the corpfc from the platje of 
infamy where it is interred. 

The Count perfuaded me to go with him to the 
place of execution. When we came to the fields 
w? beheld at a diftance the glare of innumerable 
torches, and a mournful folemn mniic vibrated in 
fjur cars. On coming neater, we beheld a great 
nun>ber of people who had afTembled to follow the 
. funeral- train, which was headed by the relattpiis 
and friends of the innocent vi^im. 

TIic Count and myfelf went with the funeral to 
the catl)edral, where, on my entrance, I feated 
myfelf in a dark corner, in order to obfervc the 
Cf reiDony more at leiCujc. Xh« COTj^fe was car-, 
rlcd three tiipes Toond th« akw, apiid t^ founiT 
of trumpets and mournful dirges, and then left 
eypofed in |he' cathedral till the following day- 

A chilly awe, anxiety, and melancholy were, 
the fenfaiiuns which thrilled nie alternately during 
th^c f^enc. ^y tnind was affis^d in fuch a man- 
^ vfii by tbia melancholy tr^nra^tiqn. th^t it willing- 
If caught and took hold of fveiy idea which bore 
a rcfevblavce |o tlie obicft* before my eyes. The, 
lamentable f4te of lh« Irii^map w» the fiift idea, 
whi^ foraged itfelf vpon my tmaginaUoOt ^nd ?t 
tjie f^Bfic time tecajled \hei i;«ccilleaion of ijiy t«^ 
tor and AniBliii> K)y iniaginaiion reprefciited 
thefe objedV^ lo ^c ui, the bl?ckeli hue, a^d filled 
tciy foul with doubts, ^pprdMnrions, i^id forrouf^ 
It was- late,^ wd alntoft e«ery pcTftw h^ retirad, 
wh^p I iwo^^ (voifk mf Tevsrio ^s if frqm a pro-, 
found-. 
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foondllKp. AIlob|e£le itOxiaA rtw were veiled 
in darknefs, and folemn lilence reigned in the 
church. I ftaithcd fOt tlic Count, but could find 
iiim no where, and hallened to t hi: door. On mir 
Way thitter, the faint glimmering of a dying lamp 
made mc obferve a man who was clad in black, 
and placed hinrfelf in the itiidK of the entrance. 
Stepping nearcTj he retired a few pWes to let me 
pafs. When I looked round, I perceived that' he 
tollowcd me cloftty. Having left my fcrrtnt ae 
~ home, and the night being eitrenicty dark, I grew 
apprehenlive', and (lopped in order to let him pal« 
by i but he too checked his pace. I quickened my 
ileps, and he did the fame, and when I (lopped 
agAin he folloA'ed my example. This appeared to 
mc very fmgular and fufpicious, and I addreflcd 
him to know the reafon of his {Irange condu£^, 
but he returned no anfwer. I accolted him 3 fe- 
cond time, when he approacTied me {lowly, look- 
ing intjui^trvcly at me, and exclaiming—** How 
are you, my Lord Duke ?" " You are midakcn tn 
the perfon 1" I replied ; his anfvet wA .■ '< I beg 
joui pardon, I am not miilaken in the perfon of 
your Grace !" •' Indeed you are, bccaufe I am no , 
Duke." " Yes you arc !" he replied with emph^ 
fis. I did not know what to think of the matter. 
I could not fee his face, nor could I remember 
ever to have heard hit \oice. I Hill thought that 
he muil have millaken mc for another perfon, re- 
fuming : •' it is very (Irange that you pretend to 
"know better than mylelf who I am." 

*' Strange, but not impoQible 1 you are the 
Duke of Ca'ina.^' 

" Not yet 1" I replied flruck with aftoniAiment 
— " but who are you ?" 

** A mefTengei ftom the Irilhman." 

Nothing could have furprifed me in a more 

plcadng Tbanntr. i embraced him with rapture. 

. "Then 
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" Then he is yet alive !" I exclMmedrr— *' an* 
where is he ?" 

*' If you are at lelCure. to follow me, you (hall 
liear his hiftory." 

« Tell it mc inftantly, I will foUpw you whi- 
therfoevcr you plcafe." 

" The Irifliman" faid the ftranger as we were 
walking along, " wa? pronounced guihy ol force- 
ry, and at firft condemned to be burnt alive. How- 
ever, his juilgcs receiving fevenil accounts con? 
ceming his perfon and power, which filled their 
hearts with fear and awe, decreed afterwards to 
have him executed privaiclf, in order to avoid all 
"ncedlefs noifc. At the fame time, I ipuft not 
forget to tell you, that they had cmplc^ed every 
means to fccuie his perfon in fuch a manner that 
ills efcape fecmed to be utterly imRHlIibk, having 
ordered him to be removed to a fubterraneous dun- 
geon where he was hung up in chains, and placed 
flrong guards all around his impenetrable prifon. 
Conceive therefore the aftonifliment and terror of 
the judges, when , the executioner was difpatclied 
to behead him in private, and returned with the 
intelligence that he had found the prifon empty.' 

•« Wonderful !— and has it not been difcovered 
by what means he has effefted hia cfcavc ?" 

" Noiwiihftanding tlie moft minute examinati- 
ons having been made, none has been difcovered, 
and in fpite of the moll careful fearches and cnqui^ 
ties, no veftigc of the prifoner has been traced out." 

" But who unchained h'm from his fetters ? hovr 
could he deceive the watchfulnefs of the guards ? 
"how could he find a way through impenetrable 
walls i" 

" That I cannot tell you, fuffice it that he Las 
regained his libeny I" 

" Then it is true, what Amelia's v^et has told 
mc, and what 1 could not believe ; but whcr>: is 
be at prefent i" i •,„,,,,, 



MAGICAL DELUSION. ttxj 

*' He is not far from hence." 

" Not far ? and wh^ does he dcU; to fliew hiin> 
felf to me ? O lead me to him !" 

<« What do you defire of him ?" 

M What do I defire ? I wilh toiknow the fate of 
my tutor ! or can you'pcrhaps give me informati- 
on of it ?" 

*« What do you expcfl to hear ?" 

•< Alasf thai he is d^d !" 

•• You fliall fee him I' 

** Beyond the grave ?" 

'< You Oiallfce andfpeak tohim in this world; 
but at prefcm do not enquire further !" 

"Yourpromife is fuflicicnt. But Amelia?— 
what do you know of her )" 

" It is very ftrange that you enquire fo anxioully 
after thcfc perrons, and entirely forget the object 
ihat ought to be the moll: important to you !"■ 

" The moft important objeft ?" 

" Woe unto the man who is not told by hit 
own heart, that ihis objefi ishis country !" 

" What can 1 do for my country ?" 

" The queftion is not what you can, but what 
you loil/Ao \" 

" But how do you come to afk that queftion ?" 

" I have put this quclUon i6 you, becaufe you 
(hail fee neither the Irifliman, nor your tutor, n,or 
Amelia, if you don't give a deciding anrwcr." 

1 remained filent. 

" Perhaps you doubt the truth of this menace *, 
however, it will certamly be carried uito executi- 
on— as certain as Francifca has bled here inno- 
cently. " 

I looked around. We arrived at the place of 
execution. Entirely taken up with our dtlcourle, 
I had neglected to take notice of the way which 
the (Irangcr had k-d me. His l^ft words pierced 
my heart like a dagger. 

I , I ., LUM)1^jion 
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*' Upon my honour" Taid I, •'< it is my w-.inBc(t, 
finCcteft wifh to fcrve my country ; but confider 
the rcfentment of my father, the duigers which 
fuch a daring (tep would cxpoTc nie to, tke im- 
probability of its fucccfs '" 

The ftra'ngcf feized ihe violently by ihe arm I 
« Ha ! ficklcj inconftsmt young man," he exclaim- 
ed in a different accent, which T indantly kitew 
to be thiit of the Irifhhiati, " do yon fultil your 
promifc thas?" 

I was going to reply, but the word died on my 
lips. I treihbled as if ftanding before a dreadfitt 
being of fupcrior order. 

" Or have you forgorten," continued the Irifh- 
man, " that you have promifed me to eiert eve- 
ry pcwCT in the fervicC of honour and your coun- 
try which groans nnder the unlawful oppreffion of 
foreign delpocifm, while the lawful king, baniflied 
from the throne of his anceftors, languilhes- iii 
inglorious obfcurity ?" 

" The old king ? fliould he r«aliy be alive !*' I 
enquired in a timid whifper. 

" ]f you win fwciir a lolemn oath not to divulge 
the fectet, you thai! fee him, and if the light of 
the rcvettnd hoary man, who is worn down by 
the burden of 108 years, does not make you tlniin 
every nerve to enforce his title to the crown, then 
you do not defcrve to be a ffliah." 

*< Name the place of his abode, that T, may go 
and do homage to him. My life Ifaall be a pledgie 
of my fecrecy." 

" If you come to the foot of the Pyrenees, jicar 
Piimpelona, inquiic after the pious hertnit, and 
when you come in his prcfence, you will be- 
hold the King I" 

" FaleIki," faid 1, with aftonifbment, has told 
me lately of fucH an hermit — " 

[.3,1. J .,l-.(K>';k' 
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« He k the fime pcrKn. There I (tall fee 
your Once again, and deniand a categorical aiv- 
fwcr." 

*' Tou have ftylcd me Dillcc of Ca*na } how 
am I to underftand that l" 

*' You will know it fliortly. FarcweJtl'* 

" He was going to leave me, when fuddenty the 
(ight of the place of execution piit me in mind oZ 
the fate of the unhappy innocent girl. " You have 
been here, faid I — " and yet Francifca died iiino* 
ccndy ?" 

•• The thread of her iifc has been cut afunder 
according to an eternal decree of fate ; I could 
not prevent her execution ; all that has been in 
my power was to favc the honour of the haplefs 
•ficVim ; and I have done her that lad fcivicc; fw 
it wai I who awakened ihe dormant confcienee of 
the villain who perpetrated the horrid deed, that he 
went himfelf to the judge, and difcovered the 
guilty perfon." 

•■ So faying, the Irifhman left me, and wa$ in. 
ftantly out of fight. 

"1 haftened to the Count, who had been return- 
cd long before me, and was waiting for me with 
anxious apprehenfion. •' The fight of the fune< 
Til," faid he, •' produced fuch a dreadful impre£- 
fion upon my mind, that I could not remain ai 
the cathedral ; but where have you been all the 
time ?" 

•• With the Irifhman P 

" A fudden rednefs flulhed in the pale face of the 
Count when I pronounced thefe words; he mca.- 
furcd me awhile with gazing looks, which feemed 
to enquire whether I was ferious or jefliinf. 

" Upon my honour, dear Count, I Have feen 
the Irilhman and converfed with him." So faying 
1 related to him at large the incident. 

VoL.L K "Then 



:aio , THE VICTIM OF 

<• Then he hu made good what he promifcd 
'when he was taken up I the Count. exclaimed 
jojfullf when I had iiniflied mjr account. The 
apparition of the Irifliman was balfain to the 
ileeding wound which his heart had received by 
the deaui of Francifca. 

«Now I Taw clearly what dcfignsthe Unt/itmit 
had upon me, and ftill a fccrct inward Toice con- 
tinued vhifpering to me, not to fuffcr myCelf fo 
be entangled in fo dangerous an undertaking. 
However, the Count difpelled my doubts. '* Whu 
the IriOiroan," faid he, " has performed as yet 
is an indubitable proof that he is endowed with 
fupematural powers. His mental faculties are as 
much fupcrioT to ours as his aftonifliing power, 
I think therefore it will be lefs dangerous to fol- 
low his guidance, than to oppofe his will. Or do 
you fancy that the Irilhraan will engage in any un- 
dertaking, thefuccefsof which he has not calcu- 
lated exa£tly ? In fuch a head no plan can be en- 
gendered, which cannot be carried into execution. 
The mark at which he aims is undoubtedly always 
the belt, and the means he employs to attain it 
are certainly the fafell that can be dcvifed. His 
wiUom is the greatell Iccurity to me, that he 
only will undertake what he can perfonn ; and his 
power, that he will be able to execute fuccefsfuUy 
what he deGgns." 

«• Sut will hia power alfo proteA me againlt 
ihe rcfentnient of my father, or his wifdom find 
means to conceal ftom him my undertaking ?" 

<• Is the latter not probable to you ? At leaft 
to me it is ; for concealment is the channel 
through which the Irifliman ufes to a£l. Your ac- 
tions too he will conduA through that channel, 
and tender it impollible they (hould come to the 
knowledge of your father." 



MAGICAL DELUSION. ttt 

*■ Ifhecanpromifethatt then I am detemuii' 
ed." 

*'l was furprifed at the joy which the Count diTo 
played on account of my refolution, and we deter- 
mined to fet out in two days for the abode of the 
royal hermit. Prcviout to our getting into the 
carriage, 1 received a letter from the magiilrate, 
who informed mc that a dangerous illncfg hadpre- 
vented hitq from acquainting me fooner that the 
Irilhman had efcapcd from his prifon in a mo(t 
myftetioutand unaccountable manner. This con- 
firmation of the miraculous efcape of ll»c Irifti- 
man, was nn additional incitement to me to acce- 
lerate our journey, and we arrived on the fourth 
evening after our fetting out at the place of our 
dcdinaiion. We enquired without delay For the 
piouihermit, and loon found himout. ITiefirfl 
fight of the hoary reclufe convinced mei that the 
garment of a monk concealed a king, 

" I had no fooncT told him who we were and who , 
had fent us, than he welcomed us cordially and 
led us to fais cell. . There he treated us with a Am- 
ple frugal fare> and liftened attentively to a brief 
account which 1 gave him of my adventures. 
Having finilhed my tale, he led us to the inner 
cell, where, as Paledci had told mc, the pi^ure 
of the Uiikntvnt was fufpcnded over the altar and 
covered wiih a curtain, which being removed, he 
ufkcd me, ** whether I ku6w whom it was to re- 
prefent ?" 

" It is he, it ii the UiiknoivnV I exclaimed; 
and to fpealc the truth, no lilcenefs could be more 
ftriking. It refembled him to the highell degree, 
with only that difference that the drefs was in the 
Arabic fafhion. •» Thus," faid the king, " he 
looked when I faw him the firft time after the un- 
fortunate battle in Africa, where I fdl from my 
horfe, dangeroufly wounded. I found myf|^£in 
K a hia 
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liis arnii when I rccovereit from a fainting fit| at a 
great didance from the field of battle. He was 
the benevolent Samaritan who poured oil and wine 
in my wounds, and nurfed me during my illnefs, 
till I recovered my health. In order to enfure my 
fafety.'Iic propagated ihc rumour of my death, 
and ordered £omc of his people to bring him the 
body of a chrillian which was entirely disfigured 
by nutubetlefi wounds, pretending it was my 
corpft. That hody he put in a cheft, and careful- 
ly marked the place where it was buried with a 
heap of Itqnes. When my kingdom was ufurped 
by thtf Sp * • • (h crown, gOTcrnmem ordered my 
fuppofird corpfc to be removed from the place 
where it wag known to have been buried to B • 'm, , 
and to be folemnly entombed in that town. 

" In(tru£led by my bcnefaflor, I learned the 
Arabic language, aftronomy, and natural hiftory. 
Ht at the' fame time communicated to me fome 
medical arcana, to the application of which 1 owe ' 
fl)y long life, and which nas enabled me to cure 
many difeafcs that generally are thought incurable* 
By thefe means 1 alfo have acquired the name of 
the Wonder-working hermit, by which I am 
Itnown in all the neighbouring towns and vil- 
lages. 

'* Hlermanfor (for thii was the name of my 
benefa^or) led,, in a par^difiaral fpot, a retired, 
fotitary life. The greatell part of his time he 
fpcnt in my company. There Were only two hours 
of the day when 1 could not fee him, at twelve at' 
nOon and at midnight. At ihofe hours he always, 
retired under fome pretext or other, and I could 
find him no where, in fpite of my unremitted en- 
deavours to explore the place of his retirement. 
Iliad attempted fevcral times to fpeak to him on 
that point, bui pcrcfiving that he always alTumed 
a vcrv fctious iui-k whenever I put that qucAion to 
liimj 
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him, I did not dare to ftart it any mori:. flowi:- 
yCT, I watched fccrctly every opportunity of an- 
fblding that myftery. An accident gave me at 
,lingth an oppoitunity (o fatisfy my curiofity. Otic 
evening I was .in purfult of a beautiful fky-blue 
ferpent, and when I thought at length to lay holtf 
of my game, it flipped through my hands into a' 
bulh. I forced my way through the underwood,- 

* and difcovered the.entrance to a low grotto, wh>ch 
ted to a fmall Hair-cafe under ground. I went 
down, templed by. curioflty, and came to an iron' 
door. All my endeaTours to force it open were 
.^uitlefs. As I vii (landing before the dooTj I 
heard fuddealy a- loud noife like the roaring of the 
fea, but could nat difcover any thing elfe. How- 
ever, I fancied I had traced out the place to which 
Hiermanfor retircdr ami went away fatisfied with' 
tnj difcovcry, cxpefling to know the relt at ttrelve 

. o'clock at night. With that view I concealed my- 
felf againft midnight in the neighbourhood of the 
grott9. jtlicrmanfor appeared with a dark laR* 
thorni and paficd me without perceiving that his 
ftepa were watclicd.- 1 heard him open the iron- 
door, and (hut it again with a trenxaidous iioifc.- 
I defcendcd the ftair-cafe w'lth timid Cleps,- fcarCely 
^Ting to fetch breath. The iron door wai, (hut* - 
hpwev^, a crack which 1 difcovcred af cer -3 long 
fearch enabled me to fee the inner pan of the cf- 
vcro. Anold funtly lighted vault prefeated itfelF 
to my iii^uilJtive loob ; three btsck cufhions were 
placed in tbe middle. HiercDanfor flung himfelf " 
.upon one of them, folding his hands, ai'>d feemcd 
to^ajf fwTCntly. After an interval of about five 

. minutes* he rofc and went to-the dark back part 
of the vault. He returned with flow fteptaoda 
pale countenance, carrying a IkuU in his right,^ 
and a cryllal goblet in his kft hand. He (Pepped 
before a lamp which was fufpended to the ceiling, 
K i pour- 
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pouriog fometbing vtiicb feemed to be blood out 
cf the IkriJl into the goblet. HI& natsic feemed to 
revolt sgainft the noifome bercrage } faowevcFf be 
emptied the goblet with one draught, tlretched 
bimfelf upon the cufhioni Ihut his eyes, and wu 
motionlefs. At once I heard a luflling, and two 
white figures appeared, placuig themfclves upon 
the cuftiionii by Hiermanfor's fide. They appeared 
to be two new animated corpfe», which h^jull 
left the grave. No fooner had they touehedhim', 
than hcarofe, looking at them in a manner which 
plainly proved that he was ufed to fee fuch objedls 
of horror. I concluded from the motiton of flier* 
manfor's lips, that he waa talking to one of the 
white hgures, however, I could not hear the leaft 
found. Alittie time after, he turned to the other 
iTgurc, and fccmeil to be convcrling with it too. 
At once his countenance wag ovcrfpread with a 
dark gloom, he begati to tremble, the apparition 
arofe^ the faint light of the vault fuddcnly encreaf* 
cd to a glaring biigbmers, which in a momeRi wai 
fwallowed up by the Llackeft daiknefs ( the ground 
beneath my feet began . to Ibake, a thundering 
neife'flruck lAy ear«, I heard Hiermanfor fcream 
violently. I w»s feized with a chilling tremor, 
ran up the (leps, and arrived in my apartment al- 
moll deprired of the ufe of my fenfcs. 

<• I lay fleeplefs in my bed all nightlong, atiil 
when morning began to dawn, Htermaalor en> 
tered my apartment to tell me that he was obliged 
to leave me 2 few days, and bade me a tender 
farewell, cautioning me kt the fame time to be on 
' my guard during his abfcnce. He departed^ and I 
' negtcAed his kind advice. Youthful tfaoughtlcft- 
'nefslcd me the next day after his departure fu- 
ther from my abode than it was prudent ; fbme 
Saracens who had feen me in the fatal battle, 
which bad almcft coft me my life, difcorered and 
feizcd 



ftited'me. Fortonatcly they miftook me for'*, 
ChriltUn general, not Airpeaing that I was _the\- 
king, who gencTallr was believed to have foil his' 
life in the field of battle-/ I fliared the fate of 
their fJavca, was forced to work very hard, and to' 
fiiffer the mod crlicl treatment, till at length Hicr- 
oianfor redeemed me, paying zn immenK fum tm 
my liberty. 

' " I cannot defcribe the fcntimcnts which I en- 
tertained for my bencfaAor fince that night wheir' 
I had watched him. Although tny gratitude re-, 
mained unaltered, yet my love for him was con- 
ftraincd by a kind of awe, which in his prefence 
bordered on anxiety. He fecmed to obfcrve it, 
as I perceived by fomc qoeftions which he occa- 
(ionally flartedi however, I had not the courage 
to return a frank anfwcT.— His condu^ towards' 
me fuffered no alteration, but my notions of hinv 
were changed. I was aware that there was a djf- 
tance between us which Tendered his convetfation ' 
painful to me. My temper made me unfit to re-- 
lilhthe retired peaceful life which he led. The 
fire of youthful ardour, and the fpur of honour, 
ftimulated me violently to mix again in the varie- 
gated butlle of the world : I would (lay ho lotiger 
with him, and declared to liim that I was deters' 
mined to travel." 

" That you fhall," Hiermanror replied, ** but 
yoii (halt travel to your kingdom, in order to re** 
afcend your throne i" — " However all his atju-' 
menti and perfuaJians were thrown away upon me^ 
and I was firmly determined not to return to my' 
country before 1 fliould have fignalized myfeif by 
fotnc g^eat feats of gallantry ; the idea of meeting', 
thofe who had fo llroilgly difiliaded me froni the' 
cruCade aguqft the infidel, being too humiliating, 
tA my lofty mind. 

I :„i- I .A.(K>tjk 
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'! Il was utterly impvobakle that I ever flioiild 
tie able- to bibt out, by » £»oiid viAotious cr(i£)de, 
jhefliaine of a loft battle, having loA my whole 
army and the Sower of my luiighti. My plan* 
^erefore, was firA to acquire fomc renowir in fo- 
reign countries by the valour of aiy aroiv and ihcit 
Id return to my counuy, crowned with honour. 
Hi^rmahfoT cautioned me in vainagaintl lepen- 
lancfl, which .w«i]U 'conie too l«tc. I penfificd 
inmy refolutioR, and travelled. 

*< My benefactor accompanied me. A faithful 
lyftoryof my travels wwUdy at the (iunetirae^ be 
a hiliory of bis miraculous (keds. Uowever^ 
fome days would fcarcely be fuHScient to. delineate 
uiilya IhtKtflEetcb of his wonderful exploits} one 
incident, which happened on our way to Algiers 
may, ihenefoTe, fuffitx lo a^rd you a juft BOtion 
of the power of iliat (ingularmaii. 

'* TraveUla^ one day through a little woodt we 
jteiceiyed in the thicket a young man, who feemed 
to be the Ti^im of the malt pungent grief, wd 
itrit^lingwithdefpair. Hit face was emaciv^^t 
his rklit hnnd vis afraid with » poniai4i aiul his 
eyesniire4 ^il^ly at it. W« appnuch^d without 
- his pcTceiuifg ti)$, ii) tlie yptj momeiu when ite 
wa»g«ing loplmjgeihi: dagger in hisheaTf. lar- 
Tcitedhis hand, and wrelled the fattaj inHrpment 
from him. lie droyp^ Utiit:Wr in my pras. 
B»ying'wiA grtaf. difficiilty rfftoncd him w ibo 
iL^e^ bia fenfe% we parfuuled twu» ilftCF rfpcsteql 
Cri^tl^iJi prajcz^, tjo rflaut .{o Hf tiw hiitfH^ftad 
cui^iH^ )iis.d*fp»w. »* I aMth«'(ftapf tbc&ft 
olbcCT of Itflte (H Algicrpi my sam* is Mqigw. 
£1} heart pavu* for the 4ai4{ht£r «f thy Pcf f >pd 
• ht^ ior mc. tin inibtf was pnT| tPi Wd «f" 
proTcd of oar mutual flsuDf, till a ^^lerfttl rival* 
Benharad, a Mauritanian prince, camc lot his. 
c«un. Ue courted the hvid of my millrcfs^ and 
tb« 
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■ die Dcypromifed togivehimhis <Iaughtei ! a mar- 
riage. Neither the former promife i^hich be had 
given met nor the tears of the haplcfs girl, could 
fhakc his mind, and to-morrou' evening my mif- 
trefs ii to b? married to my rival." 

" I»thc pej fond.of liisiJaughter?" Hierman* 
for enquired. 

" He doata on her, however pride and ambiti- 
on have rendered him cruel." 

" Thou (halt have her."" . 

" A convuUTyc fmile of the young man, and 
his lookS) wh^ch were e^zing at the ponied tn my- 
band, proved how little confidence he repof? d in - 
that promife ; however Hiermanfor fSon re-kind- 
led, by the power of "his perfuafion, the dormaQC" 
hope in the heart of the young if»an. Who is nqt , 
witting to believe what he ardently wilhca ? hope 
ciimfoned the paledieeks of MorgiiD, - 

'* Hicrnianfor alked mrthe next momiiig whe- 
ther 1 had no deCire to try my fortune at a tourna- 
ment, to which Pfnharad had invited the nobles 
and knights of Algiers, in order to prove-by thfS 
valour of his arm, th^hewaSnorunderervingthp \. 
beautiful daughter of the Dey'? I-accepred h^ 
propofai with plcafure. - When I was going to en- 
ter the lilts,- he wilhcd me once more fuccefs, anjl ■ 
difappear«d intheihrongof the numerous fpefta- 

Thc Dey himfelf iionijiired the tournament with 
his ptefeiice, his daughter teing fcatcd at his right 
hand. The charms of her beautiful perfon were 
heightened by the dazzling fplendour of her attire } 
however the fuffering& of Ul-fated lore had bleach> 
ed the rofes of her cheeks. She beheld with indif- 
ference ^he valour of Benharad, who conquered 
one antagonilt after the other, which increafcd 
my vexation at this fight. I met the proud vi^r 
with jaj lance, in order to avenge the conquerec' 
K S knighl 
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bnight. He Tufhed upon me like a temped, an J 
the blow which I received wat (o Tehement, that I 
maintained the faddle with difficulty* while mj 
lance had been {hirercd to atomi by the ihicid of 
the immoveable Mauritanian. 

" Emboldened by fo many vitlories, Benharad 
challenged one knight after the other, however 
none of them would rilk a fecond time the fliame 
of being unhoifed. He was already going to ap- 
proach the throne of the Dey, in order to receive 
the prize from the hands of his beautiful daugh- 
ter, when fuddenly a comely youth niflied forth, 
oScring to fiffht the proud contjuvor. The new 
comer attrafted the notice of the whole aflcmblcd 
irultitude. Hit face was covered with a black 
malk, and on his Oiicld was written with goldctt 
chara^ers, *■ My antagouift will have Aifficienf 
limc to fee my face when he is conquered." 

" This is Morgan 1" was the general exclama- 
tion. ■* It if Morgan ! fecnied the fparkling eyes^ 
and the glowing cheeks of the princefs to fay. 

"Thou art the man whom I have been fceking 
for in vain!" Beriharad exclaimed, "I know 
thee by thy ibupe, in fpite <^ thy dirguifc. Mife- 
Table braggard I if female beauty is- to be the 
prize of valour, then my arm ihall teach thee 
who of us is moft worthy to receive it!" Tht 
maflccd knight was going to throw his lanee at 
the proud Mauritanian in lieu of an anfwcr i 
howtver, Bcnharad got the ftart of him, darting 
his lance athisamagonift, and would have pierced 
him if he had not faved lumfelf by a Cudden turn. 
Benharad's horfe was wounded mortally by the 
lance of the maiked knight^ and fell to the 
ground. 

" The motions and looks of the priocets befpoke 

pbinly her rapture, fienhaiad darted up, foaming 

with rage, and drew hit fwoid i the maiked 

knight 
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Idnight' alighted inftaatly and did tbe fame.. A^ 
flinous combat enfued, and after it had beeor 
undeciding a long timCf Benhaiad was dange- 
roufly wounded in his right arm, and carried- 
away by his . Efquires, exhaufted through the 
lofg of blood. The malked knight approached 
the fteps of the throne, in order to receive the 
wcU-^amed prize ;' he received it from thetremb' 
ling hands of the pTineefsj amid the loud accla- 
mations of the fpedfators;'howbver, a death-lilcft 1 
general filence enfued when the conqueror remoT- 
ed the made, and an unknown face furprifed the; 
multitude ; for it was not Morgan, but ■ - - 
Hiermanfor. 

"He took advantage' of'the general- (ilence,- 
«• Daughter of the powerful Dey P he faid, " I ■ 
accept gratefully the prize from your. hand ; how- 
ever, I pray' that the latter may be the rciyanj,' 
of Morgan^ for whom I'have taken up. arms in'' 
order to humble his proud rival." ' 

'•The Dey replied with haughty fconi' : "Mor- 
gan has no claim to my daughter, nor to the valour " 
orthyarms.- fiothare the property . of other pcr- 
fons.* 

"And whole fjOgmfU^ the hand of your'' 
daughter?^" 

••Bcnharad'sl" ' 

" But did not Benharad himfelf fay that female ■ 
beauty was to be the prize of valour^ and who was ■ 
conqueror ?" 

•• Neither ' Benharad nor Morgan I but I am ' 
mafter." So faying, the Dey rofe with evidertt 
marks of anger. 

" Be a father too!" Hiermanfor exclaimed, • 
■<' thy daughter loves Morgan, and he returns her ' 
love i he would have proved to-day by deeds 
howmuch'he deferves her hand, if the angiufh' 
of dilappointed lore had not confined bim to the 
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b^d of (icknefs, . Thou had one time approved 
rfte tnntu^ lore of tfnt noble couple, crown now 
rtieir feficitjr by ihy confbm to, their wnion." 
■^ Hat traitor, trho {rrcromdl to terminate with 
borrowed arms the differences of oilier people, 
■who art thoa that thou dsreft to prefcribe taws 
tome?" "Thou (hall foon know who I am."* 
Hicrmanlfor replied with a menacing loot, 
and wa; going to retire, when the Dey exclaimed 
in'a fpriouG accent : <• Guards, feize the trairer, 
cbriflile him in the darkcft dungeon, and to- 
morrow let turn publicly be caft before the- 
lions." 

<' He Was inftantlv' fi:ized and dragged to the 
priron) however, he had gained bis aim, for: 
Senhzrad^ wohd^ appcsired to be mortal,.. and tbe- 
itedrlidg was pollpencd, 

. '• The dsw'fojlowing, I went to the place where 
the molt Hiadting death awaited j^'cnnanfor* 
The fpot wliere hi; was to be ilcvoured bj the ra- 
venous beaAa was enclofed wtth a {tiong iroit 
tailing, .and fuwoBndcd bjr a-numbcilcfs crowd' 
of fpeftators. The Dey himfclf appeared, io- 
order to faiisfy his burning thlrft foe rcwnge^ 
by the fight of (hat horrible fpe^lacle. Uierman- 
for was led fortb. The lions falutcd him from- 
theif receptacles with a dTsadful roaring y bow> 
etei, his couutenafice befpoke a firm unfbakem 
rEfolution, 'which did cotJeaTC him when, on a. 
given figna), an ir&n grate waa opened, and a 
lion jvhofe red rolling eyes threatened death and 
deftmf^ion^waskt loofr. Hiermanformetbisfoe 
nnarniedi ihtuCted his arm between his wide ei- 
ivided jaws, and the lion fell dead to the ground. 
The Bey rrew pale. Hicrmanfbr turned towards, 
him aBd mdi *'thou knoweft bow who I aoi^ 
do not force mc to make fhe fenfible of my power %. 
give 

Cj.l; :i-,Xi(K)^k' 
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'gWe thy cDnfatit to thjr daughter*! oima wkb Mor- 

■ "Thefc words, which were pronounced in& 
menacing aec^,. j»co»ok^ fbe pfidc of the 
Dej. - . 

*< Let us lee," faid lit, *? whethex thjr power' 
can (land the teft." At the fame time h« ordered^ 
a feco^d.lion to be let loo|Je vpon Ihw. Tbefcro* 
dons aniWl darted at iHitvataf^, but Aivacd 
the fa.te of tiii coin?&de. 

•■ A generataltqni^bJN^ f(i3«d tibe gtzu^ fpec*- 
tators i the Dey i^ft W i»lf»e i™ «ffai «in©|iw, 
and ordered the, co;i^er9r j>f the U«ih to. follow^ 
lyro. He led him to the moft retired apaRMcnt 
of hi» pxhcc, and qucftionfd "^ttidi' abenb.bis- 
power. 

•< Mv power," HiermanfoT r^fdied* " bM-bsen- 
grantcd tne by AHat^in (»fWr to cyrb' the pride 
of the powcrfut^ and to rajfc the opfiKfl^d *aee 
fiotnthe AaH. fieadvi(c(j,^ndun)teihy daugbtec- 
to Morgan." 

" Fear alarmed the heart of the Dey. he 
tiemblcd at the powerful Un]uio\ony howorer, 
pride and ambittoa prei-ailed over his fear. Uc 
refufed to confent to Uicrmanfar'g pr^^tofil. 

"Thclattci was joing to. rfitire., Wtths Dqr,, 
who feemfid to apprehend dccsdful confcquences 
from his lefcntmcnt, took hiio kindly t>y ti^ handy 
and faid» " One half of my empire ia at thy com- 
mand, only fuSer ^w to follow tny indiaadon 
io this point!" 

" Hapginefs i( the will of Allah— thine to.ren- 
der two human betnga mifentbtc—'aad-one of thcoL-. 
is thy daughter." 

*' She toU not be miJeraUe, the proofs of 
time will calon her pai&on i. Ihe will lorgec Mor- 
gan-" 
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•<Tbou. art- miftaken; My looks penetraW 
^Iherinto futuriir than tbine.- Grief will kiQ) 
Ber," 

'•Ohthou tO'Whom fdpcTnatuTal'power'IiTS' 
been granted, canH thou devife no means to cure^ 
her of that fatal pafTioni for li cannot change my; 
refoluEion t" 

« Hicrmanfot'^ feemed to medit^e. "I will' 
cooipofe a bcTerage," feid he, aflengdi, •< that' 
will cure her of her pallion.^' The Deyemhwced' , 
him with marks w^ rmpmroua }oj. "Hie potion ' 
was prepared, the princel«-dTatTk' it, and wentur 
bed- The next mominrifljle wufonnd dead. 

«The intelligence of ner death ^Imoft broke the' 
heart of her father. He tarehis (Hvcr beard, and ' 
promifcd immenre lewardt to the phyGdaiis, if' 
they (hould be able- to rekindle the dormant fpark : 
of li£e i but hit' ravingi and his- promifes- were 
fruitleb}. the fpirit of hi* daughter feemed to ' 
have takea-its flight to the manfioni of eternal - 
reft.. 

" Hicmianfor,- on<whofe head had been fet^ 
an immcnfe price, was fearched cvciy irtierc, . 
but could' not be difcovered. At length' be made - 
his appearance Toluniarilyi The light of him re* 
duced at once the' rage of the D<ey, who ftared > 
fpeecfalers at'him. <■ lliou didft defitt me," 
Hicrmai)fDr faid, •* to- cure thy daughter of her' 
paGion}4l.havc executed ' thy comihand. No'' 
other meana were fulEci<nit to -extirpate her lore \" ' 
*< Return, my child, to me!" exclaimed the' 
Dey : ••' Retumi me my child!" " Thar anguifli ■ 
may kill her a-fecond time J" Ifiermanfor re- 
plied, " No t no I I {hall leave ihce to the con- - 
Sequences of thy ftubbomnef; ! thou deferveft to 
end thy-life childlefs." SO' faying he- offered to' 
go, but wa» flopped. «*■ Villainoua. tnutor!"' 
'oared the Dey^^^tbe molt agonizioK death 
fiuJl' 



MAGICAL DELUSH>>T. s^s 

(hall be the putiifliinent of thy treachery, and 
thou (halt expire under the molt excruciating tor- 
ments, if thou doll not inftantly recal mj child to 
life." Hiermanfor looked at him with cold con- 
tempt, and did not deign to return an anfwer. 
The hey thnvr htmfclf oahift knees, conjuring 
him with weeping eja and amid heav^ groans to 
refulcitate his chad, and offered one half of his 
kingdom as a reward. ** Keep thj' kingdom I" 
iaidUietmanfoi^ "and fwear a folemn oath tO' 
marry thy dau^»r to Morgan,, and I will recall 
hertoliKl" The whole- court was aflemb4ed, 
Morgan fummoncd to appear,, and the Dey fwore 
folemnly to marry his daughter to hini. Hier- 
manlbr knelt down by the bed of the deceafed,. 
praying fetvciH I y,. and then took her by the hand.. 
No liioneBhadi he. touched her than flie b^an to~ 
move. The rofc»>of her cheeks returned, and flic 
opened her eyes- in^ Morgan's arms: th^^Gght of- 
her lover rellDred her to Ufeand recollc^iop, and. 
the darling of her hcartfeenKdready to die with 

" Hiermanfor gazed joyfully atthe charming^: 
fcene, which was his wtnlci but when Morgaa 
recovered from his traqce, ami wanted to thank>. 
the author of hit blifs, he -retired fuddcniy, and 
wasfecnno more. The day following, the loving, 
pair celebrated thefcaft of eternal union." 

Here the king paufed awhile, in order to let the 
firlt imprclfion of this extraordinary tale pafs over,, 
and then he continued his narrative. 

*• My fondnefs for travelling and advcnturce- 
abatcd by degrees. The years of youthful ardor 
were pafTcd away. My calling to the throne and 
the deGrc of re-viGting my fubjcfU awoke power- 
fully in my foul, particularly when Hiermanfor 
told me, that already^ three impoitors had dared ta 
reprefeu' 
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teprrfcnfr my'-pcrfoir/andio claim tiic fway otm"- 
Port»*"l. But the Very fame rcafons which- 
furred mc toTClurnto my kingdom, wete re- 
prefcntedto mo by Hiermanfor as a juft ground ' 
for pollponing the execution of my delign. 
M One would miftake you for the fouilh impof- 
tor," he faid ; "or at lead thf king of I5p**a 
would leaTC n6 flone unturned to reprefent yott- 
in that light." He advifcd nlc to wait for a 
tetter opportunity,' and to prefeme the ftri£teft 
incognito. He then accompanied me to a tno- 
naftery, where he took! eave of mc with thit re- • 
"queft to await hii return. However, mydefire t«' 
rerifit my patcnial foil and my fubjcfls mcreaf- 
-ed erery day. I thought Hiermanfor's apprehea- 
-fioniover' anxiouB. The truth and jufticc of my 
'caufe I fancied Would plead in tny behalf, particu' 
;!arly as my perfon was di(linguj(hed by marks which ■ 
«Qutd not but conSrm my affcrtion of being the 
identical king who was fuppofed to have been. 
Ittllcd. in fliort I conquered cverj" doubt, and 
travelled towards the confines of my kiogdom, , 
without waiting for the arrival of iriy kind' pro>- 
teaor. 

■ *'Hicnnarifor was at that time at Lif* *n, the:* 
capital of my kingdom, and knew of my defi|n, 
bldiough he was then far diftant ' from me. He 
endeavoured to promote (be execution of it, 
.though I had deferred his refentment, beeaufe 
V hud ncglcfted his advice. With that view he 
went, in the difguife of a monk, to the Prince of 
fir* " " • za, in order to perfuade him to favour 
my caufe ; but feeing that the Prince leemed to 
be dilintlincd to lend his afBftance to the execu- 
~tion of my plan, he waited for a more favourable 
opportunity of being ferviccable to me, and fooa 
found one. The people had been provoked by 
the oppreflion of the king of Sp * * n in fuch a 
manner^ 
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manflCT, tlut a conrplracy was formed and IwkI 
complaints were uttered. Hicrmatiror, dilguU<d 
in fhc garment of a monk, went from place to 
placCj eiiileavouring to raife a kind of rsligiout 
endiutiafm in my behalf, and to enilame the anatts 
of the multitude. 

" No fooiier had the news of that fermentalioii 
penetrated to V«n**e, wheie I tWn refided, 
(iian 1 public)f declared who I was. I was fum- 
nMned before th>: fenatc, tbr^ugli tlie Inftigiui(»i 
of tile Sp * * *{h miniltcr, in- order to prove tiie 
identity of my pcrfon-' I did it in the clearcib 
manner, and fieverthclefs wjs intprilbiictl thres 
years till ;ny procefs was fitiilhed. Alas I if .you 
knew whi^t artifices my dreadful judges made ufe 
of to conviS me. of impofition, and ,uhat means 
the king of bp • " n employed to njjn inc, yon 
would not be able to refu^ me a tejr »f pity. If 
I )iad not revealed fccreis which I could not pof- 
fibly have kuown if I, had not been the perfon 
wW 1 really ami if I had beeu couvi^cd of dte 
l^^lt faJifehoodt and if icvt^y dreuaiftaocc had 
t)ot con^rnted the ^ruth qf mj ulfcrtion* My lif« 
wov]d have bfieii Lg^ inevitably'" < 

<< Ajeanwhile t^isrniaufoc emUavouTcJ to Uoxr 
tip th^ Cre whigh i>« had lighted in iha heads and 
li^arte of my f>euple, paxtjy through pamphlet* 
>(jiich he h4d pri«t<id a-ni difpetfcd among the 
muUitudc, :a«d.4W(ly by die arts of oral petftui- 
fum. It Witf .he whp caufcd tb.s auiacuious bell 
at Vcnezuplla t* bt rung* that very bell which 
yi»» b«liev!«d;ito ting fnta itfelf prcvioully tp An 
ilppeauUqg great «v(«tt whichisto lUppen: it) the 
rpyal faiwly, or the kingdom. la. one word, 

. liiftnuaufof had left so. Itooe unturned to itir up 
lOy, [ukytiiv [n fny J^halft he ewctt peri^d^d 
tlw king of rr'.'fcc iojistercede fur me. My jwdgcs 

' »ot belpg able (a refift «ny .longer ihc loud ami 
potfttful 
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powerful intcTceflioR of thofc who demanded my 
libeitT, ordered at length the gates of my prifon 
to be thrown open. It is very fingnlar (hat I 
was declared iunocent, and neverthelcfs banifhed 
the territory of the Republic; and not lefs fin- 
golar it is that I was allowed eight days for the 
preparations for my departure. 

«' I hefitatcd fomc days which of the two 
roads leading to my doTniitions I. (hould chufc. 
' Hicrmanfor propofed to me to go by fca i however, 
the greatell number of my friends dtfluaded me 
from it, and advifed me to go by way of ri"^*ce. 
I adopted the latter opinion, and thus delivered 
myfelf fooliflily into the hands of my enemies i 
for I liad no fooncr entered the Ft»"**inc domini* 
ons, than 1 was known, in fpite of the dref* 
of a Dominican friar in which 1 was difguifed, 
arrcfted, and delivered up to the Spanifli goveriL* 
inent," 

Here the king Hopped ; his countenance was 
ev£rff)read with a melancholy gloom, and the 
fad recollc^ion of hift misforttmet, feemed to 
oKerpowcrhim. " O, Hiemianfor 1" he refumed 
at length, " Heavea has puniOied me dreadfully 
for having jlcgk^led td follow thy advice ; my 
difobc4iienge has deprived'meof my crown an^ 
liberty. O, my benefaflor, in vaift haft thoa- 
dclivered me from the power of my dreadfuf 
judges^ and paved the rofd (o crown and fceptre 

1 have myfelf deftKiyed thd Work of thy 

wililom <" He could nut proceed farmer. 

I proftrated myfelf before hlnty and exclaimedr 
** O, my Lord and Ktng ! ' yovr happiex days fliaU- 
return once more. Providence has not pT«fervc<t 
your life in vain above a century i your hmrj' 
age appears to me to be a pledge of better dayt< 
"Ine prclimt cfntury will atone for the injuftics' 
uf that which u palt. Uiermanfor is j,et alive> 
and. 
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and I can boldly exhort yon to repore.your con- 
fidence and hope in him. And if 1 am defined 
to afTiH in rebuilding the ftrufture of your 
happinefs, I will cheerfully rilk my life for 
you." 

The king feemed to be furprifcd by the euthu- 
fiafm with which I pronounced thefe words t his 
eyes fparkled with tears of joy. He ftrainfd me 
to his bofom, and his rpeechlefs gratitude afle£k- 
ed me more than the mod animated eloquence 
would have done. After a long paufe of profound . 
-filence he rcfumed at length : 

" I will not imbitter this happy hour, fay en- 
larging on ths misfortunes which have rcnoered 
life a burden to me, and befides the proceedings 
of the Sp*'"(h government with regard to me, 
and the hiflory of the ill treatment which I have 
experienced, are fufficiently known. Suilice it 
to fay, that I was at length confined in the caltle 
of St."L**ar. O how frequently have I implor- 
ed heaven to cut the thread of my unhapjiy life 
afunder ; for what advantage could I derive from 
the prolongation of an exigence which was 
fupporied by a little bread and water, and ren- 
dered more painful every day by the fad recol- 
lection of former grcatiiefs and the impolhlulity of 
regaining my hberty ?" 

*tOne dark and tempcftuous night, I had fallen 
afleep on my hard couch, borne ^own with grief 
and Ibrrow, when fuddenly fomebody interrupted 
the grave-like filence of my dungeon, by pro- 
liouncing my name. I llarted up, but the impc< 
nctrable darknefs which furroundcd me did not 
allow me to difcem an obje£l. On my queftiott 
who it was that had pronounced my name, a fud.- 
den ray of light illuminated my prifon, and Hiet< 
inanfor was Handing before me with a laathorn, 
which had been conccsled under his cloak. Uc 
unlocked 
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Dnloclceil my chains and bade nic to follow hint. 
We pafled the guards without being (lopped, and 
1 fancied the whole incident to be a delulion of an 
happy Attam. i was not convinced of the reality 
of *hat had happened to me, until we camp iiito 
ihe ftrect. Hiermanfor provided me with a ixth 
to difguifc myperfon ; we ha(tened in a poft-cbaife 
which was waiting for us, drove away at a furious 
Tate, and arriTed at the frontiers of Port"*"l 
without being difcovercd. Froin thence we pro- 
ceeded to my prefent abode, where Hiermanror 
left me. By his advice I have afTumed this garb, 
uhjjer which nobody fufpeftsa king, who general- 
ly iYbelteved to rot in the peaceful lap of mother 
earthj SnA no perfon cfcept you and my benefador 
knows of the fecret." 

" " And i)0 one fliall know it (the Count exclaim- 
ed) till the Aiouting multitude, hailing their law- 
ful king, (hall ptoctain it aloud. But doei not 
Hiermanfor rifit you now arid then ?" 
■ " Never, Except when^I requeft Hit attea- 
ilance." 

- TheCoftnt andmyfclfftared alternately at otie 
another, and at the king, fci zed with a&oiti(h< 
ment. 

' ■ " Tou don't comprehend me I" feid the king^ 
« 1 will fpeak plainer. Hiermanfor taught me, 
previous to his departure, a fccret which always 
(lis fucceeded in the application, though it is a 
vcfy (ingohr one. 1 kifs this pifluie three times, 
'and pronounce' fome myilcrious words, upon 
which Hiermanfor appears inftaiitly, whexefocTcr 
^ be. Only in the twelfth hoUr of the day and 
iiigfat, I am not allowed to make ufc of that fe- 
cret. It is nowpaft one o'clock, if you will^bc 
convinced of the tnith of my a(rertion, I will, 
•bimmon him hither." 
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The fctiou) nuen ai the King did aot fuficr us 
to fufpcft him beibg in jeft, and yet the matter 
\na (o incFcdible that It feemed to he utterly im-. 
pofTible- Whofc curiofity could h&vc refilled fuch- 
a.chnrm.? We begged the king to call htm, and 
he ftepped befqre the piAure, which «aa fufpend- 
edovcT th« altar doTe to the entrance of the cell. 
Having looked at it in profound filence a long; 
time, he pronounced fome unknown wcvds, and' 
kiffed the pi^ure three times. Suddenly a rBftlingi 
noife arofe, the light in the lamp difappcarcd and 
returned alternately, and a voice behind us ei- 
claimed plainly : •< What. is the pleafure of your 
Majefty ?" We turned round, feiaed with won- 
der and amazement, and faw Hiermaiifor Hand- 
ing in a corner of the cell, as pale as a corple, 
drclTed in a black garment, and wrapped in a- 
fcarlct cloak. 

1 cannot but confefs chat ibc fuddcn apparition 
of the Unkntwn, thrilled me with the fame awful 
fenfations of admiiatlon as his difappearance iiv 
Amelia's apartment. My eyes, which-in vain en- 
deavoured to find out an inlet in the little cell 
through which HIcrmanfor could have entered, 
returned with furprifc to the pcrfon of that «• 
traordinary, incxplorable being, who after a long 

Eaufe of (ilence moved tixwards us and ii^peatcil 
is quelllon to the king. 

. " I have fummoned thee by ths dcfi« of my 
guefts !" replied the latter. 

Hiermanfor turned towards me and faid, 
** What lefolution have you taken ?" 

"To obey blindly your commands!" was my 
reply. 

•' Then hade to Fr*"ce. Let nothmg inter- 
rupt your journey ! nothing! mark well what I 
fay. Endeavour to enter the reOdcnce at night, 
and n«v« appear there In the day time. -Fietend 
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to be an Italian Abbe, who iniendt to flay fome 
time for the lake of amufement, and try to get, 
through the Count, (pointinji at my companion) 
admittance to the Queen. Your requell will be. 
granted as foon as you Ihall hate ddirercd tbeTe 
papers." He gave me a fealed paeket and rcfumed : 
— " However I muft deCre you once more to be 
circumfpcci, and to prcferve the ftri£teft incogni- 
to. Do not enquire for the rcafon of this Cauti- 
0D( which I dare not difclofc. I only can tc)! you, 
that your death will be unaroidable, if the King 
of Fr"*ce, or the Cardinal Rich»**u fliould dif- 
eover who you arc. Don't mind the words and 
aflions of the Queen, farther than th^ will be 
connefled with your commiiTion. Iniift upon your 
requelt, that if^ a rupture between your country 
and the King of Spain Oiould happen, the Fr*'*ch 
government ftiall declare for the former. The 
Queen, who has a powerful influence upon the 
government, neither can, nor will rcfufe your re- 
quell- But if the fhould prefg you to name the 
new claimant to the crown, take care to acquaint 
her with the real one." 

•' But whom fliall I name i"* 

" The Duke of Bta^^za!" 

*• Perceiving my aftonifliment, he examined me 
with penetrating looks, and replied after a fhorc 
paufc : " You have voluntarily rurrendercd to my 
power, but you arc yet at liberty to retire, provid - 
ed you fwcar a folcmn oath never to reveal what 
j'ou know of the myllery. But if you mean to 
pcrfift in your refolution, then give me your hand 
as a token of your fidelity." 

I gave liim my tight hand mechanically. He 
prefled it vehemently, and faid in a folemn and 
lerious accent, " Now you are mine !" Then his 
looks were dircdled to the Count* examining his 
countenance in^uilitivcly. My companion call 
his 
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liis ejca to the gtound, the packet trembled la his 
liandt and he prollrated himfelf at Hicrmanfoi's 
- feet. ••Whofoevcr you be, (he exclaimed) I have 
mlllakcti your perron. I am cuted of mjr error ;, 
and if the rmcereft repentance can atone for my 
grofs miftake, if the folcmn declaration of mjr 
eternal attachment to you can enfure me your for- 
gircncfs, then I (hall not be unworthy of your fu- 
ture confidence !" 

" Rife !" exclaimed Hiermanfar with dignity,. 
" I have forgiven your former errors, a proof of 
which is the commiflion which I have intruded to 
you. Do you think I would confide thefe impor- 
tant papers to a man whom I hate ? . I have 
known you thcfe many jcars, though you knew 
little or nothing of me. If you will fwear eter- 
nal fecrecy, you alfo Ihall know my plan." 

The Count fwore the oath of eternal fccrecy, 
and Hiermanfor continued : 

" The hoary royal Hermit is fupported neither 
by a powerful army nor foreign alike } his caufe 
mud therefore be placed in the hands of a power- 
ful pcrfon. I know no man in Port'"*l who is 
pofTefled of greater authority and power than the 
Duke of Bra*""za. The third part of the kingdom 
is his property ; he is beloved by the multitude, 
who are dclirous to fee him mount ihe throne. The 
Duke will, confcquently, not find it dithcutt to 
wrcft the fceptre from the king of Sp"*!!. It was, 
indeed, no eafy talk to perfuadc him 10 join us in 
our enterprizc ; however, he has promifed, at 
length, to aiUft us by his intercil. The fccre: 
fprings of the revolution arc already in mution* 
and as foon as he ihall have wrefted the crown of 
Port*«l from the King of Sp*"*!], he is to rcf- 
. tore ir publicly to its lawful owner." 

" Are you fure of this feU-denial of the Duke 
of Br^"»za i" 

., ;„- ...tioo^Iai 
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« I sm not ufed to found mj plans on uncer- 
tainties."— Hiermanfof Tcplied, wiih mark; of iif- 
plealurc, •• 1 know that you dcfpife the Puke, but 
you miftale his charafler. His heart i» 'good ; 
the reft you may confidently leave to tny caic." 

■* But what will be the epnfequenee when the 
Queen of Ft""ce ftiall find that {he has been de- 
ceived, and interefled herfeif for another perfon ? 
will not her favour be turnec^ to bloody revenge ? 
will not the Fr**cH government declare againd mf 
county ?" 

" Tne rerenttnent of Ft^'ce will come too 
late. If your country (hall but have fhakcn off 
the Sp****fh yoke, and the king gained a firm foot- 
ing, means then will be found to fruflrate the 
menaces of foreign powers. All that we at pre- 
fent dcfire is, that they may not oppofe tlic erec- 
tion of th^ llrufturc, for when it Ihall be finilhcd, 
it will brtivc by its folidity all external attacks. 
However thefe attacks, very prt)bably, will never 
happen, for it is entirely indifferent to every fo- 
reign power, whether the Duke oi Br'»*"za, ot 
any other perfon, who can prove and enforce % 
juft tide to the crown, keeps polTefDon of it. To 
diminifh the formidable power of Sp"*n, and to 
check it by a new raifed rivals is the intereft of all 
Europe, and no neighbouring power will difhirb 
the future owner of the throne of your country 
in the quJet poffelTion of his di):nity, no matter 
whether he be the Duke of Br"**"za or fome ot 
ther perfon. It is therefore not tlie Duke of 
Ur***«za for whom you are going to gain the af- 
fillance of Fr"*ce J no, it is your country, for 
which you have uudcnaken to inteiefl . yowfelf. 
Hol*"*d, Eng^^'d, and Sar""'ia have been, gain-: 
cd over already to our intereftj. and if Fr^'ce 
joins tlicfe thttc powers, then the revolution will 
be fccure againfl foreign enemies." *- .Ok>;;it 

•' Give 
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<* Give me leave to make one objeAicm ; the 
Queen of Fr'*ce is a fitter of the king of Sp»*n t 
tiow can it be expected that {he will take our part 
againtt her own brother ?" 

(( And fet (he will, from reafons which I an 
not allowed to difclofc. Believe me, my Lord* 
there are incentives more powerful than fuch a 
relation ; nay, occafions may happen when the 
intercll of the blood muft give way to the intereft 
of ftue policy. Don't you think fo too i" 

" I have fwom to obey you implicidy-" 

'■ Tliat oath only binds your will ; you arc not 
deprived of the liberty of thinking." 

•' But of what ufc can it be to mc withont the 
iibercyof acting ?^I facrificc my opinions to your 
better judgment." 

" Then you are determined to depart ?' 

*< With the firft dawn of day." 

•' I wifli you an happy journey ; and when you 
have executed your bufmefs return to Sp**n. At 
the fame time you may reft aflured that your fa- 
ther never will fufpeA your engagement, provided 
you can invent fome palpable pretence or other to 
conceal from him your journey to Fr"*ce. I have 
taken fuch meafures, that no one except the 
confpirators ever can know what you are gmng 
10 do for the revolution ; and even if your ac-- ' 
ttons fhould tranfpirc, yet the whole world would 
believe you to be not only unconaefted with the 
confpiratoTS, but alfo the moft aAivc opponent - 
to the revolution. Yet you will eafily conceive 
that every thing depends on the ftriftelt obcdi- ■ 
ence to the injunctions which I have given you." 

« Undoubtedly I you may have the utmolt re-- 
liance on my pun^uality." 

<* You may expeft to receive the fweeteft re- 
ward if you perform your promife like a man." . 

Vol. J. L "I claim '^ 
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■ << I olafan iw other rawud but tbot wbldi I 
IbaH (ktkc friHn the ceiifoioufhoffl of having aA 
.^fted in bitalung afiniti«r tbe fetters- eflny eottii-> 
try, and rcftoring the htArjr tvfgi becnrit to- hi* 
tlignirr." 

" To«r fcntimtiwa ite henMT to font htart, 
and give yen an >d«Uttansl tMe td the Tweet iCr 
w4rd th«t awaits fouy and #bieh wittlirtMfy tbe 
.me& ardent wiflies of jibur hettrtt'^ 

I rend the meaning of tkife w<ftds in- his 
looks, atid hfe eoald itoi but read in my <blinte- 
iwBcethat I CMtprehcnded the febret fetift of 
his promife. He l^ft me" abrupily, withoiA ftay- 
ifl^ to wHtwtt the erb|ltien df feiriuibns «hich 
made me the hmieit of lAorlialsv T^ roytl 
hermit, who faw him to the ddoiv led ui bJM" 
his fciuM to Mb^t Gclly wkbrehe fiww«<t ils to 
our couch. 

I laid' down, but co^M net Oeep^ My btiTy - 
itltagimiltoH was eniirrly oecdpied' \ttth the love-' 
ly> image of my AHtcIilyand dreimsof haf^heft 
HMch I cxpeAed to reup iii hcf af*[Mit. aeeordinj^, 
to .UkrmwifBr't promifti TUte fweet profpm 
which he bsKl dftcfled to n|e aniiRaMd my whole 
nRtnro with new Ufe*- and infpire^ nde with «' 
tkrA TcMvtieii to io and to (uffer whatever 
Should fall to myJbh My fattey dreA- Atiiella's' 
cMDhMttblg.|»Aiuie with every cfiarm of a&tekyy 
the fc<niee-(a: tlic few houra which 1 had fpent IB- 
hercoUffKMp, with every' forCe of re^ty^ »Rd 
theblifsef fntiAity, witheVcry vartdty of tdcal' 
eo^oyffletit. Ih vdtn -did inf mttidfoitbede toanf 
ftituietmpfedimcAt^} ortinifiotfeHt IiiT« ttffilled'zne 
to cbnqtier htfldJy every Bppr^heiirioti> adi) Hi- 
ermanfgr's power raifed my hope to ^k higheft 
At^a of cntbaGsfm-. Occupied with thsfe 
fw%etnverictt Ifellaflcep agaipft mtKning, an^ - 
had 
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lihd not ffept iA^ hour, «htn theCdUtit fxtiit to 
tell ii\e that it WaB tittit 16 depart. Wg (dole 
1i:a^6 of Otfr ttijiil fabft, Who pmei w^itli Us tHth 
teccpihg eyfti. 
When wt at^iiKcd at rtit iria *li6t4 *fe hatt 

left oifr fcn^ant Mth tlii chalfe, he galrft ttb a 
ti^blcet whfch h^d bVeti fent aftit- Ml br an ex- 
ptek. Ai tban ii I o^thfA it. I foutid At di- 
plonia of iaj diical digility, anS i tetter ftbth 
tnf father, df Which the f611oi#iltg ii ft copj : 

' WhcrefoeVer thofi art, hsfeh to t'he arm* of 
a dying pafeiit, *ho Wifhife td fee . aiid tO Mefs 
thte onfie more. I *rire thift lihci *lth 1 faint 
and trembling haed. On the brink of Eternity* in 
order lo be the Etft pet&n w^ grfeeti yoii as 
Duke of Cd*iiia. f relrijnecl this dignity to you, 
in the prefence of my whole court, is foon at 
my illnels gteiV dangeCoud, ahd had it proctaim- 
cd pubHcty at Ca*ina. Aldi'oUgh I ftoold tc- 
cove^ my heaTth, by th« irste of G'O^, yet' you 
fhall remain Dake> sftid I 

Mafe(iBiso* ViLU'«ftAL.'* 

Whoever has exptritnced the fOrcfe of filial 
love will be able to fotm an idea of my dreadful 
diftrefs. 'Whfcn I implicitly ptomifcd the Uii- 
kAown to travel to Fr"*cc, I certainly cBuU hot 
liaVe thought of &e fumtnOns of a dytng fatlVer j 
ahd this cafe had nOiXr I'ealljr happened; the 
Itrbng'eft mulKreS which (ilia;! duty and gratitude 
cin cnfoVcCj prefixed m't to obey the can of my 
dying parent. What coul*I do in that diftrcf- 
fing lltuatio'n t rttatn to My fa'th'et and hreak 
the foleriin oath I had f#Orfl to the Unknown f 
6r contrniiie ttiy Jowney to Pt^^ce, aad difobcy 
L 2 the 
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,the juft command of my dying parent i No one 
can conceive the dreadful confli^ which tock 
place in mj affli^ed foul. I could come to no 
determination, and fcltj for the fiill timCi tfae 
-galling preflure of the fetters which I had forged 
myfclf, by that vow of implicit obedience. 

I communicated my diflrefs to the Count, who 
iound my dou^s well founded but not indlflblu-. 
ble. " In cafes where difTerent duties crofe each 
other," (aid he, " not the teart, which is a 
bliiid and partial guide, but reafiin ought to de- 
■Ctde, and the latter always will declare for that 
party which is fupported by the Itrongeft argu> 
ments. What motives can you alledge for your 
returning to your father? Filial love ? This fcn- 
timcnt is a facred one ; but is your vow to travel 
to Fr*'*Ge lefs fo ? and are not the duties you 
owe to your country and your lawful king, two 
additional important motives which fpeak loudlr 
for your journey to Fr**cc ? You fee for wlucn 
£de the greatelt number of motives decides; let 
' US now examine whither the weight of motives 
Inclines the fcale. For what putpofc are you to 
xeturn to the arms of your father? in order to 
adbrd bi^ thcplea/ure of feeing you once moie> 
find bellowing his paternal benediction upon you. 
For what purpofe did the Unknown fend you to 
Fr*"cc ? Was it not for the btnefit of your coun- 
try, atwl the lawful king ? What motive is moUt 
important, that of giving plea/ure, or that o£ be- 
\n%ujefui? What duty' is molt prefliog, that of 
fatistying the Wifhes of a father, or that of ac- 
compliihing thofe of one's country? But let us 
now examine the confequences. If you travel to 
Fi**ce, your father may perhaps die without 
having fecn you once more, and this I cannot 
deny, would be painful to you and to him ; how- 
* ever. 
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eicT, his grief will be cured by death, and yout'a 
by time. But how Cduld you repair the damage' 
which your country would receive by your return 
to your father ? It is evident that Hicrmanfor 
intends to make ufc of your alTillance a." a chief 
fpring in the great machine which hia wlfdoW 
has compofed for effefling the reftoration of the 
old King,* and the releafe of your country. What 
would you fay, if you, by obeying the laft com- 
mand of your father, fhould put a (lop to, 6r 
perhaps entirely undo the motion of the machine ? 
or do you know what an important inSiience your 
journey to Fr^'ce may have on its motion ? If 
is at lead certain that Hiermanfor makes ufe of 
that journey as a mean of executing the great 
plan which he has formed ; and how much he 
has it at heart you may conclude from the em- 
^afis with which he has exhorted you not to 
fuSvr your journey to be retarded b^ any thiof^ i 
you promifed upon oath to execute yoA commit-* 
fion faithfuUv, and now you hefitate whether you 
fliall keep or break your promife." 

" I will keep ill" I exclaimed, corcred with- 
lliame. " Yet the powerful influence of {iliat 
Undernefa will excufe my momentary helitation." 

" Tour Grace 1' faid the Count, taking m«- 
kindly by the hand, ** the fweetelt rfwaid awaits 
you. Do you recolleft that promife i" 

This unexpefled turn entirely changed j&j 
whole dirpofition of mind in a moment. I would 
have travelled to Ft'"e, from .motives of duty, 
but was hurried on by a fecrct charm, which 
exercifed a fweet power ovCc my heart, and' 
made me anxious to execute my commiiTton wiih> 
siU pollible expedition. All the delightful en- 
ohaating pi^ures of the preceding night crowd- 
ed again on my imagination } Amelia' feemed' 
^ 3 t.;oo;^i.'^' 
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tvbid me go 10 F"**e, her image eipcKw* tM 
ofm; fattier. Jfwcic4 I hea^d the fxhoiuHm 
of tbc l/nkaofvti, ol mj country and tbe old 
King : ihe vpkc of honogr find love fiienced 
tlM of 3 dying isiixT } the idea that he p^^i^v 
hsd been the c^ufc of my fcpwation from Amelia, 
ihat the deed of which he had been iiccu&d bf. 
tbe «f>paiijJon mighf have alienated f'.=r h«art 
from jQiTi made my blood feroieiit ntth additiow 
nal vtolcncc ; 1 bad no tcH, and ordered the 
f«rvaDt to frepace' for oui departure ivitbout 
delaj'. 

" Not {b r^ ! tnjr I^rd t" faid the Count, 
" you cansQt obej th« commands of your fa. 
tbei; however, youpuebt u Ic^ft; pot tq offend 
Mm- Hi.8 tnvitadon dt&tvits ait cjcufe if you 
dp j\pt accrpt it." 

} vai frnilbh; of the jutlice of bit rei^oacb ; 
hpwever> I coutd find no prcteiu^e which pror 
mifcd » yiAiiy ipy difsbedieoce to hu f om^ 

" I think I have hit vpon ftuncthing tbiH will 
dp," ftid the Co«iit after fome medii^uiion. ** I 
itdnk — biu 1 will go aad fctcje c<ciy tbiHg*^" 

&> faying, 1m left me abruptlf. I couU B»t 
conceive what he was abouu 

After half a» boitf hf retunwd, wifb a fur- 
geon ; 

" You have he«Q thmwn off yswr hocfc," 
he i»4 to mct *' and icoeived a viofeni coDto&oa 
OQ your left arnu Thi* gentlemaa wUl aitcft it 
for ibe confidera'tkut t^ twenty duntai yoit 
ruay fend the certthcat* to y«iiT father, as & 
proof that you Eannat travel." 
. I paid the fum to the (urgeoBi lecuved the 
certificate] wrotr a few lines and feat both to 
tor^het, 

r ?^« 
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iVe fottlcd Vhat In calb tny father (boulj write 
aleCOT^d leM«r, the furgeen ftould return ^ 
RnfWer'in mpume, pretending tl^tt on account 
f>ftli« inflamtnation of my arm, he could not 
allow me to m^c tin tcsft exertipi>, and keep 
Dir father's letter till I ^ouM aaqtnint him hy 
a few lines to what place I fhould with to hare h 
fisnt. Aa additional prefent of ewenty-five du- 
cats made bim promife V> execute every thing 
with the greateft punctuality, and we got ill oar 
carriage. " Why," faid I, on the road to pty- 
fttlf, " why hat Hicrmanfor Telexed tofkr this 
fecret embafly, in a country whi(:h tny father 
has io ffcquently and wixioufly advifed me never 
to enter f What ground can he have to hope 
that the Qi^cenwill have the kindnefi for ir^ to ' 
grant a prayer, the complctitm -of which ' will ■ 
prove fo deirimental to her brother ? For what 
teafon has tny father cauii6ned me fo repeatedljr 
•againft a country, to the centre of which Hter- 
manfor alluTCB me by the moft' powerfal aijoj ' 
mmtt and promifeg i On what ground ^es 
that fingnlar man expcfV me to have fo much 
power orer the heart of the Qieen Regent; . 
»*om I nev«*rhatcfeen,-wl)il«he on the other 
f de endearoors to fill my heart with fear and 
fufpicion, *rtth rcfpeft to tlie Rtgent, who ne- 
ver has feen, nor received the lean; injury from 
me ? What may be the rcaton thw the Queeh 
•will re^vc me fo kindly, white my prefcnce in 
the capital is to be kept lo fecret from the EM^ 
and his Prime Mtnif^cr ? Has perhaps ^y fathet 
committed a «ime againft the ftatc of Pr**cc ? 
but how could I in that cafe expeft to be re-- 
octved' favourably by the (^een ? Or arlfcs thfc ■ 
latred which the Regent entertains againtt our 
familj from private reafons, and if foj 'why' 
L.4r - (hould'i 

,1 L.no'jk' 
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(hou)d my father think it fo necefiary to conceal 
' (hem from his fon f. Or fliculd the favour of th« 
Queen and the hatred of the King aiifc from one 
fouree, will the former be obliged to ceneeal 
her interview with me from the monarch, from 
fear of the King, or of the confoit of her bed I 
Did my father conceal, from me the real' reafon 
ofhiseaincd injurflion to beware of the F[**ch 
territory from political or domeAio motives i 
Is the wvour of the Queen and the hatred of 
the King confined only to my father, or are they 
f erh^ps extended to my perfun on account -of my 
parent ^ and if that Ihould be the cafe, how 
great and of what a lingular nature muft the 
obligations be which the Queen owes to my 
father, if flic fhall facriBce tohis fon the jnterell 
of her brother ? How great and fingular mull 
be the crime which my father has comrtiiKed 
againft the King, fincc the latter will punifli 
the fon for it with deatli ! Should perhaps tlie 
crime which my father has committed againCt 
tlie Regent fetm the bafe of the obligations 
which the Queen fetms to owe to my parent i"— 
Thtfe qucilions which I put to myfclf, in 
ptda to unfold fo imporlant a myftery, led me 
to np„ kind of certainty, but only to conjeflures, 
whicht- however, foon were deprived of their 
force by other refieftions, for which leafon E 
refolved to check my curioCty till the cxpeflcd 
interview with the Qncen Ihould p«t itic in » 
way to dcyelopc the myftcry in a more fatisfac- 
tory manner. 

Meanwhile we continued our journey with 
the gieateft expedition ; however, the impctu- 
^ofrty with which we drove caufed the. cariiagc 
to be overturned within thirty miles of the ftOn— 
ti^ts of Fr**ce. I efcapcd without the leaft 
injury^ 
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iRjury, but the Count received a violent con- 
tuiion on his left arm which obliged bim to keep 
his bed four days, and taught us the difagreeablf 
truth that impetuofity leads as flowly to the matlc 
ks tardincfs. 

On the fifth day the impatience of the Count 
could not be bridled any longer by the arguments ' 
of the fiii^con ; he inlifted upon our departure, 
xnd we arrived tn Fr^'cc againll midnight. 

We continued our journey the night follow, 
ing, and arrived with the firft dawn of the 
twelfth day at P*'»s. The Count went that 
Very day to beg an audience of the Queen, 
and his triumphant looks on hts return gave me 
reafon to hope he had fucceeded in his appli- 
cation: His words confirmed the truth of my 
fconjefture ; *• O ! my Lord I" faid he, " I have 
fcdn her, have put the papers "in her hand —Hea- 
vens f what an amiable woman ! — born to be a ' 
quecf), (he needs not the Ihallow aiBflancc of 
aitifitial dignity, in order to inftiti that awe 
which cannot but feize even the ftrong 3.1: mind 
at the fight of her!— Born to ■ cimquer every 
heart, Ihe knows how to raife up to her, by her 
Condefcending afi^bility, thofe whom the Iplcn- 
dor of her greatnefs has fubjeAed to her. The ' 
fenfaiion w^ich prevailed in my heart wheti I 
flood before her, was a mixture of profound re- 
gard and confidence, which, however, made 
room for the jiveliell joy, when the Queen,< 
after the perufal of the papers, approached me 
with a filterly conRdeoce, faying, with unfpeak- 
able fwcetnefs': ** Dear Count, tell the Duke of 
■Ca^'na, that I ftjall be very glad to fee him, 
that the King will go into the country tO'moTTow 
afternoon, and ttiat I - expefl your friend at 
night." Then Ihe told me what meafures we 
Ls are 
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are to take in order to efcapc the v^aace ofitT' 
truding kmks, and difmiScd ok, hanng preri- 
ouflj made me a prefent of this r\ng." 

_ This Recount raifed bit cutioCi; to the bij^eft 
pitch of impatience. I fcarcely could await the 
nigbCwbeii I wa« to be introduced to the Queen. 
My hotel apprared to me » piifon, and time to 
proceed viihthe tardincf* oFa fnail. At length 
the wifiied for hour arrived. It was ten o'clock 
at night when I vent to the park which jtnns 
the palace, difj^uifed in the garb of an Italian- 
Abbe. The chief lady of tlir bcd-channber vbo 
was waiting for us at the gatC( covdufted us 
through feveial rows of trees, in order to know 
whether we were not watched by invilible wit— 
nefles, and then diie£ted her flcps towards the 
palace, requffting the Count to await aiy return 
behind a thiclc hedge. Having advanced a few 
(lepf, (he turned into a by walk leifaling to the 
w^la of the palace, which* onone fide, ^cre- 
corered with ui efpalictr behind which my con- 
duftrcft bade mc to follow her. We had no^ 
proceeded twenty ft«p» when (be defirod «ie to- 
itopi making fome motions againft the walli. 
upon >rhich a part of it opened in form of >' 
little gatCf through which flie puthed me. There 
I was received by a fecond lady, who had been 
waiting for me with a dark hinthorn, leading 
ire up a narrow Itaircafa into an aparinteBt) 
whkh was faintly lifted.— Then flio runga 
bell and left me fuddcnly. 

*' I had waited five minutes, and no one cam«. 
tTndefctibabte emotions agitated my mind. I 
hctd waited five minutes more, when at length' 
toRiebody was fiirringin tltenextroom. Afeerec 
doer was opened, and the Queen appeared on 
the threthold, with alight in her hand. My 
head 



htad Ijowed to her while my heart rod her, . 
harrowed bjr ftrangt fertfations. Her eye {jized 
atme along "While, add her waocheekga^utned 
acrtmfon hue. " Arc you ihc Duke of Ca'ina?" 
. flie ftid after k long fitcacc, with an undefcrib- 
iblc fweetnefsj and in a trembling xccent. 
*•■ Yes, 1 am the DuVe of 'Ca'ina V* was my re- ■ 

ey. •» Then follow me !" ihe refumed. I fol- 
wed her, and (he feattd hcrCelf on a fofa, 
commanding me to take a feat by her liJe. 
*■ Give jne leare, moil gracious Queens'' faid 
I, bending n>y kne^, " previoufly to addrcfs a 
prayer to your Majdfty, to which notlung but* 
the confidence in the greatnets of your fouli, 
and Iotc for my country, -coxdi have emboldened • 
roe." 

"Ntft before you rife and tal« afcit "by my.' 
■fide !" tht replied, raifmg me up. _ 

Her unexpected gracious condefcenfioti," arttf ' 
%'Cerrain perplexity -which (he feemed anxious 
to conceal, confounded me To much, that I ' 
could not find a proper preamble to myprayetf ■ 
and yet I had taken to much care to prepare m y- 
felf for that occa{ion> She relieved me from my 
confofion, which {he' feemed not to notice. - 
" Count Chitval," faid flie, " has delivered . 
to mc, the day bcfo're yeftetday, fome papers ■ 
wtuch hiVc pfepalred me for your 'vifit ahd ' 
prayer." 

"Then it Witt bS' nofccret to your Majcfty, 
that a defign is carryiftg^ on to deliver my op- 
preflfcd country fro* the lyrarinic yoke of Sp**n, 
and to Tellure thfc feiiid of government to the 
lawful King ? I am come^ moll gracious Qjicen^ 
to implore yott in the name ofjuftice, to make 
ufe of your powerful influence in behalf of that 
undertaking." 
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*.' How? I AiouMLcndmjtafliftancetoadelign 
tending to injure my brother ?" Sofaying, the 
looked at me, not with ang.r, but with undef* 
cribable inquifitivcnefs. 

" Moft gracious Queens I could it i* 

—I I- if your Majefty^— " 

" How could you form the defign to travel hi- 
ther in order to (lir up the filler agaiafl tbe bro> 
ther i Dear Duke, you cannot but confefs that 
this is rather fingular. How did this idea-come 
in your head ?" 

<■ Is it poflibte your MajeQy Oiould be igno- 
rant of what has prompted me to rilk this daring 
{tep ? Should' not tbe papers which the Count 
has put in the hands of your Majedyi have clearr 
ed this point in a fatisfa£tory manner ?" 

" Thofe papers contain nothing but a pKTi. 

ous account of your arrival^ of ihe impending 

revolution, and proofs of its juftice. The writer 

' neither has figned his name, nor do I know the - 

hand writing." 

This I hail not expeflcd, having been confi- 
dent that Hicrmanfor would have difcovercd 
himfelf to the Queen, in order to ftipport my 
prayer by his aoBiority. You may therefore ca^ 
fily conceive how great my conftematioa was, 
when I faw myfilf necefliatcd to enforce, as an 
utter Qranger lo the court, a prayer which coubt 
not but appear to the Queen daring to the high- 
clt.degree. My confternation was too great to 
be concealed. " Speak without fear :" faid the 
Queen, with inimitable fweetncfs. "Tell me 
without refcrre, who has perfuaded you to. take 
this ftep. 

*' An unknown being," I exclaimed, "that 
has haunted me every where on my travels, has 
dircfled ail my actions with irreCHible power> 
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governs me invjfibly, with equal goodhefs and 
terror, has fayed mc Stom a watery graver and 
penetrated through the flames In order to fave the 
picture of my mother." 

A glowing rednefs covered the countenance of 
the Queen. " Your mother ?" (he Hammered-^ 
" (he pifturc of your mother f^ 

'* It is a miniature painting, fet in jewels — " 
" Have you got it with you ?" ftie enquired 
gadily. 

It was in my letter cafe. I took it out of the 
cafe i (he received it with trembling hands, hold- 
ing it agaihft the light, and endeavoured in vaia 
to check the tears which were ftarting from her 
eyes ; her bpfom was heaving violently), as if 
retaining with difficulty the vehement emotions 
which (cemed to be going to burll forth. She^- 
fixed her eyes a long while on the piflure in fi- 
lent emotion, as it fccmed to gain time for reco- 
vering from the (Irong cffe£l of fenfatioiu,.the* 
fource of which, I was unable to divine. 

*' Is (be dead i" (he enquired at length, with- 
out looking at me. 

" She died twelve years ago," I replied Ctgh'ing. 
" Your features, dear Duke," (he refumed 
after alongpaufe, *^ have no refemblance with 
diofe of ihiapif^ure; and yet, the original it y of 
the face is fo remarkable to me, that it would 
afford me the greacdl pleafure, if you would give- 
it me." 

•'■ if your Majefty (hould know how dear 'it is 
to me — " 

•< Well, that will enhance the value it has in 
^ my eyes. "Whenever I (hall look at the pi£lurc 
[ of the mother, I wilt remember the fon. . 1 wilt 
give you my pi£lure,. in lieu of it}, will you re- 
Cgn it to mc on that conditioa V 
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I bowed refpeflfully, flie opened a drawer^, 
pnldiig my ptAure in it, and took anodierout' 
e£ it, which was adorned witb jewels much mpre 
precious than that of my mother. 

** Take it, Duke, and whenever yoa look at ' 
it, -think that it ia thepiftureof— a wry unhap- 
py woman." So Taytng, fbe gave me the pic- 
ture. 

Ttie accent and the mien with which thelV ■ 
words were pronounced, wounded my heart. I 
pToIlrated myfelf— " How amiable Queen, Qiould i 
yxta really be unhappy ? and this piMge of yout 
condefcenlrdn flioula be tome a remembrancer - 
of your mtsfonunes ? O, name the fource of 
Tour foTToWs, and if the pgwet of a mortal be- 
ing can remove it, I will do it with pleafure, will- - 
attempt it even at the peril of my lite !" So fay- 
ing, Iprefled my Itps with vehemence on het-- 
hand. 

" Rfftl the ifitcrell which you take in my. y 
unhappinefs ren<lere me lefs unfortunate. It wip 
not be in your power to make mc happy, though < 
I Ihould be at liberty to unfold a mynery to vou ■ 
which nerei muft tie revealed. Rife, Duke I f 
She ftooped to raife me up, her cheek touched ■ 
hiy fade, and a tremor of joy trembled through 
my frame. « Take courage," I exclaimed, . 
<< though neither my power nor than of any man < 
living uould be able to rendet you happy, yet I 
know.a pcrfon who p9flcfles fuperoatural powers, . 
and I fiatter myfelF he will Jtoi refu'Te to grant . 
my prayers. He fhall.make you happy, my 

Bhe looked at me wilh weepuig tyes, then up ■ 
to heaven, and then again at mt. " four praf- - 
ct," flic fwd ■ at length, " would be fruitlefs ; 
fox if an angel would dcfcend fmrnheateatt) -of- 
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(er tnehts alHft'aice, he couM not reftore in< to 
happinefs, while cenain humin lawa snd p^ki- 
cal' relationE are in force."— 

I plenty perceived the dreadful druggies of her 
foul, and it would have been cruel torenderhev 
viftoFT moiediiScult'br bnhcr perfuafions. 

I beheld witb rafpea&il itlence tbe woricinn 
of h«r mind ; however, (he could not but od~ 
fcrve that I adored her — her loolEt bcfpoke the. 
gcUeful emotions of her heart. 

" Tou ha ra told me a few minutes ago, that 
your mother ii no more," Qfe began ftfter a loag 
paufe.- •* I hope your father ii yet alive ?** 
«* I haw littW reafon to think ht'ia." 
The Queen turned as p^ lis a oorpfe. " Tou 
doubt'?" uie flammcred, '"you doubt whether - 
your father is alive i" 

«'Adai)garousi]in«is which haaconfined him 
to his bed, gives me reafon to apprehend — bi» 
what is the matter with youi majefty I" 

•■ Nothing—nothing, at all— -A dangerous ilti 
nef^ did you fajr ?" 

<i So he has idformed me fome time lincc, by 
a letter, and reqi>e(led me* at the fame time, to 
ItaftCn to his- urns, that he might fee me wioc 
-more before his death, and give me his bleSing." 

The Qaeen ftarted up, and went to another 
,part of the room, as if in fearoh of fomethiag, 
butrfoon came back again : 

** He Wants te fee you, and you are iert ?" 
*< Beforel reecived'thd letter ofmy father,.! 
bad promifisl to that Uninofonaf wliom I have 
been fpeaking, that nothing fhould detun ime 
fTom> iravclliBg to Fr**ce, and imploring your 
•ffidance in behalf of my unhappy country." 

** Foot btber !" faid the Qucea^ abforbed in 

melancholy, "bow anzioufly wilt he have ex- 

pcacd. 
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pcfted the arrival of- his fon — I fancy I fee the- 
dying Marquis, hov he cxtcndshisarms in vaLir 
to receive the child of- his love—" 

«• Does your Majeft; know my fadicr ?" I en- 
quired haftily. 

She gaaed'at nw; m If I know him ?" — no I 
—yes— I faw him feveral times when at the court 
of my father — but why do you alk this quellion i"' 
—Without giving me time to reply, flie rcfum- 
edf " Make haHe ! make haflx, to return to your 
native country ; perhaps he is yet alive — the fighi- 
of you will animate him* wich new ftrcngth^ he 
will recover in your arms, and perhaps be reilor- 
edto health t'* The laft' words (he proHOunCeA. 
Vith a vidble joyful emotion. 

«« Shall I leave your Majefty," I replied; 
" without having my prayer granted ? la my un- 
happy country to expefi no afliltance From a 
Queen whofc femiments are fo fublimc ? Is the 
pi^ure of the bell of women to be to me a la{V- 
ing mark of her favour and difpleafure i" 

« She fcemed to meditate. " It is true," fhe 
faid atlcngth, " we have entirely wandered from 
your concerns. Did you not telt me that vou^fc 
haunted every, where by an- apparition: I too 
havcfccnan apparition tome time ago. It was 
the ghoft of my depaited father, who,- .at mid- 
nightf drew the. curtains of. my btd, and faid> 
«< 1 am very wretched, my- daughter I neither 
prayers nor maCes will give me relief, while 
Por*»**l which we have ufurped ihall be fub- 
mitted to the Sp***fii fcepcre. O ! my daugh- 
ter, if the leaft fpark of filial love is left in thy 
bofom, if thou wilt relieve me from uoTpeakable 
torments,, then make ufe of all thy-inwrell-at 
iHs coun, in order to fupport the entfeavours of 
thofe vrho, at prefent, are fecretly occupied «> 
dell- 
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JeKverPor****! from her opprcffors. A noUe 
youth will arrive in a few days and implore thy 
alTidance. He is fent from hearen j grant his 
prayer. He has a mole on his let't bread, whicb 
will be to ihee a token of his miflion." 

I, ftaned up. •' That youth (lands before your 
Majefty," 1 exclaimed, uncovering my breall, 
f* behold here the mole. 1 relieve the fuf- 
fering fpirit of your father, relieve my coun- 
try i" 

. She feemed to be in a trance, encircling me 
with her arms, and Uraining me to her bofom. 
*' Thy prayer is granted I ' (he faid in a faint 
accent. ~No foonei bad the lall fyilable efcaped 
her lips, when the found of a little bell was 
heard in the adjoining apartments. She difen- 
gaged herfelf from my neck and darted back, 
" Gracious heaven !— " (he exclaimed pale and 
trembling, " the King is returned. Begone I 
for God's fake be gon* (" 

" I was going^ to obey ber command i Oie 
ftopped me : '• Never reveal a word of what has 
happened between ourfelves," Ihe whifpercd % 
<• leave the palace and the kingdom as foon as 
polGble : beware of the King, I conjure you !" 
• I prollrated myfelf and enciicled her knees, 
fhedding tears of anguilh ; wanted to take leave, 
but could not utter a flngte word. The bell in 
the adjoining apartment was rung a fecond time i 
the Queen difengaged herfelf, fcized with ter- 
ror:. " make haftcT— flee!— O ftay I" (he ex- 
claimed, when I liallened to the door, " come 
back {" She opened hei arms to receive me; I ' 
flew to her bofom ; flie imprinted three burning 
kiflcs on my lips, and hurried into an adjoining 
apartment. 

I do not recolleft how I got out of the room. 
On the ftajrcafc I obferved firftt that the fame 
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hij wIm h»i certivStid tne to the Quran ■0at 

walking by my Gde. We retunwd ihewme way 
by which I had eotend the palace, and I urive^ 
bappilf at our hotel in the eompao]' of the 
Count. 

After I ha<i communicated to him my fuccefs, 
1 went to tnv apartment in order te give audience 
to mjr thoughts ; however I vas not able to ac- 
count for the behaviour of the Queen, and mj 
feelings during the whole fcciie. Waa it love 
that I felt for the Q^cen i cniatnly not ; at 
lenft my fentiments for her were quite different 
from ihofe I entertained fof Amelia ; wqs it mere 
edeem that endeared her fo much to me ? iro- 
polTibtc ! — My heart left me entirely in the dark 
U'ith refp<d to that p(ant> as well as my reafon. 
It is true, ene particular idea [vevailed in my foul, 
however it appeared to me ridiculous, as foon aa 
I reflected on other circnm ' 
which the Q^eeo gave ir 
the ghoft of her father, a 
"Wu It the work of the 
leally believe Ifae had fe 
ther i In that cafe the g 

perhaps merely the confcquence of her love fot 
her father, whom (he hoped to rcleafe thus from 
his fufferings ; even her tears, embraces, and 
kiflcs were then nothing elfe but means of-;^T- 
ing me to (train every nerve, in order to brin^.to 
anappyconclurtoH an undertaking, from ^ex- 
ecution of which the eternal happinefs of her fa* 
thcr depended. But perhaps — and that, I thought, 
was not left pofTible— has (he <mly invented that 
apparition in order to prevent tne from fufpeAing 
the real fource oi her willmgnefs to giant nif 
prayer,, and her confidential and endearing de- 
jwrtmcnt ?. Even the manner in which (he men- 
tioofld. 

C3.I; :i-,X>(Kwif 
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tioncd fhr mole on m]r b'caft, apprarqil to me 
an utifice wlticb ^t might have mule uf« or* 
Tather to aflure heriVlf of the identity of my per- 
fgai, than of lay miffioo from above i mi tliig 
fttpnoTitioa Kc«ived an additiopal confirmation, 
by fier (ingular betiaviour sfter the difcovery. — 
ThuB I was wandering in the mazy labyrinth of 
conjnf^ures and doubts till flecp ItoU upon me 
by dogrees, and fligt my heavy eyes. 

We left P**i8 the fallowing night, and di- 
refted ouj: road to Sp**n as Hiermanfor had or- 
dered, 

I flopped a few d»ys at •'cia, a hundred miles 
from the frontiers of Fr**ce, in order to tetl a 
little from the fatigues of my journey, and re- ' 
ceived from the bribed fnrgeon a letter from my 
father, who informed me th^it h« was in a fair 
way of recovery. This welcome intelligence 
anim>>teil me wiiji new life, and difpelled the 
gloom which had OTcrcaft my mjnd. Wc con- 
tinued our iourney without delay, and arrived at 
••*pala, where we alighted at the principal hotel. 
The firft oliieA that attra^ed my attention, was 
a handfome well drefl^ man, who£^ features 
(truck me at a great diftance, becaure f fancied I 
knew them. He was engaged in clofe convertati- 
on with a tall thin man, and did not obferve me 
till I was clofc by hira. My fudden appearence 
feemed to furpri^ liim, and the fight of him pro< 
duccd the fame tSc£t upon me, for now 1 per- 
ceived that it was Palelki, Amdia'a former yaict. 
He approached me with evident marks of unea- 
finefs, and welcomed me in broken , accent*. I 
ordered him to follow me to my apartment. Ulics 
fird quellion 1 put to him, w» where Amelia re- 
fided, and liow- fhe was. Palelki lamented that 
it was not in his power to ^ivc mQ the leaft in-- 
formsLtipti; 
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formation on that !ieaJ. I inqillred after the 
Unknown, and he alTured me that he had not feen 
him fincc the la(t fccne in the wood. " Howe- 
ver," faid I, " you (li)I oue me an account of a 
dreadful accident concerning the Uni:twii, of 
which you pretended to havi: been informed on 
your pilgrimage." Paleiki heGtated a few mo- 
ments, and thenpromifed to fatisfy mycurlofitjr 
the day following, being prevented by bufinefs of 
great importance from doing it on thefpot. I 
difmilTed him, with the injun^ioR not to forget 
to come to my apartment in the Evening of the 
next day. He promifcd it ; however I waited in 
vain for him, for in his room a Capuchin friar 
came to my hotel, defiring to fpeak a few words 
to me ill private. I ordered him to l>e admitted, 
and was told by him chat PalellEi had had a quar- 
rel with fomc young men, who firfl had intoxi- 
cated and then provoked him ; and that he had re- 
ceived fomc mortal wounds, by whicti he was con- 
fined, to his bed at the hofpita], where he defired 
to fee me, in order to difclofe to me important fc- 
crets. 'I'he friar offered to conduft me to the 
hospital, and I drove thither in anxious expe6la- 
. lion. 

When I alighted at the gate of the hofpita], I 
met Count Clairvah He feemcd to be petrilted 
when he Taw me in the company of the friar. 
" Whither are you going?" he enquired at 
length. " To Paletki, who is on the brink of 
eternity." The Count changed colour, and- 
whifpered in my ear :■ " Don't go, tlic fellow 
is infefled with a contagious difeafe.'' — " Toil 
aie miftaken, (was my anfwer) he has been- 
wounded dangcroully, as his confeflbr tells me.'* 
" Ihavejullcomefrom him," the Count refum- 
cd with vilible uiieafinefs, " the lever has de- 
ranged. 
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langed his head, and he will tell you a number 
of foolifh things." " No matter," I replied^ 
<< I mult fee him, for he has fent me word that 
he has important difcoveries to make." " What 
can he difcover to you ?" Caid the Count, " Pa- 
]eflci has e?cr been an impoltor." " This will 
render his confef£on on the brink of eternity fo 
much the rao're remarkable. Bvit I muft not lofe 
a moment. Farewell, Count, till I fee you 
again I" So faying I tore myfelf from him^ and 
haftcned with the friar to Palelki's apartment^ 
When the nurfe had left the room, the former 
faid : " you need but to ring the bell, if you 
fliould want me, I (hall be within hearing."— 
With thefe words he went out of the room. Pa- 
Icfki ftared at me lor fome time. The liuld co- 
lour of death covered his haggard countenance 
and the moft agonizing anguilh of a tormented 
confcience was ftrongly painted in his looks. 
*• My lord !" he at length began, •* i owe you a 
thousand thanks for your eondefcenfion ; I Ihould 
undoubtedly have fallen a facriiice to black dcf- 
pairj if you had refufcd to give me an opportu- 
nity CO unfold myllcries to you which lie heavy 
on my mind." 

I took a feat clofe by the bed, feized with 
dreadful bodings. 

" But, my Lord," he continued, folding his 
hands, '< will you be able to pardon the manifold 
injuries which you have received from me, if I 
can convince you that 1 have been only the tool of 
greater impoJtors." 

'* Speak frankly, and without rcferve ! I will 
forgive you every thing." 

" My lord ! — you are in dreadful hande. That 
Unknovin — " 

'< Wh9 

I :„i- I ,x;(K>tjk 
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'* Who hhti'* 1 int^n^pted liith idipatkilt<. 

ft' 

*' f^fio ht It, I do n6t Ini6w1 3s Airti iX f aiA 
£oing to appear before tht btnnlfcifetlt fiatchcr ot 
Avami I do not know it. l^^ always tiHa 6b- 
ftrtrCil the greattft feciecj on thatht^i *■» I 
itn «ho I atti I" h« always Rpli«d, Wheti I j|ui^- 
tiotiM Hm An tin point, <" ami I ncitr am vt^t 
I ftert to be !" Three d»y> before yoil oiade 
yotir firft apjita^nce at ^t caflle of rhe Coun-- 
t«fs, h« c'aiAe late n kiight to the gate, dirgdifei) 
as a beggar, atad ^qUilvd for rat. Suppofmg 
that he *ahted a)Ais, I gav^e hiih a yvax of 
mon«y. He raiftd a hiUd laughter, *hilft ht 
tbOk a handful of ducatk out of hh pocki^t, and 
put thciA ill mine. * This Ife Only a ptriudtf to 
what I arti ^oing to do fdt you," faid he, #ithoiit 
paying thb leAlt regard to my aftfinifhrncht, <t if 
you will aifift me in ixecuthig a plii Which I 
naVe formed, without betraying bur conneftton 
to the GouiWfs." " And what phii is it J ' 
" It is a vity inndceht one," he i*ilied, •* I *iih 
to Work idmi iTiiractcs in the'canle, andiOitfCild 
be glad if ybu would aifift me^" *■ FbV what 
purpofe ?" « 1 want to make two people hap- 
py, wa» his reply, " the Countcfi and a yuang 
nobleman, who will arrive within thrti: days. 
Ille CoAn^efb abandotia herfelFtOo rbuchtohec 

frief, on accotih't bf her Aeceafed hufbaiid, and 
knoi* nb better irieins ro ctire her of it, than to 
banifli the dead hufbaird from her heart by a fir- 
ing lover. As a mediator betweenthe Countif* 
and the young nobleman, 1 miifl rlmd'tr iDyfelf 
important to both, and for that purpofe I tanft 
Work niiradc^ ; if I fdcceed in getting tht fway 
over their underltanding, then 1 Ihall eafily ntan 
hiyfeif inafter of their hearts. " He then aiked 
t . ^* 

I :„i- I ,x;(K>tjk 
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me whether he could rely upon ine> and if the 
refl: of the feivants could not be gained b; moncif i 
1 iffuTcA him of my readincfs to fare him, and 
pTomifed to attempt the laiter, in which I fuc- 
ceeded. My fellow fervants were eafily brib 
becaufe they were perfuaded that it was a lauda- 
ble, or at leafl an innocent undertaking in which 
they were to be engaged. The cheat which was 
to be played on you and the Countefs was be- 
lieved to be innocent, as it appeared to be a mean 
of gaining a falutary purpofe. To be brief, I 
informed the l/Himwn the day following, that 
all of us were (irmly detcnnined toafTift aim ia 
the execution of his plan ^ a refolution which he 
again rewarded with a handful of ducats. 



END OF VOLUME THE FIRST. 
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